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JK By BILL HENDRICK 

T’ /r r ~s£sotiated Press Writer 


/^OUISVILLE, Ky. — The House Select 
yOmmittee on Assassinations is investigat- 
ing allegations from a man who claims sev- 
; era! members of a police department arid 
] FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. Martin LutHer* 

; King Jr., Rep. Gene Snyder- R-Ky., : said 
| Saturday v V 

; Snyder said he met the ‘man ;“face to ; 
; face” and that “he appeared,to be. rational;. 
' a logical kind of man.” ” ; i, : 

t Snyder said he got a letter from the man 
and listened to a tape the man said he made 
of, the. alleged assassination plot. Snyder re- 

* f used ' to "say swhether the. man or the police 
department involved were in Kentucky. 

t ASKED WHY the man contacted him and 
\ listen to a copy, of the tape re: 
'.ding;; Snyder said, “He may have just 

* a 


"srryiier' said he could not divulge tne 
names listed in the letter or the identity of 
the.mari who contacted him. * . . . 
, v ,‘‘\Vhat^*I ? rn saying,” Snyder said, “is 
'those' blanks need to be protected if there’s 
nothing to^his. And if it is'ari accurate alle- 
. gationjtha^he-s made, then the author of the 
letterinrieds to be protected; The committee 
is, investigating it.” '■ : ‘ ' 

: ^Iri Washington, an FBI spokesman said, 
44 Anything ion assassinations, we have to say 

;‘no comment’ because ' it" is before a con- 
gressional committed/ 




looking for someone with nerve, 

;■/- — - 

zz ycz - rmiz/r"' ' ■»? . .. ' * 


SNYDER SAID the man “indicates fur- 
ther in the letter that' after he retired he 

Contacted Who he says is James Earl Ray’s 
attorney. ...” . . * ’ 

Ray 'is serving 99 years in prison for the 
assassinaton of the civil rights leader slain 
in Memphis, Tenn., in J 1968. 

Snyder said the r former policeman 


Snyder read part of the letter and used the -1 
word; “blank” where the man had used 1 
names. * * < v/’ 

“L retired from, (blank) police depart-, 
merit .in , (blank)-, after serving' (blank;) -' 
years,” Snyder quoted. the letter as saying/; 
-“While I was in the police department I was ' . 

• innocently involved in a conspiracy; to , as- ' 
sassinate Dr. Martin Luther; King?, . . v; * 

t -.;. “Involved in this conspiracy were agents^; 
-v of 'the ■ F ederal : Bureau of.;: .in vjestigtion , 
agents - (blank),, (blank')"’ and^ (blarilc) and 
others that I did not know,” Snyder said, 
continuing to. read r the. letter. “Members of 
the (blank) police department,* chief of de- 
fectives, captain (blank), lieutenant 
.(blank),, officer (blank), lieutenant (blank) 
of the homicide bureau and president of the 
FOP sergeant (blank).” 

^ FOP STANDS, for Fraternal; Order of Po- 
: > lice; 'an. or ganization for police-off icers . 


claimed he was offered $500,000 onlwo oc^ 
easions/to kill King. •••-, • 

Richard A.' Sprague, the Philadelphia at- 
torney who is chief counsel for the assassi- 
nations committee, confirmed Snyder had 
turned over material coritaining the allega- 


tion.- 




MATTER you refer to has beeri re- f 
f erred to the committee and is under inves-f 
tigation,” Sprague said.v 
The former policeman, Snyder said, tried ^ J 
to turn over a tape recording of the alleged • 
$500,000 offer to Ray’s attorneys butTinally Kt 
was asked by one of the attorneys’ invests r 
gators “where he planned to hide if he tried 
to do anything with the tape.” “ ^ 

Snyder said he has discussed the allege,, 
tion with Rep. Samuel L:- Devine of Ohio, 
the ranking minority member of the com- • 
mittee. ; Devine, a former FBI agent, j 
checked into the man’s backgro und and ' < 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


PAGE 8 


THE CLARION “LEDGER 


JACKSON, MS 


Date: 3/20/77 
Edition; HOME 

Author: BILL HENDRICK 
Editor: T oMo HEDERMAN, JR 
Title: MURKIN 


Character: 


or 


Classification: 


Submitting Office: 

□ Being Investigated 


157-9586-iT/^ 
. JACKSON 


| 'iEAisCHIP 


’ ! 


1. >iur*in*- 


i y. if . . / \ > 

Hul) . 


MAR 21 W 


pm— JACKSON /?/ 


. /V. 

1SL 


HW 5233 Dodd: 59162502 Page 2 


fourTdTTinrto be a “solid citizen, ’’Snyder ■ 

■ sa >4- ; - r ,■»& . 


, #nyder said the man - told himKthe off ers l 
for him to kill King were made in his au-^ 


I tomobile, where he had a tape recorder. 

| Snyder quoted; the man a^Jsaiying he had two] 
{ tapes,. one of which was dther’stqlen.or lost.] 
4-The^bjther, tape was/turned oyekto the com- a 
mitfee, Snyder -said. , r ^ 

SMVDER SAID he listened ? to ; a -copy of 

^thatftag ) 0 , ; <7 Z i; * ‘ 0 '» v* {' *5 

i-t *: 


^ ‘/Mosroirrl was inaudible ’to) me; "'life said. 

-could make^out^a^ little- vE made out.? 
.enough to believe and ascertain that' a dis- : 
cussion was -being* had{ about’ King ? and]; 
timoney, but I didn’t even. listen to ? all of 

tit. V‘3 ■* .*} &v» i’j,oA »i« *n » rkt *; 


'• Snydersaid he -wants the allegation to be * 
' thoroughly investigated^ 4 ‘and this guy Ought, 
to be protected from^ any problems/ If ^ it is ] 
, inaccurate, then those, people .who he names 
rn iidcLt'cLlbe protected. ' V* *' 1 [_ 

1-- n l-i? • i-~‘ t 1- * ■ -i ; Ai- • *<* *' »' ' :-r»r . 
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MEMPHIS (AP) -.At- 
torneys for James Earl Ray 
said Tuesday there was a 
conspiracy to kill Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. but that 
v evidence “eliminates- any 
1 reasonable belief” that Ray 
i was part of it. 

In a brief, filed, in. U.S. Dis- 
trict 1 .- Court. . -ittie attorneys 
said “.evidence now points to 
the fact thdt Tames Earl Ray 
was framed Tor a crime he 
didn't commit! ” . 

''V ' • , : 

.‘ The evidence increasing- 
ly indicates that law enforce- 
ment officials, both state and 
federal, have covered up the 
evidence of this frameup;” 
Ray ; s attorr 

- I ‘ . There was a conspiracy 
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to kill Dr. King. ..but 
evidence eliminates any 
reasonable belief that James 
Earl Ray was part of the con- 
spiracy.' ‘ 

Ray's attorneys, James 
Lesar and Bernard 
Fensterwald, Washington, 
D C.; based their allegation 
of a frameup on' their claim , 
that thd bullet taken from 
King’s body could be traced 
to.a rifle other than one found- 
on the street near a down-1 
town ’ rooming house from 1 
which; authorities say the 
fatal shot was fired April 4, 
1968. Police have said the ri- 
fle discovered near the slay- 
ing . scene bore Ray’s 
fingerprints and was the 
murder weapon. 1 ______ 


An FBI firearms expert 
has said the fatal bullet frag- 
ment was so mutilated that , 
he could not exclu- j 

sion of all other similar j 
weapons that it came from I 
the gun found on the street. ■ ‘ 
Ray’s has claimed' he was * 
lured to the 1 rooming house . 
...by a person named “Raoul’.’ . 
and that he did not ki|/the*; 

- civil rights leader. -.1 v ' 

His attorneys made their,:; 
arguments in response to 
brief filed ,by„ the state 
contending that Ray made a 
“reasoned and reasonable’ 7 j 
decision to plead guilty to 
killing King in order to avoid 
the death penalty. ; * ’ 

U.S. District Court Judge 

Robert M. McRae Jr. held an 

* eight, -day. hearing two; 
^months ago on whether Ray 

• is entitled to withdraw his . 
guilty plea and stand trial for f 

/ murder. Ray.^riO^r^ving a j 
1 99-year prison sentence, says , 
r he was pressured into . the. , 
' guilty plea on March 10, 1969. 

McRae is expected to rule 
| within a month' , 

I . In their brief, Lesar and 
] Fensterwald; said: ‘ A 
j Watergate-type coverup of 
j the assassination of Dr. King 
continues until this day. That ‘ 
j and that alone explains the 
' frenzied efforts of the state 
i to obstruct an examination of 
’ the physical evidence by 
petitioner’s investigator and < 
counsel/’ 


\ 
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MEMPHIS,- Tenn. (AP) - 
A firearms expert testified 
Thursday he did not see how 
authorities concluded from a 
nick in a window sill that the 
assassin cf Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in 1968 fired . 
the shot from a rooming 
house bathroom. 

Herbert MacDonell, Cor- 
ning, N.Yvsaid he could not 
determine what object caus- 
ed the nick in the bathroom . 
sill, although authorities 
theorized that it was made by 
the recoil of the barrel of a 
30-.06 rifle they say was used 
to kill King. 

MacDonell testified for 
James Earl Ray in the third 
day of a U.S. District Court, 
hearing on whether Ray is 
entitled to withdraw his guil- 
ty plea in King’s death and 
stand trial for murder. 

A key state witness, 
Charles Quitman Stephens, 
has said he saw Ray running 
from the bathroom soon 
after the slaying April 4, 
1968. King was on the balcony 
of a motel across the street 
from the rooming house. 

Ray’s attorneys have in- 
troduced statements from 
other witnesses saying the 
shot appearcd-te^eome from 
a parking lot or bushes near 
the rooming house. 


MacDonell said the con- 
figuration of the window sill 
nick was such that if it were 
caused by a rifle muzzle the 
weapon would have had 4 to 
been held at such an. angle 
that the butt would have ex- 
tended several inches into 
one of the bathroom walls. 

MacDonell, professor of 
criminalistics at Elmira 
College, said he also thought 
a ballistics comparison could 
be made on the bullet frag- 
ment' taken from* King’s 
body. Robert Frazier, an FBI 
expert, has said the slug was 
so mutilated that it couldn’t 
be determine whether it 
came from the rifle found 
near the rooming house. Offi- 
cers.: sayTlay’s fingerprints 
were on the rifle. 

Another witness, former 
Dist. A tty. Phil M. Canale, 
Jr., Ray’s trial prosecutor, 
testified tlfaffT^^iations for 
Ray’s guilty plea began 


about three months before 
Ray entered the plea March 
10, 1969 and shortly after the 
late public defender Hugh: 
Stanton Sr. was appointed to\ 
assist Houston attorney Per- 1 
cy Foreman in Ray’s 
defense. 

Canale. saJdjio firm 
negotiation^ fe fSok iS place until ; 

late January or early; 

— ' ~ — — 

February and that he did riot 
make his'Tecommendation 
for a 99-year sentence until 
Feb. 1, 1969. 

Ray’s attorneys have 
claimed that his con- 
stitutional rights were 
violated because the Sher- 
iff’s Department turned overt 
his mail, including mail to' 
; his attdTrrWfs\ to the 
I pr osecutor’s office. , 
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Tougalw i 

■ ^ i 

Having King 
Observance 

A former teacher of the late 
•Dr.. Martin Luther King, Jr. will 
headline a program in obser- 
vance -..of I)r King’s birthday 
Friday morning at 'Tougaloo 
College. 

" The program is slated for 11 
'a.m. in Woodworth Chapel. 

Dr. Lucious Tobin, the speak - 1 
er for the occasion, taught the 
slain civil rights leader at 
Morehouse College. Serving on 
I the Morehouse faculty for 25 
years, Dr. Tobin now works at 
Bendict College. 

Tougaloo’s affiliate artist 
•Miss Dwendolin Sims of New 
York City will also headline the 
observance, singing several of 
Dr. King’s favorite songs. 

. Dr. Tobin’s topic will be “His 
Troublesome Presence . Chal- 
lenges this ‘Cultured 'Hell.’ ” 

The speaker earned a degree 
m sociology at the University of 
Michigan, the Bachelor of Di- 
vinity at Colgate Rochester Di- 
vinity School and the honorary 
Doctor of Divinity degree at 
; Morris College in Sumter, S. C. 

He also studied at Virginia 
Union University; with further 
study at -fee— Disinity School, 
University of Chicago and the 
Union Theological Seminary in 
.New York City. . 
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AN ASSASSIN STRIKES ONCE MORE 
— Dr. Martin Luther King met death 

9i% 31 S' ige ' 


His funeral procession through the 
ti rests.. . of Atlanta drew this huge 
: crovFd of mourners.— AP Wirephoto. 
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'EASTLAND SPURS NEW QUIZ 




By PAUL SCOTT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The 
Federal Bureau of .Investigation 
is probins dark new hints of a 
conspiracy in the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

' The unannounced FBI inquiry 
was ordered by Director J. 
Edgar Hoover after Senator 
James Eastland (D-Miss.) 
chairman of the Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee, turned 
over a letter he received from 
James Earl Ray, the convicted 
King slayer. ■ . I 

In the two-page hand written 
communication drafted in his 
prison cell, Ray suggested a 
conspiracy; in King’s death by 
alleging that others in addition 
to himself were involved. 

Significantly, Ray did not try 
to deny his own participation in 
the assassination of King, who 
was slain last year in Memphis 
as he left his motel room. 

READY TO TALK 

While he gave no specific de- 
tails in his letter to Senator 
Eastland, Ray clearly indicated 
that he was ready to talk if 
certain conditions for his safety 
could be agreed upon. 

•In privately discussing Ray’s 
surprise letter with other mem- 
bers of his Subcommittee, Sena- 
tor Eastland reported that he 
decided to turn it over to the 
FBI after his staff investigators 
were unable to make any 
breakthough in. the case. 

In addition to requesting the 
| FBI to quiz Ray about the eon- 
j tent of the letter, Senator East- 
[land also suggested the G- 


fmen might w anV 4 o -^skThe~'aa- ' 
knitted’ slayer of King the fol- 

Slowing questions. 4 

j How did you know that King 
iwas going to be in the Loraine 
Motel on the day of the slaying? 

How did you know the loca- 
.tion of King’s room? ; 

. How did you know Kink would 
come out on the, balcony where 
] he was shot? 

How did you know exactly 
j where to go to go t a room 

from which . fire? the fatal 

'shot? 

Senator East ! and also wants 
Hoover to check on Ray’s eye- 
sight to determine if it was 
good enough to have permitted 
him to fire the fatal shot. 

What effect the new FBI in- 

? , p < 

quiry will have on Ray’s re- 
quest for a new trial is conjec- 
tural. • \ 7 

Ray’s letter, however, has 
given the FBI the reason they 
need for requestioning the con- 
victed assassin on several as- 
pects of the mystery shrouded j 

Lease. • •• 

; For example, the FBI would 
like to determine if Ray had 
;ever had any direct or indirect 
contacts with persons close to 
King including one of his long- 
time advisers and speech writ- 
lers. ' ■ 

| This “ghost”, known to the 
| Federal Bureau of Investigation 
| as one of the top secret commu- 
fnists * in the country, was the 
{chief architect of the “Poor 
j People’s Campaign” that King 
was to have led in the nation’s 
^ capital only days after he was 
assassinated'/’ 



Still inco mplete is an FBI in- 
, vestigation of Ray's contacts 
| made in New Orleans before 
King’s assassination and. after 
Ray had escaped from prison. 

As reported in this column 
late in March, Senator Eastland 
has taken the position that some- 
one inside the motel had to 
finger King for the assasin. 

Since Hoover knows more 
about the unpublished activities 
; of the late Dr. King and his 
associates, Senator Eastland be- 
lieves he is in the best position, 
of anyone in the country to 
determine if others were in- 
volved in the slaying. 

FARM LEGISLATION 
Members of the House Agri- 
culture Committee have begun 
bringing pressure on the White 
House for the administration to 
give more attention to farm leg- 
islation. • . • . • 

With the omnibus farm law, 
the Food and Agriculture Act, 
set to expire next year, Rep- 
resentative W. R. Poage (D. 
Tex.), chairman, has sent world 
to President Nixon that he’s 
likely to get hearings started 
no later than July. 

• Up to now, neither the White 
House nor Agricwlte^fSecrtary 

Clifford M. Harding has given 
Congress any type of an Agri- 
culture blue-print on what the 
Administration favors. / 

Kept busy on the hunger; 
problem, Hardin is being ex-: 
tremely careful in taking a posi-. 
tion in the highly controversial 
area of farm policy. He has. 
indicated that President Nixon . 
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; wants first to ’’ search feu : a . con- ; 
sensus among, the legislators 
and farm leaders before propos- 
ing any changes in the present 
Maw. " f 

.Economy-minded White House 
i aides would like to see the agri- 
culture program revised to save 
| money. However, Hardin so far 
'has not supported these propos- 
i als. .... 

j • Robert “Bobby” Baker, 

] whose financial dealing, while a 
I Senate aide to former President 
!- Johnson caused a major scand-. 
al, is cruising the Mediter- 
ranean. At the time that his 
business deals with lobbyists 
became public, the outgoing Su- 
: preme Court Justice Abe Fortas 
lectured him about being “like! 

’ Caesar’s wife” because of his i 
close relationship. with the then] 

Vice President Johnson... The ; 

Nixon . Administration’s strong ! 
stand in the last few weeks; 
.against bias in hiring is largely j 
the result of pressure from ma- \ 
jor corporations. ' .. ■: l 

■ Many firms, especially those f 
- deeply - involved in . consumer I 
markets such as gasoline andf 
. retail store chains; were upset i 
f by attacks Sen. Everett McKin- 
ley Dirksen (R. III.) made on 
the. Equ^l Employment Oppor- 
tunity Commission (EEOC) for ; 
“unreasonable pressure” it was 
; using ' on’ firms to end alleged' ; 
discriminatory hiring practices ! 
•] . . The appointment of Wil- 
liam M. H. Brown, III, a Ne- 
gro, as chairman of EEOC, has 
softened criticism of White 

House policies The inside 

story on the President’s recent- 
ly announced $1 billion hunger 
| program is that it was never 
! shelved — as was widely re-. 

? ported. The false reports came 
\ from certain Johnson Adminis- 
tration hold-over officials within 
{the Department of Agriculture 
i 2nd Health, Education and Wei- • 
jfare, who really didn’t know 
?what was going-on-ai uie White 
’House... 
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. ,y ® — — — «; . ' . . , | V The day passosS^esrhrriy in Chi- 

R * ’ f* t 'eago, the only other city where 

am ' I ii?fPW I mourning was marred by vio- 
yiily Ivtff jlenee. There were outbreaks in 

- jtwo neighborhoods Thursday by 

C l h J I * ; groups of Negro youths. 

Ofii FieillOm 1 P°^ ce anc * 5,000 National 
1 Guardsmen stood by in case of 

further trouble but only one mi- 
nor shooting incident was re- 

HilcI NmOl ported. , 

fi fi^sViis The Rev Dr Martin Luther 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS*T ns , S i;' , SDSa ^j[‘f. f 
•F .• . Good Friday service in subur- 

On the first anniversary of his ; ban Evan ston, called on blacks 
assassination, Dr. Martin Lu-and whites to follow the nonvio- 
ther King Jr. was memorialized, lent principles .of his son. 
in services,, marches and vigils ‘‘Violence g^ins nothing, the 

across the ■. nation. Speakers a j wa y S opposed to looting, 
pleaded for a rededication to his; killing and rioting. We must 
battle for human rights. strive" continually for peace, jus- 

. • The observances Friday in! tice and fair play.” 
hundreds of towns and cities i President Nixon sent a mes- 
were peaceful. But in Memphis,] sage of condolence to Dr. King’s 
Term., where King was killed oni widow., Coretta, in Atlanta, 
April 4, 1968, a mass march wasi which was delivered by Robert 
taken as an opportunity by van- 1 H. Finch, secretary of health, 
dais to smash store windows. ! education and welfare, on the 
- A curfew ordered by Mayor eve of the anniversary. 

Henry Loeb and cool rain emp- Mrs. King avoided public cer- 
tied the streets during the night., emonies during the day . but did 
Police had arrested more than visit her husband’s grave with 
70 persons by midnight for cur- her four children. She placed a 
few violations, looting, burglary red and white cross of flowers 
and assault/ bn the gravestone inscribed: 

The city was relatively quiet ‘Tree at last, free at last, 
when the cur&y^was lifted thank God Almighty I’m free at 
shortly before -d a wia and author- last.” . >- - ' 

ities were to decide later wheth- In Nashville some 300 demon- 

er to reimpose it tonight. , strators marched to the grounds 

In Montgomery, Ala., several of the Tenliesser“State Prison 
thousand Negroes camped where j ames Earl Ray is serv- 
through the night in a huge field ing a 99 -year . sentence for 
behind ■ a Roman Catholic King’s murder. They said their 
school They were waiting the pur pose was to remind Ray “of 
start of a march on the State ^at he did ” 

; Capitol today in. memory of Boston Mayor Kevin white 

- . _ .. - called on Congress to declare 

The Rev. Raipn David Aber- King’s birthday a national holi- 
nathy, who succeeded King as j day Later hundreds of Negroes 
head of the Southern Christian i be i d a black-only rally in King’s 
Leadership Conference, was to bonor a t one point asking a Ro- 
lead the march. He headed the | man ’catholic priest and four 

services for King in Memphis; nuns all'Whiter^eave. 

Fnday. — — — ■ 5l . 1 .- - ----- 


occ Belov/) 


• In Alaska, ^mp.mher of the 
John Birch Society led the oppo-- 
sition forces that defeated a res- 
olution in the Satte Senate to 
ask Congress to declare King’s 
birthday a national day of 
mourning. 

Sen. Clyde R.. Lewis, an An- 
chorage Republican and mem- 
ber of the Birch Society’s Na- 
tional Council, said King had , 
“contributed more than anyone 
else to the present campus riot- 
ing and street rioting.” 

In Selma, Ala., the scene of a 
bloody 1965 civil rights clash, 
about" 2,000 persons marched un- 
! der a blazing . sun chanting 
I “Soul power, soul power! Uhm 
i Ah!” AU but a handful of the 
marchers were black. 

About 3,000 turned out for a 
program at the Portsmouth, 
Va., municipal stadium after a 
two-mile march. The crowd 
chanted, “Be black, be proud, 
be great!” 

A nvule-led caravan of some 
200 persons marched down Ba- 
sin Street in New Orleans fol- 
lowed by a sound truck playing 
tape recordings of King’s 
speeches. ' 

School officials in Kalamazoo, 
Mich., canceled an assembly to 
honor King. When it was post- 
poned on Thursday, about 100 
black students broke four win- 
dows and ripped down lockers. 

And in Memphis, a surprise 
guest was Sen. Edward M. Ken- 
nedy, D-Mass. who said, “Let us 
work so no man be denied a job 1 
by the evil of discrimination . ... ; 
If I fight for these goals all my j 
public life, there is no greater j 
service I can do for - my coun- 
3 try • . -J 
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In 3 State Towns 


By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
T Predominantly Negro groups 
staged demonstrations in at 
least three Mississippi cities on 
.the anniversary of the death 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

5 Authorities at Greenville said 
‘Several hundred persons 
marched through the city Fri- 
day to a rally at Coleman High 
School stadium. The demonstra-- 
ition was sponsored _ by the 
; Greenville "Jnter den ominational * 
j Ministerial Alliance. i 

! A few whites, mostly ^ clergy - ) 
j men and Roman Catholic nuns, 
j march as it moved quietly 
1 through the Delta city. No inci- 
i dents were reported. • . h 

About 300 persons marched on 
; the Forrest County Courthouse 
' at Hattiesburg in a quiet dem- 
• onstration described by police 


I ’as “solemn.” 

. The : Rev. E. E. Grimmett, 
pastor of St. Pal’s United Meth- 
odist - Church, addressed the 
^gathering from the steps of the 
I: building and urged them to car- 
. ry on the doctrine of non-vio- 
lence espoused by the slain civ- 
jil rights leader. 

" Police at Meridian said about 


40 persons gathered in Highland 
i Park in a memorial demonstra- 
!• tion. The biracial group sang 
civil rights songs, read from 
^King’s works and discussed the 
ideas he had expressed. 

^ Meridian police and curious 
. onlookers witnessed the dmon- 
^stration, and no incidents were 
r reported. - ... 
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• ' • A Memorial Program for Dr. Logan, Pastor, is helping plan 
j Martin Luther King has been the services which will be very 
planned by the Natchez Chapter, impressive and will include 
of the NAACP, to be held here choir number as well as Memo- 
ion Friday evening, Rev. .Shed rial-talks.^ " ... . c-,.. 

| Baldwin, President of the Nat-: 
i chez Chapter, has announced, j 
V . . . . - 

:r The Memorial Program will! 
include a Memorial March from', 
the Beulah Baptist Church on; 

B. Street to the Court House and: 
return. . The Memorial March! 
will form, at the church at five-’ 
thirty o’clock. • _ i • 

j ...The Memorial Services will be.j 
'held at ■ seven'- o’clock at Beu- • 
lah Baptis^-Chnrclk Rev. W. L. j 
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KKK Attorney j 
To Defend Ray 

' • SAVANNAH, Ga. ■ (AP) — The 
j office of J.B.Stoner said today!' 
that Stoner; - an attorney with] 
past connections with the Kui 
Kiux Kfan and the National' 
States Bights party, will repre-' 

sent. James Ear! Ray in his 
fight -for a new trial in the- slay*: 
log * of Dr. . Martin .Luther King; 
Jr. 

-A, spokesman,; Edward' S. ; 
Fields,' said Stoner is en route* 
'by- automobile •* to '.Nashiviile I • 
where he»-plafrsvio : Tfrhfer with I 
.Ray SaturdapTiTO^Tmg. • j ~ 

Ray was imprisoned in Nash- 
ville .after pleading guilty in. 
Memphis to. King's slaying and 
receiving a 99-year sentence. . 

Fields said Stoner was hired 
to help Ray change his plea to i 
innocent and to defend him if he j. 
wins a new tftbl:*'^ H . 
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MEMPHIS, ’ Tenn.„ (AP) 7 - 
Maneuvers which , led . James 
Earl Ray. to change his plea, to 
escape the electric chair, in the 
slaying of Dr. * Martin Luther 
Ring Jr., began in mid-Decem- 
ber and had the, approval ^of 

U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, t 

Tennessee Gov. Buford Biting- i with his i Stanton 

ton and Coretta ;King, widow of S3i [± 

the Negro leader. .. . • An effort to learn what Mrs. 

These details emerged in re- ; I King’s reactions would be was 


fAL -i—~* v -i 


constructing the delicate nego- 
tiations that ’ produced ■ the 
agreement under 'which- Ray 
came into court Monday, admit- 
ted slaying King and received a 
prison term of 99 years, Had, he 
[ gone to trial and been convict? i 
ed, he could 1 have been. sen-! 
tenced to death. 1 . : r ' 

SEVERAL VERSIONS ; i 
The failure of the case to go to l 
trial produced some adverse , 
reaction and added to argu-J 
ments that a conspiracy wa^-i 
being ignored or covered up. '~Jj 
The agreement was first pro-f 
posed in mid- Decemb er. There* 
are two versions as -to who act-- 


initiated Dec. 31; Canale spoke 
with New York lawyer Harry 
Waebtel, counsel for Mrs. King 
and Dr. King’s family, and de- 
scribed the possible agreement. 
He also, then aired it with Ell- 
ington, who said he had no ob- 
jections. 

On Jan. 3, WacM. called Ca- 
nale and told him that Mrs. 
King and others in the King 
family were * “opposed in fact 
and in principle to capital pun- 
ishment and would not wish to 
see Ray executed in the electric 
chair.” ~ 

However, Waebtel empha- 
sized that Mrs. King wanted it 
ed fir At - , .. \ made clear that this did not in 

J* * ^ ‘ v *! ^any Way mean she or the others 

Shelby County Atty. Gen: Phil. in the family thought that, Ray 
Canale, who was in charged of acted alone: Mrs. King remains 
the prosecution, spoke by tele-, convinced there was a oonspira- 
phphe with the Civil Rights Di- cy and after the Monday hear- 
vision of the U.S. Justice 1 De- ing, she said, 
partment Dec. 19.- j “This plea of guilty cannot be 

PROCEDURE GIVEN 1 ‘ allowed to. dose the case or to 


4 


ly for inforrnatimrTegarding 
guilty plea” the judge said. 
“He also asked whether a guilty ■ 
plea could be settled with a life 
sentence. I said, “Whoa, that’s 
only 13 years in this state and 
the very ieast I’d consider is *99 
years.” I told him that before 
anything could be done there 
would have to be a full agree- 
ment between the defense and 
prosecution, that there would 
have to be a waiver of the de- 
fense motion and that examina- 
tion of Ray would have to take 
place in open . court at which 
time Ray would have to make 
clear that he understood what 

the plea meant.” 

The defense and prosecution; 
then began careful negotiations. ; 
They wanted to avoid a leak ; 
which would prematurely bring : 
the agreement into the • head- j 
lines, and ps^h-sps^disrupt it. j 


“In this call, T outlined the i 
procedures that would' ! be in- i 
. volved under Tennessee law. j 
The key points to the agreement ! 
were a plea of guilty and a sen- 
| tence of 99 years. I wanted the 
department’s vi'ewsr^ 5 ' 


end the search for many fingers 
which helped pulled the trig- 
ger.” 

Noteis describing Canale’s 
telephone calls, as well as infor- 
cation from=atterney Wachtel’s 
Ne w Yor k office , confirmed that 
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Lengthy, Guarded 
Discussions Led 
To His Decision 

By BERNARD GAVZER 
Associated Press Writer 

MEMPHIS, ■ Tercn. ( AP) — 
The decision of James Earl Ray 
to plead guilty to killing Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in re- 
turn for a 99-year prison term 
was the result of lengthy and 
closely guarded negotiations. . 

Not only did the prosecution 
and defense approve of the plan, 
a reconstruction of the events 
shows, but King’s widow, Cort- 
ta* U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey 
Clark and Tennessee Gov. Bu- 
ford Ellington concurred. 

Notes on telephone calls made 
by the prosecution and informa- 
tion from .a New York attor- 
ney’s office confirm that Mrs. 
King was informed of the poten- 
! tial agreement and apparently 
; approved it. 

But Mrs. King also made it 
clear that she did not want it 
thought that she -believed Ray 
acted alone. After Ray entered 
his plea, she said: “This plea of 
guilty cannot be allowed to close 
the case or to end the search for 
the many fingers which helped 
pull the trigger.” 

Information now becoming 
available also showed that Ray 
at first wanted to take his 
chances in court, but agreed to 
the ‘ 99 years when pi.c&ented 
| with the evidence against him. 
j Ellington was not available 
l for comment. — 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) . 


ay’s guass^teaiefore a spe* n^ pose d in“Tac "Paha in princi- ; 
cial session of Shelby County j e to ca pital punishment and* 1 ! 
Criminal court last Monday pre- wou m no t wish to see Ray exe- 
cluded a full-fledged trial which cu ted in the electric chair.” 
could have resulted in Ray s i A | ter original call to, 

j being sentenced to the electric i . \^aclitel 9 ' Canale also discussed 


chalr ’ , . . , . . , the matter with Ellington, who 

The. absence of such a trial sgdd h a d no objections to the 
[with its full .presentation of evi- deal . 0n Jan 3> C ariale‘ called 
[dence has added fuel to the con- ^ j usti c e Department again, 1 
t trover sy of whether .Ray was and waS .informed that * Clark- 
-merely part of a conspiracy to* had giv€n - ;his approval to the 
kill King. . n i an 

. Phil Canale, Shelby .County JL— — - ’ ■ - - • - 

district attorney general who 
headed .the prosecution team, j 
and Hugh Stanton, the public 
defender, both confirmed that; 
talks leading to a possible guilty j 
plea began in December. • But j 
they differed over who insfigat- j 
ed the negotiations.-. * 

Canale said that in a tele-! 
phone conversation with the 
U. S. civiL rights division of 
Department of Justice on Dec. 

19 he outlined the procedures 
which would be followed under 
Tennessee law. “The key points. ' 
t o the agr $graQ”^were a plea of 
guilty an d^~asAgj tence of 99^| 
years,” Canale said. 

Stanton „ said he talked with •, 

Canale about a possible guilty. < 
plea “at least a week before; 

Christmas, and as I remember, ! 
he said he wanted to check it! 
out with his associates.” V, 

Stanton said the defense- 
( investigation had prompted a I 
' feeling that Ray faced a- possi- 
ble death sentence if the case! 
went to trial, and that a deal' 

! could be made for the 99-year < 

| term. - • 

■ | Canale, on- Dec. ^31, > called! 

, Harry Wachtel, a New York at i 5 
i torney for Mrs. King and DrV. 
t King’s family, to see what Mrs.l 
t’ King’s reaction would be. Wach- 
j tel called back Jan. 3 and said' 
r Mrs. King wanted it made clear ^ 
that such a deal did not’ mean" 
that; she' and others in the fami-,J , . 

. ly thought there was no' conspirr! 

j acy. \,i 
i I But, Wachte l said, M rs. King 
! and other family member were: 
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been offer edtj^Jw^sboTiette in an- 
other part of the establishment, 
but this would have looked out co 
Main Street, away from the Lor- 
raine site. J 

6.' Of the aliases he usra, 
three were of living men all re- 
siding within the Toronto area: 
Paul Bridgman, Ramon George 
Sneyd, Eric Starvo Galt : Galt’s 
actual middle name is St. Vin- 
cent. 

Did someone select the 
names? ‘What were the odds 
that he could randomly select 
*:such names and then find suffi- 


blond, Latir?=^n^n-y named 

“Raoul.” This man, Ray sakL .... . . . - 

gave him thousands of dollars.}*'^ infonmation to be able to 
But the Royal Canadian Mounti. use them, such , as he did m 

^ /iMAlnvtrV nn H AtnAl* AT r_ 


ed Police say no evidence of 
such a man has been found. 
Was this a fantasy or was tSke 
a person named Raoul? 

3. Minutes after Dr. King was 


shot as he stood on the balcony 
of the Lorraine Motel kv Mem- 
phis, one police radio channel 
was occupied with details of a 

fake pursuit of a white Mustang 7 _ 

which apparently concentrated iy Alabama Highway Patrol re- 
police attention in directions j ceived a- telephone request for 
away from the more logical and 1 1 a duplicate license for “Galt,” 

• 1 « i 1 - C l'l * i. 1 . A J i i K 1 Ti 1, 


seeking passport and other off 
cial documents in the names of 
Bridgman and Sneyd? 

WHO SENT QUARTER 
7. While in Birmingham, be- 
fore the King assassination, Ray 
bought a white Mustang for 
$1,995 cash. Later, when he was 
in Los Angeles, two unexplained 
events regarding the license oc- 
curred. On Feb. 28-29, 1968, the 


LID ON QUESTIONS 

Guilty 

Left 

Editor’s Note— -For more than 
six months now, AP Newsfea- 
tures Writer Bernard Gavzer 
has practically lived with the 
case of James Earl Ray. To 
gather material for a recent 
15,000 word story on ‘Ray and 
the King murder, Gavzer trav- 
eled 10,000 miles, , tracking down 
all possible clues. . 

By BERNARD GAVZER 
AP Newsfeatures Writer 
James Earl Ray’s plea of 
■guilty to the murder of Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. put the lid 
on a court trial which may have 
aired puzzling questions about 
his escape from prison, his mo- 
tive in killing King and his 
flight from justice. 

His imprisonment without the 
searching inquiry a trial would 
have produced leaves a number 
of key questions unanswered: 

1. . How. did he pay his way? 

From the time of his escape 
from Missouri State Peniten- 
tiary at Jefferson City, Mo., 

April 23, 1967, until his capture 
in London, June 8, 1968, it is es- 
timated he spent., at least 
$10,000. He had graveled var : . 

, iously to Toronto, Montreal, At- 
[lantaj Birmingham, ■ New, Or- 
leans, Puerto Vallabta, Mexico, 

Los Angeles,. Memphis, Portu- 
gal and London. He reportedly 
robbed a Montreal house of 
prostitution of $800 and a Lon- 
don bank of about $400. 

FANTASY? 

2. Published accounts from 
prison of Ray’s version of his 
: flight say he was contacted in 1 hallway bathi^em, -c ^m which j* l^Pbniidto a 

1 Montrea l by a* #Med. or the fatal shot was fired? He had wheie he nrst 


immediate routes of flight to ad 
joining Arkansas or Mississippi. 
Police said this was a hoax, but 
so far as is known there has? 
been no public explanation of 
the coincidence that the white 
Mustang of the hoax was to be 
the same kind of car which Ray 
used. 

MOVED 

4. Dr. King had previously 
housed himself in the white-op- 
erated Rivermont Motel but he 
moved into the Negro-operated 
Lorraine on April, 4, 1968, the 
day King was slain. How did- 
Ray know for certain that King 
was there lind that he had a 
room on a balcony that was ex- 
posed to possible attack. sfrom a 
number of positions across a 
street? 

5. How did Ray pick the room- 
ing house on Main Street and 
how did he know .that the 'best 
vantage point would be from the 
hallway bathi^pom , - :fr^m which 


as Ray was known. Jt was sent*’ 
■to a Birmin g ham ro oming , house 


on March 1, wiiii d~f£quest for 
25 cents fee. The quarter was- 
received by the highway depart- * 
ment on * March 6. Who placed^- 
the call, who sent the quarter, j 
why? ’ * ! 

8. In an Atlanta rooming j 
house before the. slaying,- Ray 
, had departed, leaving behind a 
map. which bore his fingerprint 
and had four places circled on 
it: King’s home, the headquar- 
ters of vthe Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, King’s 
' church and a project housing 
area where the white Mustang 
was found abandoned after the 
< slaying. Who furnished the in-j 
formation for the map? Did Ray j 
! figure it out on his own, or werej 
• others involved? 
j 9. Before the slaying, Ray 
i went to the Aero Marine Supply 
Co., near the Birmingh am air- 
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; .243 Remingles^Se^e'turned the, 
j -next day, to get a more power- 
i ful Remington Gamemaster.; 

- Why would he have risked mak- 
ing an exchange which would; 
fix his appearence in the minds 
of others? Why would he have 
decided on a more powerful: 
weapon?. The .243 would have 
been just as deadly, say some 
hunters. 

\ \ ESCAPE DUBIOUS 
1 10. Ray’s published accounts of f 
his . escape from the Missouri i 

- State Penitentiary say he scaled i 
the wall with the aid of a long--* 
handled kitchen tool. Examina- ! 

' tion of the inside of the wall in- j 
i dicates this was a highly fanci- 
ful account. Had he indeed gone 
j‘ over the wall at the point he i 
j claims, he still would not have i 
j been out of the prison because 1 
- 1 there is an additional super- 
1 , vised area he would have had to 
{ negotiate. Prison authorities 
j still contend he got into a bread- 
box with the aid of one or perv 
haps more prisoners. If so; who 
helped him? 11. After the 
slaying, Ray managed to obtain 
a passport in Toronto under the 
name of Ramon George Sneyd. ! 
There are conflicting versions of 
just how his passport was ob- [ 
tained, especially since the Bu-< 
reau of Vital Statistics in Toron- 1 
. to has no record of sending a ! 

I duplicate “Sneyd” birth certi- 
ficate to him. One- was sent to 
Ray, as “Paul Bridgman,” but 
it was returned, urireceived. 
Without any document to show I 
his identity, it remains a mys- 
tery as to how Ray was able to 
get the passport in the name of 
Sneyd. 12. Once he went 
abroad and arrived in Portugal, 

, Ray was safe from the long arm 
of American law. The United 
States has no extradition agrees 
ment with Portugal involving 
such capital cases and he would 
have been safe there. He went to 
London. Why? , j 

There are 1 other questions, j 
pertinent but in a way, second- * 
ary. The answers to these key 
questions may have emerged, 
had witnesses been called and 
evidence presented, and had 
Ray been on the stand for 
^gross— examination^*^ ^ 


\ 
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MEMPHIS, Term. (AP) — 
James Earl Ray pleaded guilty 
on' his 41‘st* birthday Monday to a 
first degree murder charge and 
was' sentenced to 99 years in 
state prison in the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
But he said he disagreed ■ “with 
the theory that . there was no 
conspiracy” in King’s death/; 

In Washington, a spokesman 
for the Justice Department said 
the investigation into the origi- 
nal allegations of a conspiracy 
is still open. 

The guilty plea means Ray 
will be eligible for parole on his 
71st birthday or earlier if time 
served in jail here is taken into 
] account. His lawyer, Percy 
Foreman of Houston/ - Tex., . 
‘said .he agreed to the plea “to 
save this man’s life.” 

First-degree murder is pun- 
ishable in Tennessee by . sen- 
tences ranging from 20 years to 
death in the electric chair. No 
one has been executed in the 
chair since 19M — , : _ 


^ ' ~ rr . of gar- 

© . .* •*. . ' I bage collectors, most of theiii 

Negroes, who were on 1 strike. i 
U/M0 pill Wyy.J That walkout, over demands 

' * for a union contract and a pay 

9 Cll increase, was settled soon after 

' B King was slain. On June 8, Ray 

! » • — -*| was arrested in London by Scot* . 

PROCE^M^SWIFT j land Yard detectives— climax - 1 

The whole proceeding took l^g w hat has been' described as 
less than Vh hours from guilty one of ,the world’s biggest man- ; 
plea to sentence at 12:12 p;m. hunts. - ! 1 

The 12-man jury which formally RETURNS TO'MEMPHIS ; 
fixed the sentence included two Returned to Memphis under . 
Negroes. * tight security after : British ex* 

•The jury had agreed in ad- tradition hearings,-. Ray has ^ 

vahee to the state-defense ar- , heen held m— a ■■^trpceially ar 

rangement for the guilty plea 1 mored, air-conditioned cell at 
and 99-year sentence. . the Shelby County Jail. 

4f Ai*e voih pleading ' guilty ‘be- ; His trial, first set for Novem- k 
cause you killed Dr. Martin Lu- (be r, was postponed twice and 

ther King in such a manner that ; faad ^een scheduled to begin 

y ou would be * found guilty of I April 7. 

first-degree murder under the : The g U nty plea itself was en- 
laws of this state?” Criminal tered w hile the jury, selected 
Court Judge Preston Battle i tw0 wee ks ago and at work in 

masked Ray. - j other Criminal Court oases 

^“Yes.^’ m " pljjHip g guilty/ 1 ! since then, was not yet in the 
Ray replied. Une way. or anoth* courtroom. . • V1 

er he repeated this answer four, Ray, attired in a checked blue 
times.* " . : \ " sport coat and dark pants, was 

* King was shot once' with a ri* questioned by Judge Battle at 
fie bullet, fired* from' a rooming length over his decision to plead 
•house across the street from the guilty/ 

Lorraine Motel last April 4. The EXPLAINED RIGHTS 
• civil rights leader had come/ “Has your lawyer_e xplafned 
i her e to leffTHSnpnstration jn i all your ri gh^!to^u?_Jl^ 
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judge asked f ^ rottfe said these] 
rights include trial by jury, with' 
appeals. “Do you understand] 
these?” ^ 

Q. Is this what you want to 
do? 

A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. Do you understand that a 
plea of guilty means that you 
waive your right to appeal the 
conviction, or to appeal any pre- 
trial rulings which may have 
gone against you. Do you under- 
stand this: 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Has anything else been 
promised to you besides the 99- 
year sentence to induce you to 
plead guilty? 

A. No. 

Q. Has any pressure been put 
on you to induce you to enter a 
plea of guilty? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you pleading guilty be- 
cause you killed Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King in, such a manner that 
you would be found guilty of 
first-degree murder under the 
laws of this state? 

A: Yes, I’m pleading guilty. 


Q. I want again if ] Again, indication 

you are pleading guilty that you the hearing would entail 
killed Martin Luther King under Lgy a briefing session for the 
circumstances under which you j n ewsmen began at 8 a.m. An 
could be found guilty of first-de- f jj 0Ur m & a half later, Ray told 
igree murder under the laws of I judge in court he wanted to 

this state? . plead guilty. * 

A. Yes, sir. | JURY WILLING 

• Then, to make no mistake, 
came the judge’s lengthy ques- 

— — — tinning of Ray and finally, as 

conspiracy. But, he said, if suchi R ay sa t quietly in the court, the 
evidence arises, the state will : judge asked the jurors if they 
be quick to prosecute. I were willing to abide by the 


Later, when he passed sen- 
tence, the judge himself said 
there was no evidence of any 


Canale, the district attorney, 1 
was asked later at a news 
conference about Ray’s possible 
motive in pleading guilty. - 


fused to elaborate, but said lat- 
er there was “some indication 
he (Ray) was a .racist.” 

Battle himself told newsmen: 
“Memphis has been blamed for 
the death of Dr. King, to me 
wrongfully and irrationally. Nei-1 
ther the decedent (King) nor his ( 
killer lived here. Their orbits ; 
merely intercepted here.” 

The judge said he felt he had! 
tried the case “as nearly as pos-j 
sible to other like cases, and to ! 


tered the courtroom. Dist. Atty. 
Gen. Philip Canale and Fore- 
man then made their usual 
opening statements to the jury. 
Canale told the jurors that there 
was no evidence of any conspir- 
acy in the case. 

Foreman put it this way: “It 
took me months to prove to my- 
self . . . that it was not a con- 
spiracy.” 

It was then that Ray stood up 
and, addressing the judge, said, 
“I don’t want to change things. I 
just want to add something. I 
don’t agree with the theory that 
there was no conspiracy.” He 
did not elaborate. 


guilty plea arrangement 
All 12 men raised their hands 
in assent. At 12:12 p.m., Battle 

to dofcn 

with it,” Canale replied. He re- ed guilty to first-degree murder 

* and it is the judgment of the 

court that you be conf ined for 99 ! 
years in the state penitentiary. 1 
There still was no immediate 
indication when Ray would 
leave Ins special jail cell and be 
transferred to the penitentiary 
in Nashville— or how the trans- 
fer would be made. 

At Nashville, however, Harry, 
Avery, state corrections com-, 
missioner, said at mddmornmg 
that his office had not been in 
contact “with the people m 
Memphis” concerning Ray. 

“Rut in view of the special se- 
curity arrangements in Mem- 1 , 
phis, he said, “We will keep 
him in maximum security here 
u’-i-.l his classification is com- 
pietcd : Ubout a month m six 
weeks.” 


— / — X U W * I VV VVilVJL ^ wnvi 

Soon afterward, the jury en- scrupulously follow the law” 1 , 

] i/l rvl Ail.. 1 . _ . 


and his own conscience. 

Foreman, who took over fee- 
case on the eve of .Ray’s sohed- 1 
ruled November trial, told the! 
judge eadier in the court: j 

“I’ve never had hopes of any- 
thing except ... to save this 
man’s life.” He took over from 
Arthur Hanes, former mayor of 
Birmingham, Ala., after Ray 
fired Hanes four days before his 
November trial was to start, 
r This resulted in a postpone- 
jment of fee scheduled trial until 
iMarch 3 and thence to April 7 to 
give Foreman more time to pre- 
pare a case. . 

The first public hint 'of the 


| > J.uc 111 JV jJUWllU 11X111; V/A 

At this point, Foreman inter- gu flty plea came last Friday, 
ruped Ray to say that his client j published' the story, the subject 
was pleading guilty to first-de- j ^ recurrent but unconfirmed 
gree murder, “not to anything jj rimors . Soon afterward, news- 
about a conspiracy:” . J 1 , - t * ■ — - 

“Will this change any of fee 
answers you gave me previous- 
ly?” asked the judge. 

“No, sir*” RS y^epiied . 


men accredited to cover the 
trial— there were about 100 of 
them, all told— were summoned 
to be in court 
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King’s Wife 
Asks Case 
Kept Open 

ATLANTA', Ga. (AP) - Mrs/ 
Martin Luther King Jr., said j 
Monday that James Earl Ray’s 1 
plea of guilty in the slaying of 
her husband “cannot be allowed 
to close the case, to end the 
search for the many > fingers 
which helped pull the trigger.” 

Mrs. King said, however, that 
for her family, ‘'there is a sense 
of emotional relief” in the sen- 
tencing of Ray. 

“For the moment, we have 
been spared a trial which would 
compel' us to relive the fearfully 
tragic events of his death. .But 

we realize that this is but a res- 
pite,” she said in a statement. 
MTTST rONTINTJF. 


“f thp co nscience_fl i the na- 

tion rest.” , , „ , . 

Earlier, the Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy, who succeeded King 
as head of the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference, 
said that Ray’s admission of 
guilt strengthens his belief that 
there . was a conspiracy in 

King’s slaying. 

OPPOSE DEATH 

Both Abernathy and Mrs. 
King reiterated their stand that 
the death penalty for Ray would 
be contrary to the moral and re- 
ligious convictions of King. 

“Retribution and vengeance 
have no place in our beliefs,” 
Mrs. King said. 

. The Rev. James Orange of 
SCLC, who was with King when 
he was slain, said, “I am trying 
to stay out of this. I think they 
should set that man free.” He 
declined to elaborate when 
asked Why he felt Ray should be 
set free, sayingjiehad no fur- 

ther commentr~ ~ 


• Mrs. King said that “all con- 1 
cerned people must press, the] 
State of Tennessee and the. U.S. , 
government to continue until all ; 
.who are responsible for this 
crime have ’^ggs=apprehended.” 1 
“Not ' until then.” ■ she said , 1 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


t 1 Shortly after Hmc^pncluded 


erHyie^c 

IJhis session witnlfiegrand jury, 
iRay’s attorneys appeared be- 
fore Judge Battle for a hearing 
on several defense motions. 

These included a request by 
the prisoner to have a photogra- 
pher make a series of pictures ; 
I of him. in his. steel-plated jail 
j cell. Ray said a magazine had 
offered to pay him up to $5,000 1 
for exclusive rights to publish 
the pictures. Ray said he need- : 

, ed the money for his defense. | 
Before going before the jury, 
Huie told newsmen he could ! 
name others he said were in- 
volved in King’s slaying-but 1 
probably wouldn’t do so before 
the grand jury. 

“ I can’t name people who I 
think may , be involved until 
they are arrested. I could be 
sued for libel,” said the dapper 
Alabama author. 

Asked how the grand jury 
could return indictments if he 
did not name names, Huie re- 
plied, “I am not in the law 
enforcement business. The only 
information I have is informa- 
tion given me by James Earl 
Ray. All of it has been made 
available to the FBI and the 
State of Tennessee.” < * 
Judge Battle has cited several 
other persons for violating his 
no-publicity edict, including two 
Memphis newspapers and Ray’s 
former attorney, Arthur Hanes, 
onetime mgyor^r^irmingham. 


Chai 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)- 
William Bradford Huie, biogra- 
pher of Janies Earl Ray, was 
arrested on a contempt of court 
warrant Friday after testifying 
for two hours and 40 minutes 
: before the Shelby County Grand 
; ^ry. Kay is charged with mur- 
s dering Dr. Martin Luther King 
, Jr. 

I Huie, . who claims knowledge 
! °f ? conspiracy in the King 
' slaying, had been directed to 
appear before the grand jury 
and tell all he knows about the 
'■ case. 

The warrant was issued by 
Criminal Court Judge W. 
Preston Battle, the judge who 
will try Ray when he goes to 
trial March 3 on a charge of 
. assassinating King. The con- j 
.tempt citation was based on a 
Mrict no pre-trial publicity hr- I 
dec issued by Judge Battle. < 
. Iluie’s articles on Ray, in 
which he said King’s death was 
the outgrowth of a conspiracy, 
appeared in Look Magazine. He 
purportedly paid Ray up to $35,- 
000 for the material he used in 


* 
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' PHILADELPHIA (AP) - A 
ranking figure" in the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence (SCLC) refused Sunday to 
elaborate on evidence he claims 
could free Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s accused assassin.- 

j “I have evidence that would 
! free him,” the Rev. James Bev- 
el said at a news conference. “I 
won’t discuss the specific evi- 
dence now because it wouldn’t 
be beneficial to. James Earl 
Ray. But, he’s not guilty.” 

The director of SCLC’s non-vi- 
olent education and direct ac- 
tion program, sent a telegram 
Saturday to Ray in Memphis; 
Tenn., which read 

“I would like to 'inform you 
that I would be very happy to 
take your case .without fee. I 


was present on April 4 at the 
Lorraine Motel when Dr. King 
died— you have been accused of 
murdering him. Of - course, I 
know you are not guilty.” 
DELAYED 

The 32-year-old civil rights ad- 
vocate and former liaison offi- 
cer between SCLC and militant 
Negro groups, said he did not 
volunteer his information sooner 
because of the shock immedi- 
ately following King’s slaying. 

“I hadn’t prepared to be re- 
sponsive to him,” Bevel said. 
“But then I thought, 'Here’s a 
man sitting here that shouldn’t 
be here.’ ” 

Ray is scheduled to go on trial 
March 3 in Memphis on a 
charge of murder. , j‘ 

“If he (Ray) deddas^not to I 

i.' i • fc . id . i 

take my services, that’s his L 


choice,” BevgLs^T would" 
continue to be very good and 
warm to him. I wouldn’t be i 
against him.” 

Bevel is not a member of the 
bar, but a lawyer “by circum- 
stances.” The native of Itta 
Bena, Miss., said he was quali- 
fied to defend Ray because of 
the legal experience gained 
while representing himself dur- 
ing several civil rights’ cases in 
Mississippi. 

! NO REACTION 
. Pub !ic Defender Hugh Stanton 1 
m Memphis has refused to react 
to the telegram as has Ray’s at- 
torney, Percy Foreman of Hous- 
ton.. 

King was cut down by' a sni- : 
per’s bullet while leading a 
strike by Memphis garbage col- 
lectors last spring. 

His accused assassin was sub- 
sequently arrested in London 
following an intensive manhunt 
and extradiSffwmimphis. 
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Bj^BERNARD GAVZER #, 
AP.iNewsfeatures Writer ^ 

The "shot that mortally wound- 
ed the3ffev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr^was fired at 6:01 p.m.*, 

1 April 4*,fl968, so far as the most 
careful-checking can determine. 

Within minutes, police 
combed the immediate area, 
going'* toward probable vantage 
points* especially toward a 
rooming . house less than 100 
yards away. Witnesses thought 
the shot-came from there, and 
two occupants of the rooming 
house soon told of hearing the 
sound of .a rifle shot coming 
from, the hallway bathroom. 
The man they said had appar- 
ently emerged from the bath- 
room— which had a window af- 
fording a direct line of fire to 
the motel balcony where Dr. 
King stood— went down the hall 
and out of the building, carrying 
come sort of package. 

/WENT BACK 

That was the. last time anyone 
remembers seeing him in the vi- 
cinitijrof 422% S. Main St., Mem- 
phis) Tenn. Where did he go? 
How* did he manage to vanish so 
quickly and completely? 

Investigators, once they found 
the ’abandoned white Mustang in 
Atlanta, were able to go back 
bit by bit, finding who had 
owned it, who bought it where 
it had been serviced, and so on. 
But now' the chore .was to dis- 
cover what it could tell about 
where its driver had gone. How 
did it get to Atlanta? Could any- 
one safely say it was abandoned 
by the man who was to become 
known as Eric Starvo Galt- 
Harvey: : Lowimyer- James Earl „ 
Ray?" 2 7 ^ ’ 1 


The own ^r of - th e Atlanta 
rooming" house could not . say j 
whether “Galt” had returned to 
the;‘ropm n anytime before 10:30 |i 
a.m.*- Friday, April 5. That was 
when he ‘came in to pull the ; 
linens and found the room emp- 
ty and**a*note regarding the TV ; 
set. * '*< 

Had anyone' in flight .wanted 
to head^to Canada from Atlanta, 
he would have had a choice of 
three^Creyhound buses to .To; 
rontb._ambng other .points. It’s a 
scheduled 35 hours'- and by taik- 
ingfthe 10:30 p.m. bus, a travel- 
er ;^would arrive in Toronto ’at- 
9:30 a.m., April 7. 

** FINAL ODYSSEY 

In the Huie-Ray account, Ray 
reportedly reaches Canada 
April 6. . ’ ■ 

It is known that on April 8, 
1968,’ James Earl Ray certainly^ 
was embarked on -his final Ca- 
nadian odyssey. 

It was omthis day that a man 
wearing dark-rimmed glasses, a. 
burgundy sport, jacket and tan 
raincoat came to 102-Ossingtwv 
Ave., in a working-class section 
ol ‘Toronto largely inhabited by 
Italians^: Hungarians, Poles,, 
Lithuanians and Chinese^ 
Mfs:^‘Leda J Szpakowsky, the 
landladyyshowed him a room on 
the .second floor. It had a large 
bay Window overlooking the 
street^a double bed, TV with 
rabbity, ears antenna, . three 
woodaff- chairs, a; chest- of draw- ( 
ers, a?f6bd cabinet, a dinette ta- ■ 
He. ftwoi color depictions' of Je- 
sus Christ, and a wall decora- 
tion Staying “Home • Sweet 
Horned-. \ t 

Therman said . he was a real 
estate : /salesniaiirTrre~ paid the ; 


rent ‘bf : $10 in advance, left and 
returned; in me ehrly evening 
with small overnight bag. • * 
MANNERLY LODGER . 

Hismame? .... 

“PaugBridgman,’* said , the 
mana.^ .< ; ; , . , 

He^hs a : quiet, mannerly 
lodger Ssaid. Mrs. Szpakowsky. 
He wpujdjgo out a little' (before 9 s 
a.mjrraturn. before noon leave 

4 r t 4. y. , ■ * 

in o the r early, afternoon and re- 
turn [afterjdinner time. * 
His^movements during these, 
hour sand' clays is not clear. One 
man thought he may have been! 
the* person 1 w ho cam e to the Tc- 0 


ronto Amateur Athletic; uud 
which is across the street from 
the' rooming house at 102 Os- 
singtcn: The club man said such 
a man*: had inquired about a 
steam bath and shower but left 
when the telephone rang ■ ahd he 
went to answer it. . 

ALIASES FROM LIBRARY 

He may have been in the Pub- 
lic Library on College Street,' 
looking through bound volumes^ 
of backdated newspapers, such 
as the Toronto Telegram of 
Nov. 11, 1932, and the Toronto 
Daily Star of Oct: 8, 1932. Thej 
Toronto Telegram of that date 
carries the birth announcement 
of one Paul Edward Bridgman^ 
who now is. a consultant in the) 
.Toronto school system. The Dai- 
ly Star of that date carries the, 
birth -announcement of; Ramon 1 
George Sneyd, a constable in 
the Toronto Police Department. , 
ORIGIN OF NAME , 

i i 

When and where did he pick ' 
the name “Paul Bridgman?” If 
somehow he had gotten to To- 
ronto earhi Friday. April 5, 
1968, presmnShiy ^he could have 
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found it i nJjhft jihca ry newspa- 
pers that Friday or on Satur- 
day. The library is closed on 
| Sunday. If he bad not arrived 
I until Monday j April 8, when 
fcould he have gotten the name, 
since he used it on renting his 
room? It is. not known whether 
anyone at the library ever saw 
anyone , answering his descrip- 
tion either, prior to April 8, or in 
the eight days Mowing. ’■ 

(The birth announcements 
carry some very essential infor- 
mation— ^such as the maiden 
name of the mother as well as 
the name of the father.' This is 
the sort of information needed 
when one applies for a paisas 
port)., 

, And “Paul Bridgman” clearly 
had a passport on his mind on 
April 11. On that day, he came 
to Mrs. Mabel Agnew’s" Arcade 
Photo Studio oh Yonge St. She 
.personally took passport photos 
of “Paul Bridgman.” 

INQUIRY BY PHONE 
• •• She'- would hot say, when he 
picked them up, but did say 
“Our pictures are always ready 
^in 20 minutes to a half hour:” 

'Five days later, Mrs. Yee Sun 
Loo, landlady of a rooming 
house at 962 Dundas St., which 
( is one of the main thoroughfares 
which crosses Ossington Ave., 
received a call from a. “Ramon 
George Sneyd” who telephoned 
^inquire about a room. 

"’The same day,; April 16, “Ra- 
mon George Sneyd” walked into 
the Kennedy Travel Bureau on 
|,Bloor St. He asked Miss Lillian 
! .Spencer, the office manager, 
about travel to London and also 
Completed a passport applica- 
tion. As one of his next-of-kin he 
[listed “Paul Bridgman.” 
hHe presented a ; duplicate birth 
^certificate in the iiame . of 
(Sneyd, three passport photo- 
graphs and. $8 fee. Normally, 
|such an application requires the 
|name of another Canadian citi- 
pzen! who has known the appli- 
cant at least two years, but in 
^Canada this can be satisfied by 
; the applicant swearing on oath: 
.'•.that .the informa£i£n4s=true.: i 


The bl ack^bnw^n^ add ed to the 
idea that it was a .tuxedo-style j 
jacket. A second version of the 
same photograph was distribut - 1 
fed, this time with eyes painted j 
in by an FBI artist. 

REAL GALT 

There is a real Eric S.’Galt. 
The full name is Eric St. Vin- 
cent Galt. He is a man of 54 and i 
an employe of Union Carbide in 
Toronto. M j^Gal t^roas fourid to. 

ba a law^bktag, responsible 1 



counh ; ^^..was said to 

“have vous habit- of occa- 
sionally '"pulling at an ear lobe 
with his hand. His left ear. pro- 
trudes further from his head 
than his right ear.” 

The complaint charged: 

“On or about March 29, 1968, 

5? 1 1 


at" Birmingham, Ala., ... Eric 
IjStarvo Galt and an individual! 

; whom he alleged to be his broth- . 
j er, entered into a conspiracy ! 
i which continued until on or j 
about April 5, 1968, to injure, op- 11 * 


citizen- 

idea how anyone 
using his name. An 
had trav- 
shore ! 

-js on vacations. But how; 
anyone could have had access 
to his papers or to information 
about him, he could not fathom. 
He did do something unusual, 
however, in signing- his name. 
He abbreviated his middle 
name, St. Vince’nt, as St. V.,t 
making little circles, for the 
periods. One reading the signa- 
ture could interpret it as saying 
“Starvp.” ' 

The next day, April 18, at 
Mrs. Szpafcowsky’s rooming 
house, her young daughter an- 
swered the phone and a man 
asked for ‘^-i^dgman.” He 
was not' - home, she said. No 


. , . ..... r ' M I1V6 wviuv, I 

press, threaten or_mtimidate ,i messa g e was left. 

Martin Luther King, Jr in,;- Qver on . Dundas St ., *<R am0 n 


the free exercise *or ■ enjoyment 
of a right secured to him by the 
Constitution, or laws of the Unit- 
ed States; namely, the right to 
freely travel fromjstals^to state. (1 ???* necr 
UTfifftHerance bf^^donspifa^ 1 dld ’ on Aprl1 19 ‘ 
cy, Eric, Starvo Galt did, on or 
about March 30, 1968, purchase 
a rifle at Birmingham, Ala. 


George Sneyd” saw Mrs. Yee 
Sun Loo and gave her $9, a 
week’s ren t, in , advance, and 

said he’d'be moving-in later. He 




‘ Photographs of the wanted 
man showed a man with his 
eyes closed. He was wearing a 
dark or black suit Jacket that 
was cut so much of a white shirt 


RAY UNCOVERED 

And now, the alias “Eric Star- 
. vo Galt” is officially discove red. 
In Washington— finger- 
prints are: matched and there is 
no, mistake about it: the wanted 
man & James Earl Ray, an es- 
caped 1 convict from the.Missouri. 
State. Penitentiary. He had been 




nuo lliUUl \JL a VY 111 1C D1 111 b ~ 

coiild be seen, the sort of jacket serving 20. years for armed rob- 
that m igfji -dir^ith a tuxedo. jl bery. and .as an habitual crimi- 

i nall.i He .h'a ^-tnnEnx a - served sev- 
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en 

23 , 1967 . . 

^ brother gets the news 

In St' Louis, at “The Grape- 
Vine” tavern on the South Side, 
John Larry Ray heard the news 
stoically;" It was ' on the radio. 
His brother was wanted for one 
of the sensational killings of our 
time,; He^ went on serving his= 
.customers.,’ 

“But. I was kind of surprised,” 
John Larry says. “Personally, I 
.got doubts myself that "Jimmy 
! did the actual killing. He wasn’t 
the^kind of guy who broods a 
lot, and he wasn’t a political 
[guy;:. 

V “If I. had to see a reason and 
"there was. no money involved, 
■then I can’t see Jimmy doing it. 
He 'w 3 s.,np racist. My brother, 

! Jerry, ‘ will tell you the same 
'thing.” . - v 

. J erry; who was . working as a 
maintenance man at Sportsman 
Country Club near Northbrook, 
a Chicago suburb, said James 
“was nevei; a man of violence.” 

“Look. ; ait all the money he 
came into all of, a sudden. Buy- 
ing Mustangs, taking dancing 
lessons, taking -trips to Mexico,” 
Jerry, shid! 

But John Larry . and Jerry are 
hardly^ the ’’best authorities re- 
igarding James Earl. * . ^ 

> LARCENY 

■ “I .ain’t^saw ,Jim on ' the out- 
side' Only on the in- 
. side;’' adrnits John Larry;.. who 
entered fMenard Prison in Illir 
nois 'Junevl, 1953, on a 5 to 10 
years- ’sentence for; motor ‘vehi- 
cle larceny. He was known as 
John^ Ryarij Inmate No. 23401. 
He was-released Feb.'l, 1960. * 

Jerry Centered Menard Feb. } 
26, 1954, ori' a 2-to-5 for larceny, i 
under, the' name Gerald Ryan:, 
Before' then; he . had been at St; 
Charles reform school in Illi- 
nois.; He was paroled from Me- 
nard pei: 12 , 1955, and returned 
as a parole.' violator Aug. 1 , 1958. 
He was 'discharged May 6 , 1960. 

'Brother Jim had been else- 
l . where most .of the time since 
1949.' So there were few and rare 
occasions /or the -brothers to see 
or know J "one aether, especial-! 

) 1 v as free nien^-^, 1 


' At the Mi ssos^St aite Peniten- 
tiary in Jefferson City, Mo., it 
was approximately 3:25 p.m., 
on Sunday,. April 23, 1967, when 
Lt. William R. Turner, Control 
Center ’.Desk- Officer, was fold 
there Jiad been an escape from 
the institution. ' 7 * - 

?°r J 

work at ll-.a.m. He was missing 
■ from the 5 p.m. count. A search 
was made of the grounds and 


fwdls, insife=wnd%)Ut, without, 
result. • 

Ray, according to Huie, 
claims to have, escaped at ap- 
proximately 8:30 a. m. when a 
guard 'nodded and he sprinted 15 
feet; from the kitchen, loading 
dock 'to ; the 23-foot wall, at a 
-point where thereyis a tunnel 
through' [ it. :■ Ray supposedly 
hoisted himself atop a pipeline 
land from this starting point of 
. about 6 feet up the wall, man- 
aged - to get sufficient hold in 
crevices by using a four foot rod 
to hoist himself in stages over 
the wall. The rod has a hook at 
the end and is used in the kitch- 
en to move-hot pans in large ov- : 
ens. 

CHALLENGED 

“Ray is covering up,” says 
Fred Wilkinson, Missouri State 
Director t of Corrections. “We 
discovered ’ very early in the 
game that he was aided in the 
escape by another inmate. We 
know who that inmate, is and he 
still is in prison. Regardless. of 
what Ray says' now, we are sat- 
isfied that he got out hidden in a 
breadbox'.” 

..Wilkinson and; others pre- 
viously reconstructed the es- 
cape as having occurred in this 
way:! An inmate helped him get 
into a 3x5 breadbox, squishing 
the loaves as he got in, and then 
covering him with bread. The 
box was placed on an open, 
stake track for a two and a half 
mile trip to the Renz Farm,, 
which is a prison farm: There 
are eight boulevard stops and 
two traffic .lights on the route 
frornthe pfcsmrrmf downtown 


Jefferson C ity. Ja._tha farm. The 
box holding Ray was one of two 
on the truck. Ray needed the 
help of an inmate to be certain 
his box wouldn’t be ,on the bot- 
tom. There was once an- escape 
attempt in which a convict was 
hidden in.a coffin but other pris- 
oners, unaware of the. escape, J 
loaded it on a freight .car upside 
down. The.man almost suffocat- * 

ed. • ' /. • ) 

PRISON UNIFORM ' 

Ray presumably was wearing 
foe prison uniform— a dark- 
green outfit with , a three-quar- 
ters inch black stripe on the out- 
side seam of the trousers. He 
could also have switched to the 
white trousers worn in the kitch- 
en, where he was assigned, or 
have 'been given them by con- 
vict hospital attendants. \ 

“In these days of hippie \ 
styles,” says Fred Wilkinson/ 
“he could have been on the! 
street in prison greens and no* 
one would have paid particular' 
.-attention, since the stripe is a , 
rather simple marking.” 

The 3 x 5 ft. breadbox was ; 
hauled to the Renz Farm where 
the prisoners noticed the 
squashed and ruined bread, but 
said nothing/ They bad enough 
bread, for the day and so no is- 
sue was made of it: However, if 
they did know it was part of an 
escape, they probably would not! 
have said a word because the , 
dnmate code is to seal lips on 
any escape attempt. 

“There is no question about 
'foe state of the bread. .A man, 
had been in the - breadbox and j 
we are certain it was Ray,”" 
says Wilkinson. “Also, even on 
a Sunday jnorning there is a lot 
of movement around foe loading ' 
dock with at least " five or six 
trucks there. He couldn’t have ; 
run across the 'yard without 
being spotted.” 

“ HARD LUCK FAMILY - 

.The saga of Ray’s life and the 
bardluck family from which he 
emerged now began- to unfold. 

James Earl was the first of 
nine children. One. was" to die ? in 
a fire, , another in a car which 
plunged into a river. James 
Earl and his r two^ closest broth- 
ers, John Lagg^^grry, were 
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f; eventually t &-kncu7-^ ves • behind ■ 
j the walls of - "penitentiaries; 

; .James Earl, .. disgruntled , at 
i being shifted out of the Military 
Police: when in' the Army in the 
1 late. 1940s, opted for a bad dis- 
charge. and was released .for 
“irieptness” for military serv-. 
ice. His career as an armed rob-, 
ber and burglar seems to have' 
been a remarkably inept ■ one 
since his record shows a succes- 
sion of apprehensions, convic- 
tions and prison sentences. But 
no one has * accounted for the 
successful stick-ups, which he 
surely must have had. . 

The capers that failed arid put 
him into Missouri State Peniten- 
tiary for a-20-vear ..stretch was 
[the Oct. 1071959, armed robbery 
‘of the Kroger Supermarket in 
| St. Louis. Ray and a companion 
| got $120 from the cash register, 
l after failing to get the manager 
) to open the store safe, and were 
photographed in the process. In 
the getaway, they were pursued 
by another customer, who saw 
'them switch cars. Ray’s car 
Was spotted, on a street and 
within . minutes, the police were 
on him. 

| ATTEMPTED BREAK 

On the day he . was being tak- 
en to court for sentencing, he at- 
tempted to get away from Depu-J 
ty Sheriff Earl "Riley by leaping 
into, an elevator on the third 
floor of the city jail. He failed to 
close the outside door so the ele- 
vator wouldn’t move. Riley 
went into > the elevator, cuffed 
Ray and brought him into court,, 
where he drew 20 years for 
I armed robbery under the Habit- 
j ual .Criminal Act. On March 17, 
1960, he. entered the big pen at 
j Jefferson City. 

James Earl Ray, Inmate No. 
00416, tried to escape soon after 
he entered. He tried scaling a 
wall. It ' was futile. That’s the 
, kind ' of gesture that usually 
ends in death because the wall 
guards are generally sharp- 
shooters, and have some very 
heavy firep^Wer-^bgy need it. 


Nearly six yegjs « aft er. he en- 
tered, he tried again. On March 
12, 1966, he and another convict, 
Joseph Seibert, put dummies in 
their beds. Seibert was found 
quickly. But not Ray. It took 
two days to locate him ; He was 
found hiding ' in a ventilator 
shaft. 

This break attempt resulted in 
his bein gshipped to the Mis- 
souri State Hospital, at Fulton, 
Mo., in September, 1966, where 
he was" placed under five weeks 
observation. ' 

Dr. Henry V. Guhlman Jr., a 
psychiatrist at Fulton was to 
later report in a story -copy- 
righted by the Chicago Daily 
News— that psychological test- 
ing of Ray showed he was an 
“obsessive compulsive personal- 
ity” beset by fears that he 
would come to harm. There was 
“no evidence of delusions, hallu- 
cinations or paranoid ideas,”’ he 
said. / ■ 7 

' By this time, the Ray family 
had , been' further' wounded by 
tragedy. Ray’s brother, ’Frank- 
lin,.- drowned in'; 1963 when his 
car; plunged into the Mississippi^ 
River across from Quincy, 111. • \ 

Returned to Jefferson ' City, 
Ray also returned to thinking 
about how to get out. He, sue-, 
ceeded on April 23, 1967. The fu- 
gitive flyer - headed: ‘“WANTED 1 
ESCAPED CONVICT” stipulat- 
ed a $50 reward for -his arrest* 
and- detention. It’ wasn’t distrib- 
uted until May 17, nearly a 
fnonth after he was gone. This 
was mailed to almost all major 1 
police "jurisdictions in the- na^ 
tion. , 

FINGER PRINTS MIXED * 

There was r one -Problem. It j 
had the wrong fingerprints:! 
Somehow, they were transposed 
and the prints of another prison- 
er were circulated. 

Wilkinson, the Missouri Direc- 
tor of Corrections, saysHhe er- 
ror was discovered and “cor- 
rected notices” were sent out 
before ths^rkrof^hat month. 


HAS BETT^^JCK “ | 

The Sunday morning Ray van- j 
ished was the start of new and I 
unusual— for him— luck in get- 
ting around and keeping out of 
trouble. He went on foot for the 
first four or five days and final- 
ly got to the St. Louis area 
where a friend— so far, not pub- 
licly identified— took him- to' Ed-' 
wardsville, UL* where he got a 
bus for Chicago. .The* Huie-Ray 4 
story is that Ray had saved orj 
otherwise collected $300 in pris- j 
on and came out with the money j 
in his shoe. 

In Chicago, he got a room at 
2731- N. Sheffield Ave., which is 
fairly close to Wrigley Field, 
home" of the baseball Cubs and 
the football Bears and an area 
seemingly favored by what Chi- 
cagoans call hillbillies. 

■ He went after a dishwasher’s 
job he saw advertised in a 
newspaper. Records, of the In- 
dian Trail Restaurant in Win-j 
netka,.a north Chicago suburb,! 
show he worked there from May s 
7 to June 25th. The operators 
knew him as John. 

RETURNED TO ST LOUIS j 

Ray next returned to the St. 1 
Louis area and spent almost a.j 
week with two friends in Quin-j 
cy, HI., and again went to Chi- 1 
cago to pick up his last check} 
from the Indian Trail, and. then 
coming back to East St; Louis, 
where he was to get a .38 pistol 
from a. friend. From there, he 
set out for Canada,, driving a 
1962 red Plymouth which he re- 
portedly . bought in East . St. 
Louis, 111. He reportedly earlier 
had a 1960 Chrysler, picked up 
in Chicago,, for $100. 

Huie says Ray crossed from 
Detroit into Windsor and was on - 
the road to Montreal when pef 
Invented the name Eric Star' b 
Galt. Somewhere between Wind- 
sor and Toronto, Ray supposed- 
ly saw the name “Galt” on am, 
exit marker on the MacDonald- j 
.Cartier Freeway. (There is aj 
community with that name ■; 
which is not far off the free- 
wa y ).- .* 
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MON TREAL* 

Ray arrived in " Montreal July 
18 and got a room for $75 a 
month at Har-K Apartments, 
2589 East Noire Dame. So far as 
is known, he remained in Mon- 
treal until August 21, 1967. Dur- 
ing that time, he enrolled in a 
correspondence course in lock- « 
smithing, from a New Jersey 
[school. The FBI reportedly has 
j evidence he used the name 
“Galt” in applying. He also was , 
running short of money, arid ac- , 
cording- to- the Huie-Ray story,; 
obtained $800 in the armed rob- 
bery of a Montreal brothel. 

"Ray headed south from Mon- * 

! treat— where he purportedly 
'met the mysterious “Raoul”— 
j and arrived in Birmingham, 
Ala., August 25, whence began 
the episodes involving the pur- 
chase of Paisley’s white Mus- 
tang and the subsequent travels 
to- Mexico and Los Angeles and 
New Orleans and Los Angeles 
again, then- the journey in which 
he is “Eric Starve Galt” in an 
Atlanta rooming house and 
becomes “Harvey. Lowmyer” 
when a . rifle is bought in Bir- 
mingham and allegedly “John 
Willard” when he is in . the 
ooming house at 422 V 2 S. 'Main 
St., a place- with a vantage 
point to strike down the Rev. 
Dr; Martin .LufnerTvTrig Jr. 
r “ ~ 
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ancient saying that one should 
: say nothing critical about the 
dead. But a discussion of the 
developing : Nations between 
the New Left and civil rights 
movement is impossible with- 
out making note of the role 
played by Dr. King in these 
developments in the closing 
years of his career. 

“Martin Luther King, when 
he first emerged as leader of 
the civil <l ghts movement, 
made a number of positive 
contributions for which he has 
rightly, been honored. During 
this early period, among other 
things, he insisted on nonvio- 
lence and he avoided associa- 
tion with the extremists. 

“Before his death, however, 
he had moved into AN IN- 
CREASINGLY OPEN. AL- 
LIANCE with the extremists 
and he had become increasing- 
ly reckless in his criticism of 
American foreign policy. 

Many people, of course, re- 
call that on April 4, 1967, a 
year before his murder, King 
urged many to apply as con- 
scientious objectors to mili- 
tary service and described the 
U. S. Government as the 
“greatest purveyor of vio- 
; lence in the world today.” 

Later, the Internal Security 
Subcommittee’s memo report- 
ed: “At the antiwar meeting 
in New York on April 15, Dr. 
King found himself doing 
what he once said he would 
not do. He appeared on the 
same platform with black 
'■power advocates Stokely Car- 
micahel andc ; EIaydJvicKissick. 


DREW -ivESrON SE 
King’s attacks on his own 
country brought a strong' 
statement from the national . 
commander of the Jewish 
War Veterans of America, a 
race of people who have been 
persecuted and slaughtered out 
of all proportion to the Negro 
since the day of creation. 

The national commander 
had this comment on Dr. 
King’s assault on the United 
States role in trying to protect 
the people of South Vietnam: 

“It is utterly incredible that 
Dr. King’s denunciation of 
our Government should 
manifest itself in such an ugly 
parallel. 

“We consider his extremist 
tirade to reveal an ignorance 
of the facts, pandering to Ho 
Chi Minh, and an insult to the 
intelligence of all Americans. 
It is indeed sad that so re- 
spected a national leader 
should have voiced his dissent 
so irresponsible. • 

FROM HANOI? 

“His speech could . .have 
; been written in North Viet- 
nam.” 

Scholastic Scope can eulogize 
King as they see fit. 

But they most certainly 
should give both sides of the 
coin and l et the reader draw 
his own ‘conclusion. 
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MEMPHIS, Term. (AP) — 
The judge who will preside in 
the James Earl Ray case was 
advised Monday to institute con- 
tempt^ of court proceedings 
'against author William Brad- 
ford Huie and the publishers of 
Look magazine. 

A committee of seven attor-; 
neys told Judge W. Preston Bat-t 
tie an article. Huie wrote about; 
Ray and published in the cur-! 
.rent issue of Look probably vio-i 
lated his order restricting pre-j 
'trial publicity. i 

It recommended .that HuiA 
i 1 an d Cowles Communications 
Inc., publishers of Look, be re- 
quired “to show cause why the$ 
would not be held in contempt” 
after the Ray jury is seques- ’ 
tered and “at such time as the 
above parties are within the jur- j 
isdiction of the court.” 

Ray is scheduled to go on trial 
in Battle’s Shelby. County crimi- 
nal court Nov. 12 on 1 a. charge of 
murder in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The Memphis Commercial 
Appeal said it contacted Huie at | 
his Hartselle, Ala., home and he 
expressed surprise at the com- 
mittee’s action. The newspaper 
quoted. Huie as saying, “every- 
thing we have published about 
the Ray case has been carefully 
screened by expert legal coun- 
sel. If we’ve committed any 
contempt, we’ve certainly tried’ 
not to.” 

The committee, named by 
Battle to watch over publicity in ! 
the case, cited a story Huie J 
wrote for Look. It deals with ' 
Ray’s activities from the time j 
he escaped from the Missouri 1 ' 
State Penitentiary until before I 
King was killed here. April 4. | 

Huie said the material for the j 
article came largely from hand- 1 
written notes provided by Ray. I 
It was the first of three planned ’ 
articles with the second sched- ' 

I uled to appear the day Ray goes 1 
: on trial. _ , 
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FBI Fingerprint 
Expert Facing 
• Contempt Charge 

Memphis; * Tenn! oap) V — 

George Bonebrake, 1 a senior FBI 
fingerprint expert, has been or- 
dered to show cause Dec. 6 why* 
he should not be ■ held in con- 
tempt for allegedly. violating or- 
ders prohibiting . out-of-court 
i comments on the James EarL 
Ray case. ' ~ 4 

Judge W.. Preston Battle of 
Shelby County _ Criminal Court 
said it was impracticable to 
’hold the hearing before » Ray 
;goes on trial Nov. 12 for murder 
; in the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. .. 

Battle, ^ who will preside at 
Ray’s trial, has issued stringent 
i orders sharply restricting dis- , 

( cussion of the case by anyone^ ; 

1 connected with it. Bonebrake is 
• expected to- be a.«key prosecu-j 
i tion witness.- * •. : • /; “4 

; The judge .cited Bonebrake ; 

| upon the . recommendation of a) 

; committee of seven attorneys he j 
! had set ,up to watch over. pre-j 
trial news. The committee had 
advised Battle it believed Bone j 
brake “ihas actual knowledge 
I of f the aforesaid orders, decrees 
and injunctions issued by, this 
court ...there is strong cause) 
to believe that , respondent 
George Bonebrake is .in con- 
tempt.” . ‘ ' *: 

Bonebrake was cited for com- 
ments he made about his finger- 
print investigation. The com- 
ments were published ... Sri -the^ 
Wichita, Kan., Beacon.' * ; •’ : 
.Battle earlier held Ray’s at- 
torney, a private investigator 
for the defense and two^ Mem- 
phis newspaper reporters in; 
contempt of the, pretrial orders 
i on‘ discussion-Q^^^ise 
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Report Ray 
Worked At 
Chicago Cafe 

1 CHICAGO (APj • - . James' 

■ Earl Ray, charged with murder- 
’ ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr!, 
i worked for two months in a 
north suburban restaurant 
shortly after his 1967 escape 
from a Missouri prison, the Chi- 
cago Tribune said today in a 
copyright article. 1 

The paper said the disclosure j 
by the owners of a Winnetka -i 
restaurant to FBI agents, sup- 1 
plied the missing link in Ray’s 
whereabouts since his escape 
from prison April 3, 1967. King 
was shot in Memphis, Tenn., on 
April 14 this year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey' Klinge- j 
man, owners of the India, Trail 
j R^stauranWbired Rav who was 


using the alid^ur^oi^T'L. Rayns 
when heapplied ; for a job on 
May' 3, 1967, the Tribune said. 
He remained there until June 
24, 1967, when he left unexpect- 
edly. •. \ - j 

The Klingemans did not learn j 
that their former employe was j 
Ray until mid-August 1968 when , 
they were approached by a writ- 
er commissioned by Ray .to 
write his life story, the paper 

said. t 

The couple then ‘ notified the ; 
FBI and were interviewed by 
agents on Aug. 24; . 

The Kliriemans told the FBI 
that Ray received two or three 
phone' calls at the restaurant 
.during the week before he quit 
his job as a food server. Mrs. 
i Klineman also reported, the pa- j 
; per said, that on the day Ray* 

I left an unidentified "man ap- j 
I peared at the back door of the ; 
j restaurant ;and spoke to him for 1 
ii . sever aL m imi — 


Dodd: 59162502 Page 33 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Page 18 


The Daily Herald 


Biloxi, Miss. 


Date: OC t . 2l\ , 1968 

Edition: HOUle 
Author: 

Editor: E> p # Wilke S 

Title: James Earl Ray 


Character: 

or 

Classification: \ B6> “SF1 

Submitting Office: JaC ks On 

I I Being I nvesti gated 


-1-? 

lOnnrn ' r 


j “-ARCHED ^..INDEXED 

serialized - fiJnun 

OCT 2 8 19 ( 

FBI — JAPi 








HW 5233 


By BILL JOHNSON 
Associated Press Writer 

MEMPHIS, Term. (AP). — 
Four men have been ordered to 
appear in Shelby County Crimi- 
nal Court to answer charges of 
violating an order prohibiting, 
prejudicial statements to news 
media' in the case of James Earl 
Ray . 

At the same time, Judge W. 
Preston Battle is to consider to-, 
day a contention that' tight secu- 
rity arrangements in the jail 
here are violating the constitu- 
tional rights of Ray who is 
charged with murder in the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. ■ 

. Ordered . to show * why they 
should not be held in contempt 
were Arthur Hanes Sr., Ray’s 
chief counsel; Renfro Hays, a 
: Memphis private . detective 
hired by Hanes, and reporters 
Charles Edmundson of ■ the 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 
and Roy Hamilton of the Mem- 
phis Press-Scimitar. 

Hanes charged that around- 
the-clock lighting, ^ television 
cameras which monitor Ray’s 
cell 24 hours a day and micro- 
phones in the cell constitute 
cruel and unusual punishment 
and are endangering Ray’s 
health. 

The devices are part of the 
elaborate security measures ini- 
tiated at the county jail since 
Ray’s return to the United 
States from London where he 
was arrested in June. 

Hanes’ mo ^^ ^id the de- 
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fense ’ is ; uncerfo h^Ra feis, receiy- j 
ing- his ; constitutional 1 . right tbi 
confer privately/ with '- counsel 
because of -the microphones. 

' Disfc. Atty:- Gen.* 1 Phil M. Ca-j 
nale denied the charge '-that 
lights : and television -cameras 
used to* monitor Ray’s -move!-' 
ments are , what * the defense; 
called an “electronic^ form * of - 
. cruel and.unusual treatment.” 

Canale, who will prosecute 
I when- Ray comes ' to "trial Nov. 
12,/ said Ray averages about 
nine hours of -sleep per day and ! 
is not mistreated. . 

■ The contempt : proceedings ; 
were recommended /by a group 
of attorneys Battle named to. 
keep watch on news coverage in; 
the Ray case. . ’ • •' . / 

’ Battle’s order prohibits all 
connected; with , the trial ; from 
discussing for p ublication ’ any 
phase of the King investigation 
and. Ray’s arrest and confine- 
ment for trial. 

The, committee acted after 
stories -were published quoting, 
Hanes and the private detective 
I on Ray’s health ■ and - ability 
| withstand trial. 
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JACKSON DAILY NEWS 


JACKSON , MISS. 


Regarding the arraign- 
ment. of James Earl Ray, 
suspect in the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
it may be recalled after 
Kirig’s slaying that many 
Mississippians feared that a 
crank from this state might 
have pulled the trigger. 
However, Ray seems to 
have little link with Missis- 
sippi.. Earlier reports said 
he was once employed at 
the shipyard in Pascagoula, 
but this proved incorrect. 
Informed sources say the 
assassin did drink beer sold 
in Mississippi (at least it 
bore Mississippi tax 
stamps) in the rooming 
. house room that afternoon •• 
of .the slaying. Otherwise, 
Ray had little contact in 
Mississippi^ / 
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Initial Appearance 
Since His Return 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
James Earl Ray pleaded inno- 
cent today to a charge of killing 
Martin Luther King here on 
April 4, and trial was set for 
Nov. 12. 

Appearing publicly for the. 
first time since his extradition 
gearings in London, Ray entered' 
Ins . plea through his lawyer, 
Arthur Hanes of Birmingham. ' 

i * Everybody Searched 

Security officers searched 
persons who entered the Shelby 
County Criminal Courtroom to 
witness Ray’s arraighment. 

Ray, wearing a checked blue: 
sport coat and blue slacks, was; 
led into the courtroom at 10:57 j 
A.m., and the arraignment pro- 
ceedings ended 12 minutes later. 
Ray was returned to his steel- 
Rned, air - conditioned cell block 
in the county jail. ■ 

Hanes had both indictments; 
read — one alleging murder in! 
the first degree and the other! 

i 

charging Ray with carrying a! 
dangerous weapon. ! 


"Plea Of Innocent" 


At the end of each reading. 
Planes saidr — 



plea of innocentT^ 3 . • . 

Ray remained silent 
throughout the arraignment. He 
was seated at the counsel table 
between Hanes and Planes’ son, 
Arthur, Jr. Behind them sat 
Sheriff William N. Morris and 
two other officers. 

Judge Preston Battle had told 
Hanes a plea did not have to be 
entered today and asked 
whether the defense wanted a 
recess. ■ i 

n ‘We will enter a plea to the 
indictment,” Hanes answered..: 

■ l Election Causes Conflict 

i 'Battle also asked if Hanes 
wanted a period of “a few days 
or a few weeks” to determines 
when he would be ready to try! 
the case. . j 

Dist. Atty. Gen. Phil Canale 
told the court he had conferred 
with Planes about having the 
trial in late September — but. he 
said, it might last until the Nov. 
5 general election. Under Ten- 
nessee law on-duty jurymen can-! 
not cast ballots. 

Canale suggested the Nov. 12 
date and Battle asked if it could 
be set earlier. Planes said he felt 
the case would be completed in 
six weeks — the time between 
late September and election day. 

"But I have no idea what the 
prosecution will put on,” Planes 
|said. . 

| "All right J’ Battle responded, 
{"let’s set the case for Nov. 12.” 
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KLAN ROBES IN CUSTODY — Deputies 
Burkett Herringlon, left, and George Butler 
of the Lauderdale County sheriff's office 
: examine Ku Klux Klan robes this morning. 
• The robes were found inside a building in the 
1 cou Qty and were reported to Sheriff Alton 
Alien by an anonymous tip. Last week, three 


.«■> S~&,££: ^ ; y y .X J i.J 


sticks of dynamite, electric detonators and 
fuses were found In a chicken house near 
Collinsville. Sheriff Allen speculated there 
may be some connection between the two dis- 
carded materials. The FBI and sheriff's de- 
partment are investigating. 
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By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

“Thompson’s Tank” briefly 
returned home, transporting 
James Earl Ray the terminal 25 
miles Friday to jail in Mem- 
phis, Tenn., behind its armor 
plate and bulletproof glass. j 
The tank is an armored riot | 
vehicle named unofficially for j 
Mayor Allen C. Thompson of 1 
Jackson, built in Memphis for ; 
the city at $15,000. j 

Jackson bought the tank after I 
Negro leader Medgar W. Evers 1 
was slain in June 1963 and a.j 
near-riot by Negroes came after ; 
Evers’ funeral. More than 1,000 
Negro demonstrators were ar- 
rested during . those weeks. 

Shelby County, Tenn., deputies ; 

got the tank. Thursday and 
drove it to Memphis, returning 
. it about 10 a.m. ’ Friday,* said 
- Jackson Chief of Detectives M. 

1 B. Pierce. The tank carried Rat 
; from Memphis Naval Air Star! 
;tion at suburban Millington.#, 
c|unty. jail downtown; 
^Thompson’s Tank ' looks like 
: afi‘: over-length milk truck with ! 
s|de windows. There, are search-] 
lights, sally ports for tear gas 
and gunfire and anti-tipover 
barbs around the bottom. ... 

The tank was built by J. Tom 
Moore and Sons Inc., which! 
calls itself “the world’s largest' 
manufacturer of armored 
cars,” and is building a quanti- 
ty of Thompson’s Tanks for the 
state oTVirginia at $35,000 each. 
The firm also has supplied the ; 
Treasury Department, banks 
and armored car services. : . 

The original Thompson’s Tank 
has gotten into action only a 
handful of times. For the mo& 

. part, it’s parked on the street at^ 
police headquarters, between 
• battery charges and tire re- 
pairs. * 

..One night in February 1964, it 
moved into the Jackson State 
College area to help quell a 
disturbance . by Negro students. 
Bricks had been hurl ed and 
d ^giSQ^porfeaol ^uiMots. 
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James Earl Ray traveled the 
final 25 miles to jail in Memphis 
Tenn., today in “Thompson’s 
Tank,” a $15,000 armored car. 
owned by the city of Jackson. 

Chief of Detectives M. B. 
Pierce of Jackson confirmed to- 
day that Shelby County. Tear:., 
deputies got the 13,000-pound 
vehicle Thursday and used it to 
transport Ray from Memphis 
Naval Air Station in suburban^ 
Millington to County jail in Menvj' 
phis. *r 

•[ Jackson bought the tank under 
Mayor Allen C. Thompson after' 
racial troubles in 1963 that in- 
cluded the sniper murder of 
Nega'o leader Medgar W. Evers 
and a near-riot just after Evers’ 

, funeral. 

Like an over-length panel 
truck with windows, the tank has 
armor plating, searchlights, sal- 
ly ports for tear gas and gun- 
fire, and finger-piercing steel 
barbs around the base to pre- 
vent tipover by mobs. 

In one of its few appearances, 
the tank moved in on a disturb- 
ance by Negro students at Jack- 
son State College one night in 
February 1964 — and a nervous 
policeman touched off a tear gas 
canister inside, sending eight of- 
ficers and driver pell meil into 
the street. 

But for the most part the tank 
sits parked on the street outside 
police headquarters, between 
> battery charges and repairs of/ 
\fiat tires. ~ ? S/ 
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Thompson’s Tank, the armored ve- 
hicle bought by the City of Jackson 
four years ago, was used' by Memphis- 
autho rities p arly today to haul James 
Earl l<ay, accused of slaying Martin 


TANK HAULS RAY ^ : 

Luther King, to a Shelby County jail. 
The vehicle was back in Jackson at 10 
a.rri. today. — Daily News-AP Wire- 
photo. , - k — 5> - 
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RAY ESCORTED TO MEMPHIS JAIL 

Sheriff William Morris of Shelby Coun- leather belt and is wearing a bullet- 

ty escorts James Earl Ray to. his cell proof vest. Daily News AP Wire-, 

Friday morning after his flight here photo. , . . , -•- . - ■ , J; j 

from omtei Ray is handcuff ed : . to a • 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


PAGE 5 


JACKSON DAILY NEWS 


JACKSON, MISS. 


Date: 

JULY 19, 1968 

Edition : 

HOME 

Author: 


Editor: 

JAMES M. • WARD 

Title: 

JAMES EARL RAY 

Character: 



Classification : l57-9586sfl 

Submitting Office = JACKSON 

[ j Being Investigated 


|il^ 

HB»! 


Hi 




HH 5233 Dodd: 59162502 Page 41 


D-OOU WAfcJV. 1-j.v-v^i 













•Fe 5-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

* 

4 \ 

rt % 

\ 

* 




(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 




Silent, through presentation of" 
the prosecu tWs ' tdg e,, Ray de- 
clared at the windup of that 
phase of the hearing that “parts 
of some of the testimony are 
false and some are exaggerate j 




LONDON (AP) —James Earl Ray, fighting extradi- 
tion to the United States to stand trial for the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; asserted today he did not 
kill the Negro civil; rights leader. 

The prisoner — who is charged here under the alias 
of Raymond -George i Sneyd toofe. the witness stand in a 
surprise move and testified:. “I. have never met Dr. 
King- I have never had . any - kind of grudge against 
him.” t ‘ . 

An FBI expert, “George. Jacob'* ~ £ ' 


T wou ld l ike to disagree w ith 1 

them and s ay soma jhing- about i 
this,” he said. j 


Bonebrake, had testified that 
Ray’s fingerprints were found 
on a rifle and' binoculars dis- 
carded in a shop doorway after 
King was killed at the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis, Tenn., April \ 

I 

“I found one (print) on the ri- 
j fie and one on the sight and also 
on the binoculars,” Bonebrake 
said. “I compared them for fin- 
gerprints of James. Earl Ray in 
the Los Angeles police file. I 
: found that they .belonged to one 
li and the same individual.” 

Ray’s lawyer indicated he 
would seek to save Ray, from 
extradition by contending that 
the’ assassination of King was a 
political crime. 

Under the U.S^British extra- 
dition treaty; political grounds 
are a principal reason for grant* 

| ing asylum to anyone and bar- 
ring extradition. 

Ray was ringed by detectives 
but did not wear handcuffs as 
he mounted the witness stand. 

The hearing in Bow Street 
Magistrates Court was suspend- 
ed for 10 minutes while he con- 
ferred with his British attorney, 
r ^egjftisb yj 


; Frisby gaid jje- .w ould • rather 
Ray neither took The usual oath 
nor affirmed, meaning taking 
the oath withduc^ih^okfhg God. 


Chief Magistrate Frank Mil- j 
ton had advised him about. his 
right to call witnesses and give 
testimony in his own behalf. 

When the court resumed Fris- ! 
by said Ray disagreed' .withv 
many of the facts given by De- j 
tective Chief Supt. Thomas But- , 
ler of Scotland Yard. j 

- In a dramatic high point of 1 
the hearing, Butler had testified 
that, on hearing in his prison 
. cell that the police identified 

This tac tic meant that, un- him as an American wanted for 
der English legal procedure, a . billing rather than as Cana- 

Ray could not be cross-exam- i ^ eo ^ e Sneyd, his alias 
. ~ „ - L. A1 * “ slumped into a seat and 

med by David Calcutt, the Brit- said: “Oh God ... I feel - so 

ish .attorney representing the trapped:” 

U.S. government. . . ■ Frisby said Ray wished* in 

Wearing a dark suit and particular to state most em- 
it, - , t . phatically that he did not make 

h vy .horn-rimmed glasses, observation: T 'feel so : 

Ray answered a series of ques- trapped.* ” . 

tions from his lawyer. He “Nor did he say ‘Oh God, * nor 
agreed that he was the man ar- did he collapse on the seat in 
rested at London Airport June ;^e manner which the? chief su- 

* i He said he had never met Dr,; s a ^ , 


King and bore him no. grudge. 

5 “Did you kill Dr. King?** 

“No sir,’’ Ray replied. 

Again on his counsel’s advice, 
Ray said he did not wish to sign 
the court recording of his testi- 
mony. 

The Bow 1 Street Magistrates 
Court adjourned then until next 


In court maneuvering, Frisby 
raised the matter of King’s in- 
volvement in American politics. 
He questioned Bonebrake close* 
ly about this in an effort to get 
statements about such political 
Involvement in the record. . 

< The FBI agent admitted un-. 
;der questioning that there had 


Tuesday, when the hearing is been a certain amount of dislike 
expected to e nd. — — , Tr: “" ’ TT ,J ' ' 

Ray was sent back to prison. 

— Paue — 


to? 


for King in tlfeJUnited States. 
Peter Hopkirk, a correspond- 
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’ent of the Jjondon .T imes, .ap- 
peared for. .trie defense on a 
•subpoena. 

I Hopkirk said he was in the 
'United States in April covering 
■the presidential primaries. He 
;went to Memphis the morning 
after King was killed and spent 
;four or five days there inquiring 
into his death. 

y “It was no secret that he was 
disliked by many white people 
living in the South;” ' Hopkirk 
said. ' 

Bonebrake said he found from 
the print on the rifle 14 charac 
teristics the same as on the 
prints on file for Ray, a fugitive 
from the Missouri State Pen- 
itentiary. He found 11 similar 
characteristics from, the prints 
Ion the telescopic sight. 

Cross-examined by. Frisby, 
the court - appointed lawyer 
defending Ray, Bonebrake,' 

agreed that King was a nation- ^ 
ally known - 

t . Bonebrake’ - said he knew- of 

. King’s movement^, the Southern 
Christian feadirship Confer- 
ence. But he said that, to the 
best of his recollection, he knew 
of no conference commitment to 
any political party. 

When the . court; suspended’ 
session for a • luncheon break, 
detectives euntinued . to guard 
all doors of the courthouse. 
Newsmen had to show creden- 
tials to get in or out and mem- 
bers of the public were ’ sear- 
ched for weapons. • 

The U. S. government; was 
represented by a British: law- 
iyer, David Calcutt. He* told 
: Magistrate Frank Milton that 
1 Ray’s fingerprints were , found 
ton the rifle, which police recov- 
ered after - King was shot in 
.Memphis, Tenn., April4. ' 

“The bullet, which killed ‘Dr. 
King was examined when recov- 
ered, ” he continued,. “and -there 
is a strong likelihood that the 
bullet came, from the rifle found 
by the police.” % 






Calcutt^TO^^Kcrowded Bow ! 
Street 4 Court that King was the 
victim of “a calculated, brutal 
and. senseless murder— a mur- 
der that was -bitter with irony. ” 

“Though his name was a very 
password, for ..peace,” .Calcutt 
said, “he met a violent death. 

“This tragic death of Dr, King 
was ’ 'the. working of-, the • single 
hand of this .man,” he’ declared, 
referring to Ray. * ’ 1 

The 40-year-old escaped ;con- 
victwas brought into the court 
today to hear Calcutt outline the 
U.S. government’s case for his 
extradition. 

With two British lawyers to 
defend him, Ray was expected 
to fight extradition and appeal 
to the High Court if Milton ruled 
that he should be returned to 
the United States. This could 
extend the process for weeks. 

It was Ray’s, third court ap- 
pearance ; under the alias of 
i Raymond George , ... Sneyd, the 
^name on the Canadian, passport 
;he was carrying when he was 
arrested June: 8 at London air- 
port. His two previous trips to 
Bow' Street for preliminary 
hearings had been brief, and the 
| proceedings today provided the 
first extensive look at the U.S. 
government’s case against him.. 

Referring '-throughout to Ray 
as Sneyd, Calcutt gave the court 
this account: ■ . • 

On March 29, six days before^ 
King was killed in_ Memphis,, 
t Tenn., Ray went to a store in 
Birmingham, Ala,,. kept by a 
Mr. Wood and bought a rifle 
•with telescopic •"sights' and am- 
imunition. There* was .. another 
^customer in the shop at the] 
;Jtime. *•''•' • . : 

I The following day Ray was 
not satisfied and wanted to 
fi change the rifle. He took instead 
a Remington' 760 which had tele- 
scopic sights attached to it. He 
!also bought and took away a 
box of ammunition , and a box 
which was riot the right box for 
j that particular gun — 

1 “On April ,3 , _ Sneyd ( Ray)_ 


booked in at the New Revel Mo- 
tor Hotel at^rvxenfpmfe,” the law- 
yer continued. “On the following 
day he- checked out of the hotel 
and on that day in Memphis he 
bought a pair of binoculars.” 

Also on that ,day, Calcutt said, 
King was in Memphis, staying 
at the Lorraine Motel. 

As Calcutt unfolded the story, 
four plainclothes detectives sat 
on a bench facing newsmen and 
the public gallery. All members 
■ of the public had been searched 
as they ca r m^4s^court. 

Ray sat in front of the prison-; 

er’s dock witlua^d^ BCtive on ei- 
ther side of him. 

The court was tense as Cal- 
;cutt continued his story 
; “From’ bathroom window at 
•424%. South Main Street, a per- 
son could see into Dr. King’s 
room. *. 

“At 4 o’clock .in the afternoon 
this defendant went to 424% 
•South Main Street, where ac- 
commodation was available, and 
he booked a room.. As he did 
this he was seen by a witness, a 
Mr. Stevens. 

“The defendant got a room 
and, between then and 6 o’clock 
in' the evening, he used the bath- 
room and the lavatory. Mr. Ste- 
vens, who was in the adjoining 
room, says that the man used 
the bathroom and the lavatory 
on three occasions, each time 
for a long time.” ", 

Calcutt continued: 

“At 6 o’clock Mr\ Stevens, 
says he heard a 'shot fired from 
the -bathroom. He came out of 
his room and saw a man. leaving 
below. He says it was the man 
who; he had seen booking in ear- 
lier. 

“The defendant left in a hur- ‘ 
ry, leaving binocular straps in ; 
his room. When he got out of the j 
hotel entrance, he turned left) 

and : dropped his kit of rifle, 
sights and binoculars ‘ in the 
doorway. 

“He then ma^e-c&in a car 
waiting nearby.” 
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r “He then- m ade off in a carj 

i' waiting neafBf^^ ; i 

Calcutt said: the Memphis po- 
| lice took possession of -the rifle, 

| and binoculars. They say the 
'•defendant’s fingerprints' were on 
them, he added. 

. “These tie in with the defend- 
ant’s face picture and finger- 
I prints,” Calcutt said. “The bul- 
let which killed Dr. King was' 
examined .when recovered and ' 
there is a strong likelihood that-j 
the. bullet came from the' rifle 
found by the police. 

“It is also likely that the .strap 
found in his room belonged to 
the binoculars found with the ri- 
| fie.” .. " 
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By PAUL SCOTT 


: * Iving’s killer, 


the FBI spent 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — Agents of the Federal ffl ? ore than $5~milubn in the first 
Bureau of Investigation went through one very tense ^ ne weeks ^ investigation. 

'KSLTtT^ TT **? S5 , milli0 ? W* ll ' eir agents m we U SScd t0 t, : ’C 
biilhantly conducted two-continent manj mn tjfflr James case. ’ • 

Earl Ray, the accused killer of Dr. Martin Luther King.) Half that number of agents 

- After successfully tracking. — : — are still involved in the continu- 

and locating Ray in London ear-! Despite jtay^capture, the i n g investigation. In addition to 
ly in May, the G-men temporar-l FBI investigation of King s as- running down new leads, they 
ily lost his trail when he slipped! sassination is far from being are rechecking Ray’s travels to 
through their surveillance net-! closed. . . . .. - and from Memphis the scene, of 


work, and 'flew to Portugal. 


One agent involved in the in- the assassination. 


While Ray’s disappearance quiry says privately that ‘‘the LIFTING THE LID 

almost caused a near panic arrest of Ray is only the begin- . m 

among top Justice Department ^“PavTtee toy & decisions PiSdeT thm 

.tpr™ cL te w determining the others involved ! s ° n will make before leaving 

of I ice next January concerns 


FBI agents directing the search, determining the others involved 

Jiept the search from collapsing, ‘%“’ e possible publication ot sealed 

new dragnet. j dian authorities are still mvesti- j J )^ r , rea 

With only the lead that Ray,! gating how ^ Ray was hable to ; sassination 1 “sident 

n 


alias Raymon George Sneyd, I exploit legal loopholes like a pro j Kpnn 'y' 
liotl orvrvn vorvflir find {r\ T?i ir«nv\A ‘ in obtaining his Canadian pas- 1 ■ ' * 


had apparently fled to Europe, 
the FBI agents reasoned that 
because of his temperament! 


sport. I ? At least 20 per cent of thij 

Several dozen agents are prob- ' < -omm ission 9 s files remain 

and the foreign language barri-’ ing Ray’s alleged . contracts ^ ked >n the National Archives; 
er he would soon return to an, with U.S.-based American South, ^ ere the full .record of the 
English-speaking country. ^ ‘ African Council which he wrote \ edy assassination probe is 

I j . SPECIAL WATCHES : j on Dec \ 30 > 1%1 > to ask about j ; 

Special watches for Ray were emigrating to Rhodesia. 


Also, ! A list of more than 250 of the 
ftien ^c^rWu^ "ad being carefully checked is ' sealed documents was prepared 

\r™ c ?T:l ully .. 01 J a ^ ea r>lL ; V Ray’s contact with a person^ recently by attorneys of the 

whom the FBI photographed . Justice Department for further 


(Canada, and the U.S., on the; 
belief that the suspect would try ! 
to return to one of those na-j 
tions. 

Before any heads within the! 
agency could roll, the swift 
chain of events that followed 
proved the effectiveness of the 
FBI strategy. 


reexamination to determine if 
their publication should be ree- 


with King at a major U.S. air- 
port. 

One of the ironies of the sue- omm ended to the President, 
cessful FBI investigation is that Most intriguing are reports of 
just two months before the King the Central Intelligence Agency 
assassination, the Bureau was dealing with the private reac- 
obliged to cut in half the nurn- tion of high Cuban officials to 
ber of agents in Europe, includ- the assassination. 

FWo _ Have after hie co-mirk i?1 S those in London as a rcsult Another deals with a top 

of President Johnson’s order secret CIA memorandum from 

slashing overseas personnel of. Richard Helms (now CIA direc- 
government security and in* tor) to J. Lee Rankin, chief 

counsel of the Warren Commis- 


disappearance, Ray, . alias 
Sneyd, flew back to London 
from Lisbon. With the help of; 
British authorities, the FBI ° 
again picked up his trail. 

Ray was- then kept under 
close surveillance until he sud- 
denly prepared again to depart! 


>ence agencies. 


When Ray’s trail led to Lon- sion. It is listed under the head-- 
don, however, many of these "'Report of conversations 
agents were^sent back overseas between Cuban President and 
with instructions tolorget about Cuban Ambassador.” 

time 1 for * Bru s scl s ' 1 H e ? was *!?! lhe «fiomy, the sirs- ‘ memor^d^SiiHelms to tee 
time for Bius^els He was ai>, pected assassin was picked up. commission whicT carries tee 
rested at I^n4on_A.u'port before. In their intensWe~&earch for. * • Cdxnes lne _ 

he could board his plane. ^ *, )C<2 
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following nofaiian^Discussions 
i between Soviet Premier Khrush- 
1 chev and Drew Pearson re Lee 
• Harvey Oswald.” Neither Helms 
/nor . Pearson ever commented 
, publicly on this memorandum 
or its cantent. • 

Still unpublished among the 
'. many FBI reports in the Ar- 
chives is the agency’s interview 
. with Yuri Nosenko, a high- 
i ranking member of the KGB, - 
| 'the Soviet Secret police, who 
defected to the U.S. 10 weeks 
after the assassination of Pres- 
ident Kennedy. / . 

■•f The 36-year-old defector, had 
■been questioned at length abpjt 
Jhe . KGB’s handling of Oswald 
during the time the ex-marine 
lived in Russia. ' 

(Before his defection to the 
West, Nosenko worked in a sec- 
tor of the KGB which handled 
U.S. defectors, including 
Oswald’s case. 

. Another of the FBI investiga- 
tive reports still sealed in the 
Archives, is titled: 

“The investigation concerning 
telephone numbers found on, the 
47th page of Oswald’s address 
book. 
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Birmingham Attorney 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) - j 
A Birmingham attorn ev'h?s ten- f 
; tatively accepted defense of the \ \ 
man accused of assassinating \. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.- / I 
.Arthur J. Hanes. 51,. said in a, j 
news conference here that j 
he has been contacted by a man 
who identified himself as R. G.. 
Sneyd, now imprisoned in Lorn, j 
don, and by London attorneys 
for Sneyd, regarding the case. j 

The FBI has said- that Sneyd ■ 
.actually is Jam es Earl Ray and-, 
ph^s used tb enrfSm r' Eric. Sta rvo j 

"TGalt. A Ti rst, ^dagr^ e murder ; 
warrant . has been, issued for 
Ray charging him with the King 
i slaying. , t ■/ • 

j Ray was; arrested in London 
[June 8. Extradition proceedings 
are underway to return him: to 
the United Statesdo face trial in 
Memphis; Tenn., where -'King 
was slain. . 

. TO FLY TO LONDON | 

Hanes said he and his son and 
partner, Arthur’ Hanes Jr.', w ; n 
fly to London to ; look 
into the case. 1 He said he hopes 
to determine whether he will 
hav* full representation of Ray 
in the United States. He said he 
will interview Ray and, if he ac- 
jcepts‘ the case, begin prepara- 
I tion of the defense. immediately, 
i Hanes said he received a tele- 
phone call from one of 
Ray.’s London , a Ucrneys. - ■ M i- 
chael Eugene of the London law 
firm of Michael Dresden & Co. 

* Hanes added, he. received' a 
handwritten letter signed “R. 

; G. Sneyd” asking that he handle 
; the case in the United States if 
! extradition pmccfidings are suc- 
cessful. ■■ ^ 


He said the writer indicated 
that he had read of .Hanes while 
in •prison in the United States,- 
vRay served time in .a Missouri 
.prison ‘and is wanted, there for 

escapee ' \ 

t Hanes: - said the - letter and , 
-phone call were the first contact ; 
he has ever, had with Ray:’ “This j 
came like a bolt out /of the ,* 
i blue,” he said/ . ^ ' 

* Hanes added that- he; "‘under, 
stands that this man- /has , 
funds,”- but said he has been ; 
given no indication as to who , 
! might pay defense fees. ; 

I Hanes’ received international 
attention when he defended 

/three men accused of murder- 
ing civil, rights worker Mrs. Vio- 
:1a Gregg Liuzzo at Hayneville, 

I- Ala., in 1955. 

Hanes served as .Birmingham 
, mayor in the early, 1980s; He is ■ 
! a former ■- president of , -the * Bir- ’ 
lmin?ham :• board* of. educate 
and^ is -a .former/ FBI agent. He 
/;has‘ beeh.a.frequen t'critic- o; the 

I I federal ‘ government’s/ jntegra- 
j. t tioh efforts.^ • 
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LONDON (AP) — Lawyers at < 
the British Home Office today 1 
were examining the U.S. applF ] 
I cation to extradite James Earl 
j Ray to ensure it established a 1 
. case against the 40-year-old es- j 
I caped convict accused of slay- 1 
; ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ] 

j The application was sent to. 
the Home Office, the British ■ 
equivalent of the U.S. • Justice ; 1 
: Department; after clearing its!; 
first legal hurdle in the Foreign 
Office a few hours after U. S. 
Consul General Jack Herfurt de- 1 
slivered the bulky petition. 

! Court formalities and appeals ' 
Icould delay Ray’s return up to : 
Isix weeks or longer if he fights 
extradition. 

The inch-thick petition con- 
’ tains a summary of evidence 
against Ray in connection with 

• the assassination of King at a 
Memphis motel April 4. It also 
contains information on his es- 
cape from the Missouri State 
Prison while serving a sentence 
for armed robbery, along with 

! fingerprints and other identifi- 
cation material • ; 

The United States is seeking 
■ extradition oh both charges and 
must satisfy a British Judge that 
j both would be crimes under 
; British law. 

| The Foreign Office certified 
that the petition came within ! 
the terms of the 1931 extradition 

* treaty between the two coun- 
tries. The Home Office said that 

. if it finds the petition in order, it 
should be in the hands of Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate Frank 
. Milton sometime today. Milton 
is expected to. schedule a hear- 
ing about a week after receiving 
it. 

If Milton grants extradition, 
Ray would have 15 days to ap- 
peal to the High Court and if the 
j High Courfe^h^d^the extradi- 
; tion order, he would have anoth- , 

1IW 5233 Docld: 59162502 Page 


er 14 days to appeal to the j 
House of Lords, Britain’s su- , 
preme court. : 

Michael Dresden, the British * 
lawyer appointed for Ray, has 
given r.o indication whether Ray 
would fight extradition and has 
refused to comment on the case. 

Scotland Yard continued its 
investigation of Ray’s move- 
iments .in.- London during' the 
| three weeks prior to his arrest 
last Saturday, and suspicion 
continued that he had a contact 
man. 

Jane Nassau; a receptionist at 
one of the hotels where Ray 
stayed, told newsmen that po- 
lice are looking for another va- 
cationing receptionist, to ask 
her whether someone accompa- 
nied Ray when he arrived at th| 
hotel. ; '• . Jr 

7 In Toronto, where Ray wen| 
alter the killing of King, police 
continued to look' for a fat mani 
who reportedly delivered an en- 1 
. velope to him; - I 

K The Toronto Star said in a j 
copyright story that a cab driv^! 
er reported picking up “a big ( 
fat man” May 2 across the 
street from the rooming house 
where Ray was -staying.. 

The cab driver, Manuel Reis, 
35, said he drove the man and an 
unidentified companion to a 
bank three blocks away, the 
Star reported . ' 

Earlier this week the landlady 
of the rooming house said she 
saw a tall fat ma n hand a n en- 
velope to Ray. , ^ I 
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sistance as he was seiz ed before 
he could reboard a plane hound 
from Lisbon, Portugal, to Brus- 
sels. ■ 

British authorities charged 
the arrested man with using a, 
false Canadian passport and 

with carrying a concealed wea- 
pon. He is to have a hearing on . 
these charges Monday. Mean- j 
while he is held without bond 
under maximum security condi- 
tions at London’s Cannon Row' 
police .station: 

I PRINTS MATCH 

I It was 1 ear ftp d authoritatively 
; that a check of Ray’s finger: 


(Other Photo, Story Pages 4,13). 

OTTAWA (AP) - A photo- 
graph unearthed in a check of 
200,000 to 400,000 Canadian pass- 
port applications led to the ar-. 
rest in London Saturday _ of 
James Earl Ray, wanted in ! the 
slaying of Dr. Martin' Luther 
King Jr., a Foreign : Affairs 

spokesman '.said. v 
Royal Canadian Mounted ‘Po- 
lice-found the . picture :in. a 
month-long search ' of Foreign 
Affairs Department '-files and 
quickly discoyergdJh^t' the ap- 
plication to ‘which it. was at- 
tached— in - the; name ’ of ’Ramon j 
George Sneyd— was fraudulent, j 
Police said Ray used names ! 
the same as* those of two Torch- 1 
to. area residents during a- one-1 
month stay in Toronto;* Ramon j 
George Sneyd : is the name of a 
constable who police . said knew 
nothing of Ray. ' , 

The other alias, Paul Bridg- 
man, is the name of a teacher 
who lives in Toronto suburb. 

It resembles closely that of Paul 
Bridgeman, an. inmate at the 
Missouri state penitentiary, 
from which Ray is listed as a 
fugitive. ' 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
said Ray was .Carrying a fully 
loaded pistol but offered no re- 
HH 5233 Pocld ^5916251)2 Page 50 


brought toJffi.aLas^oon as possi- 

ble. ' ' ; ’ 

Ray was 1 reported wearing a 
sports jacket, 'flannel trousers, 
light raincoat and glasses when 
Tfoe' deplaned from, the', Lisbon- 
- Brussels flight at London. ' , 

jl He had checked 'his' luggage 
fi i through^ to Brussels *when . he 
boared the plane at Lisbon , but 
’ got off when the aircraft made a 
reufeling stop iri London.-' ‘ * \ 

It was learned here that Ray 
had flown from .Canada to Lon- 
don -May 6 with a round trip 1 
!' ticket but cashed in the return 
1 ! portion in exchange for .passage , 
| ito Lisbon and went right dm to/ 
I Portugal without stopping in the 


r . : — v r was used, in ’ identifying^ 
tiie arrested min as the long- 
time criminal wanted in King’s 
murder. The arrest, was made 
at 11:15 a. m.\ London time, 5:15 
a m. C.D.T. •; ’ 

Ray was wanted on, federal 
.charges of conspiracy, to deny 
j! King his civil rights and > on a 

i ' first-degree murder indictment 
returned in Memphis, Term. 

. It is expected that extradition 
will besought on the more seri- 
ous charge of murder, but the 
formal application; is unlikely to 
be lodged with London authori- 
ties before Monday or Tuesday, 
Memphis ^officials., 'hailed . the 
’ arrest and said Ray will; be 


iritish capital. 

PICK UP TRIAL 4 , 
l The FBI, with the help; of the] 
k CMP, had picked up Ray’sa 
./ail in Canada and. officers sati- 
sfied 'themselves a few days 
ago’ that the man bearing a 
.passport in • Srieyd’s name- was, 
in fact; Ray. 1 • 

* It then became a matter of in- 
tercepting ‘ the barer of this 
.passport and. immigration ; au- 
thorities were alerted on a, wide 
scale . v ■ 

The Canadian passports, he 
was' carrying, when arrested de- 
scribed him as 35, unemployed, 
born in Toronto and having no 
‘fixed address. 

Hoover praised the coopera- 
tion of the Canadian police and 
■! Scotland Yard but said Ray’s 
i arrest was the direct result of 
|an intensive investigation by the 
; I FBI that states, 

' [Canada, _Mexico,_Portugal ! _Eng^ 
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Hand *and other countries.. 

; The- FBI produced 5 a massive i 
file on Ray’s activities up to the i 
♦ time of King’s death and gath- ■ 
ered such personal information \ 
as that he was an avid dancer, 
liked beer and was a loner. 
t m The detailed description fur- 
nished by the FBI led to mys- 
tery' and confusion in the man- 
hunt as many who claimed to 
have been the gunman, after the 
shooting of King provided con- 
tradictory information. For ex - 1 
ample, some said the* gunman ! 
was in his late 20Sj in contrast ! 
to Ray’s • 

A chief source , of speculation 


about the s hontirig ufeas been that 
Ray was part of a -group that 
plotted King’s death - with care, 
but- no other persons are known 
to be involved at this point. 

Ray had served seven • years 
of a 20-year sentence for armed 
robbery when he escaped from 
'prison; A fellow inmate at the 
time said Ray told him he would 
be willing to kill King for $1 mil- j | 
lion. ' ' . ; 

Ray, the son of a laborer, had 
a long list of arrests for bur- 
glary, vagrancy* driving a car 
without an . operator’s, license 
and forgery. He was a man of 
many aliases, including ♦ Eric 

Starvo . Galt, John Willard, 
Harvey Lowmyer, James • Mc- 
'Bridge, James Walton, James 
O’Conner. And now, Ramon 
• George Sneyd. .. ' . ' A ; 

Hoover said Ray is being held 
under maximum security condi- 
tions in , a London police station. 

>*It is expected he will be brought 
into court by London authorities 
Monday on the charges of false . 
documentation ; and : carrying a 
concealed weapon. , _ 

At the State Department,, offif 
cials said they expect a formal 
/ request will be made for his re- 
turn to the United States under’ 

1 a U.S.-British extradition trea- 
ty, which lists murder as one of 
the crimes fer-^rh^ gxtradition 
will be authorized. 
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SEARCH Warrant obtain- 
ed by the Royal Canadian ’ 
Police unearthed this photo ; 
of Janies Earl Ray. and led A 
to his capture in ; London as • , 
a suspect jp-Jhg^aying .*of . - 

Martin Luther King 

" • “ • ’ 
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TORONTO (API - James fToronto-s^jjsns of the provirP t 
„„i d„„ c-^cnt weeks of the. cial registrar’s office, which is-; R 


el agent Li ilian.Spen cer said he 
used the name 'George Sneyd, J 
.giving Bridgman as a person to ; 
1 1 be contacted in case of illness or : 
’(accident. 

J The woman who took his pic- 
i|ture at the photo shop, Margar- 
1 et Eakin, recalled only that the' 
» i man she snapped looked like the 
J “normal' , business executive . 


)> 


[Earl Ray spent two weeks of the 
>month he lived in Canada in a 
bleak 15 J by-12-foot room that 
ihad a television set, a “Home 
Sweet Home” design and a pic- 
ture of Christ. , 

1 The woman who was his land- 
lady in April said she tought 
| she recognized him at the time 
from a newspaper sketch of the 
man wanted in the murder of 
.Martin Luther King Jr. But her 
' husband told her- she was wrong 
and so they forgot it. . 

SUCH A GUNSMAN 
Later, said Mrs. Adam Szpa- 
kowski,. she walked into Ray’s 


cial registrar’s office, which is 
sues birth certificates." ‘ 

On that day, Mrsr Szpakowski 
said, the same day ‘she noticed 
the newspaper in his..room, the'; 
man left the house and never re- 
turned. — ; ^ M 

Police now believe < that King’$ 

accused assassin, 'captured in 

London Saturday with two. Ca- | ^ ^ . « never S p 0 ke t>|. 

ssuhgu? TS&S fcT * V. 


Before Ray left Canada May 6 
— the police were apparently 
unaware of his presence in To- 
ronto at the time — he took a 
room in another board house, a 
three-story building- run by a 
Chinese woman, Mrs. Yee Loo. 
She barely sneaks English. 
NEVER SPOKE 


assume the idenity of a Cana- 
dian about 40 years -old, Ray’s 
own age; • 

Somehow, said'Deptuy Chief 
B.J. Simmonds of'the Metropoli- 
tan Toronto cRoli^Ray was 


r„“av^m 'an' d a y and W a S o*' 


She said her suspicions were not 
aroused because “he was such a . 
gentleman.” 

“How was I to know he was a 
bandit?” said Mrs. Szpakowski 
of the man who lived at her 
rooming house at 102 Ossrngton 
Ave. under the name of Paul 
Bridgman. 

She said the man knocked on, 
her door April 8, four days after » 
tre assassination of King in , 
Memphis, Tenn., asked the t 
weekly rate and handed over I 
the first week’s rent— $10. 

He had one suit of clothes, a 
•raincoat an^jL^^S^ll bag, she. 
said. f 


*uybody. He came about fous ^ 
( leeks ago with only a suit on 
Ms back and a newspaper in his 

'hand.” . .. . 

Mrs. Loo said Ray gave his 
name as Sneyd, described him* 

I . t 1 1 ^ A 


Ray’s tan Toronto ^ph^Kay was j ^ ^ a hospital w.orker, took a 
room to clean and found a news- i abjejo_ obtain ; eno u g hjn orpig.^) room for $9 a -week, stayed 


non on a; = 

in suburban Don Mills and JJfllall night, 
mon George Sneyd a Toronto- ^ sajd 
constable, to apply for passports 


V/Viio w — rr t rj 

by mail in both their names. He 
eventually assumed Sneyd s 

i* “Our job now,” Simmonds 
! said, “is to 
, got that information, 
i A Foreign Office source said 
Rav also was able to obtain a 

Canadian • birth certificate. He 

did ’ not 1 say 

Whose name, ' ' 

CALLS SIMPLE 

H.F.C Humphries, deputy re- 
gistrar tor Ontario Province, 
said Ray could easily have ob- > 

, , — tained a birth certificate. He, 

Mrs. Szpgkow^x^aid the hi an !| sa ^ application- forms require • 
she knew as Bridgman left his |^ e name, place and date of 
second-floor room about 8:30 ! forth of the person to be named 
a.m. every day, returned about j fo the certificate and the name 
noon and left again until after 
supper. She said he spent most 
evenings in his room. * 

DIDN’T SEE MUCH J 
“We never saw much. of him,” 
said Mrs. Szpakowski, a Polish 
immigrant. “He paid his rent 
and rarely spoke.” 

The man told her he was a 
real estate salesman,- she said/ 

Mrs. Szpakowski said one let- 
ter arrived for him, addressed 
j to Bridgman and^haadng the re- 

I turn address of 70 Lombard St., 

if Docltiibyib2iU2 


However, Lte ; enloreement agencies in Euro^ 


ill s 

$f the person’s parents. 

5 That information, he said, can 
be obtained from birth notices I 
and telephone directories.. 

USED BOTH NAMES 
Ray apparently knew that 
Bridgman was a consultant 
teacher with tine Toronto Board 
of Education. He used the; 
name Bridgman when he had , 
passport photos made at Mabel . 
Agnew’s photographic studio, 
j April 11. --Trats£,_wWhen y 


he was an ideal 
roomer — quiet never used the i 
telephone and received only one 
letter 

Ray’s ideniy was uncovered 

‘is to ascertain how. Ray , ^ 200 000 Canadian 

passport photographs. The word 
was passed to the U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Inv estigation and law 
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Asst.,- Atty. 
Suspect In 


| LONDON -CAP) - Asst. U.S. 

! Atty. Gen. Fred M. Vinson Jr. 
visited James Earl Ray in a 
heavily guarded police station 
Sunday, then began; moving to 
, get the accused killer of Dr. 
i Martin Luther King Jr. back, to 
the United States as quickly as 
possible. As ' he did, a new ele- 
ment of mystery in the case 
arose. 

Airport sources said that Ray, 
seized Saturday while trying to 
board a flight for Brussels, 
could have gone from the Lis- 
bon plane that brought, him to 
London directly- to the transit 
lounge, and thus avoided immi- 
gration officers. 

His capture indicated he left 
the transit lounge — either to 
meet someone or possibly to kill 
time — and consequently got 
caught. 

COULD BE LONGER 

Vinson talked with British au- 
thorities about Ray’s extradi- 
tion, a procedure which would 
take two to three weeks under 
; normal conditions. But if Ray 

[hired lawyers to challenge the 
action, the process could run 
! considerably longer with an ini- 
tial hearing and possible ap- 
peals. 

i Ray, 40, was being kept under 
tight security at Cannon Row 
police station in preparation for 
his appearance Monday morn- 
ing at . Bow Street M agistrate’s 


■ ^ on the q uestion^ extradition,^. 

- . that proves necessary. \ 

-.General; Sees {£££%£.- 

' Ol ’ ’’• ' |i particularly in view of the sus- i 

1 Yl Of SI 5i VI Yl Of • i pect’s expensive travel without , 
1^111^ known financial mea ns, Clark! 

- . .* said: .. . I 

| two charges growing out oLhis “We have to go on the evi- ; 
arrest at Heathrow Airport — dence and facts. At this time we 
traveling under a- false passport have -no evidence of a conspira- j 
and illegal' possession of a fire cy. If there was one, it will be } 
arm * * - - ** ; ' discovered.” I 

In Memphis, Tenn., where Clark said Ray .“is a person j 
King was killed, Phil M. Canale, who lived a life of crime” and it I 
Shelby County attorney general, was plausible that .he might | 
said Ray would be returned to have financed his travels that ] 
stand trial for first-degree mur- way. . 
der with all “deliberate speed.” Clark was interviewed on the 
In Washington, 6th graf incliid- ABC radio-television program 
ing A039 insert . / “Issues and Answers.” 

REMAINS SILENT ‘ A yard spokesman said Rafr 
In Washington, U.S. Atty. 1 . u ™ier constant suryeii- 

Gen. Ramsey Clark said Rayj | an ce. This is a big > [ 

has made no statement andi r 0 ^ a 

would not be questioned except! ' Ray, who disappeared for two ; 
in a manner “in strict conformi- 1 months after King’s assassina-- 
ty to applicable legal stand- tion April 4, had a loaded pistol 
ar d Si ” * * in his hip pocket when immigra- 

Clark said Vinson’s top priori- tion officers seized, 
ties in his mission are to see After -arriving in London Sun-, 
that Ray is as secure as he can day to “expedite the extradi- 
be— that nothing happens to him tion,” Vinson met . at Scotland 
—and that he is -returned to the Yard headquarters with Chief 
United States for "trial as soon Superintendent Thomas Butler, 
as possible.. . head of the flying squad that 

Clark said he could - make no handled Britain’s Great Tram 
estimate of how soon Ray might; Robbery case, and C P - ; 

be returned. He said it is possi- tor -Kenneth _ Thomson. They 
ble Ray might waive extradition were reported offenng Vinson 1 
or that he might be deported un- ™ cooperation m speeding the . 
der an “exclusion principle” of extradition process. 

British law. Clark 'did"not elabo-* . DECLINED DETAILS 
ra t e . -- . Talking with newsmen, Vin- 

He said he is working with ;; son declined to say if he would 
Tennessee Gnv . Bufor d Elling- 'seek to r eturn R ay on the feder- 
ton, Vinson and British officials U l charg rbrm^iring to deny 
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King his civ ij. rights or on a 
Tennessee charg^rrnat he mur- 
dered King. 

Legal sources said that to ex- ! 


mg: ‘‘The de sk se rgeant is not 
available.” : — ’ ■ 

TOURISTS PASS 

— a . Hundreds of tourists passed 

'tradite Ray, American authori- ^ en t r ance to Cannon Row, 
ties w;ould have to submit an ap- fe u {; n0 ne was seen venturing 
/ plication at Bow Street Court 'down the narrow, street. Police 
; for the prisoner’s provisional ar- signs blocked the path of auto- 
; rest — to keep him in jail — un- ^ mobiles. 

! der the British- American extra- 


dition treaty. 

To support this, the court 
would require material evidence 
showing there was ; a. case 
against Ray. The British court 
would weigh the evidence and 
grant leave for extradition if a 
magistrate agreed the evidence 
was material And justifiable., 
This, normally, would take two 
or three weeks. ■ 

Ray could contest the extradi- 
tion application and possibly the 
evidence as' well, provided he 
hired ( or. obtained a lawyer. If a 
magistrate* overruled ‘ that de- 
fense, Ray could appeah and the i 
case would go to a higher court. 

Under provisional arrest, Ray 
would have to appear before a 
magistrate once every seven 
days, for 'police, under the ha- 
beas corpus principle, to sho& 
reason why he was still beinf'j 
Held. 


Ray was seized fey immigra- 
tion 'officials at Heathrow Air- 
port after he stopped over at 
6:10 a.m. Saturday on a British 
European Ariways jet from Lis- 
bon.. He was headed for Brus- 
sels. 

At the immigration barrier 
for transit passengers, officials 
'asked Ray to enter their office; 
! “for further inquiries’’ on suspi- 
cion that his Canadian passport 
' was false. 

FOUND GUN 

•' Searching him they found the 
loaded revolver. 

Police made their formal ar- 
rest at 11 : 15 a.m. five hours aft- 
er Ray’s arrival. But they kept 
a close security . clamp on. him 
£nd repeatedly denied that they 
'jtvere holding him even after the 
announcement of his arr 
:ame from Washington. 

Scotland Yard, confirmed t 



iThe suspecf was booked unde&| J ^evj>nt a police state- 

<| name of Ramon George'i meat gave the nrrested desman a 

Sneyd, the name which ap- 
peared on his false Canadian 
. passport,. -but the Justice; De- 
partment said he definitely was 

Ray,. / •..! v ; .* * 

ALL KNOWN ALIASES 


! name only as Ramon George 
i : Sneyd’ * * 

t Chief Inspector Butler said: 
“Although the man claims to be 
Sneyd, his physical description 
‘is in fact identical to that of 


An American Embassy offi- 'James Earl Ray.” 
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cial said Ray’s extradition pa- 
pers would, include “all his 
known aliases,” 1 • and that the 
name Sneyd would raise no 
problems in that respect. . 

The narrow street leading to 
Cannon Rwo ' police ; station, 
about 200 yards from the House 
of Parliament, was deserted 
Sunday, in marked contrast to 
I- the crowd which milled there 
after word of Ray’s arrest was 
announced Saturday. 

The iron gates leading to the 
station and the' former head- 
quarters of Scotland Yard were 
open and guarded by a pair of 
tall London bobbiesLJShey de- 

Dodd: n ’ sa y 


EASIEST IS BEST 

! Vinson told newsmen at Lon- 
don airport earlier that' people 
f in America were “delighted” at 
Ray’s arrest and that was greet- 
ed with “a. great feeling of re- 
lief.” 

He gave the impression he did 
him for a long time,” Vinson 
said. 

Vinson was asked whether he 
would apply for a voluntary or a 
compulsory extradition order. 

“The easiest way is always 
the best one,” he replied. 

He vave the impression he did 
not anticipate any difficulty or 
much delay in bringing Ray 
back to the Un ited S tates for 




It was ■ lAflrned— th-at Ray had s 
flown from Canada to London j 
May 6 with a round-trip ticket j 
but cashed in the return portion j 
in. exchange for passage to Lis- i 
bon and went right on to Portu- 
gal getting off • in the British 
Capital. 

PICKED UP TRAIL 

The FBI, with the help of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Po- 
lice/had picked up Ray’s trail 
in Canada — apparently after 
he left — and officers satisfied 
.themselves a few days ago that 
the man bearing a passport in 
Sneyd’s name was Ray. 

It then became a matter of in- 
tercepting the bearer of the 
t passport. 1 " | 
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By PAUL SCOTT 

, WASHINGTON, D. C. — The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's massive probe of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King is .taking a possibly sensational 


• With Tames Farl Rav the The answers to ‘ theSe ( l ues ' 

subjected assassin, apparently , tion , s f e co f h idered hifnlymi-; 

either outside the U. S or now P? rfcant . f to ™estigatian, 

dead, FBI agents have in- since, if , another person w a s 

creased their surveillance of concerned ffl the preparation of 

several American. Communists that speech the writer nugh he ., 

flcnow to' have been closely asso- ade new light on it 

fciated with King, including one especially t lose mis a 'es. 

(who wrote speeches for him in , , ^ so ’.jf */ ln ® ia 5 [ l aceivec * 
l f u p ’ " • help with the speech, the pas- ■ 

1 ■ ’ , . .. ' sages dealing with the civil 

This new development was rights leader’s premonition of ‘ 

triggered by evidence gathered de ath would probably have been . 

by the more than 1,000 agents ■ f„i| v Hispnsspf! Kind’s, rennest 


fciated with King, including one 
fwho wrote speeches for him in 
jjthe past. 


who have worked on the myste- 


| fully discussed. King’s request 
to the Detroit police department 


nous King shooting and by,, for prot ection when' he visited 

several tips and letters sent, i that c ity a few weeks before his 
to the FBI. •,//. u- c j ^ 


to the FBI. - f [ 

INTERESTING TIP I J 

One of the most interesting of : 
these “tips” came from an alert 
TV viewer and concerns the 
now famous “Mountain. Top” 
speech King made on April 3, . 
the night before his slaying, 
showing a premonition of his 
impending death. 

“If the speech . was truly 
made in Memphis on April 3 as • 
reported,” the letter pointed 
out, “then how can one account 
for King staling his age as 36 
(instead of 39) and why does he 
speak of demonstrating in Ala- .f 


death indicated he feared for 
his life then. 

Information gathered by the 
FBI on King, prior to his as- 
sassination, ■ showed that a 
secret member of • the Commu- 
nist Party’s executive commit- 
tee was one of King’s closest 
advisers and speech writers. 

This ghost writer for King 
prepared, many of his most fa- 
mous speeches, according to 
testimony given by FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover during a 
closed door meeting of a House 
Appropriations subcommittee. 


speak of demonstrating in Ala- f Since Ray during his trips 
bama twice during the/, prior to King s assassination 
speech 7 ” : /I visited the same city in which 

After checking out the tiri?e 1 
and location of King’s final . 1S . now f 
speech, several of the crack ^nme if the two met covertly. . 

FBI agents assigned to the case ‘ 
decided to begin seeking an- 
swers to a number, of their own . 

questions, including: • ! • \ 

“If King had personally writ- . 
ten that speech, why would he 
make mistakes like those con- 
tained in it — especially the one 
.■involving his age?” ,‘t 

“If the speech was written by 

someone, other than King, who . ; • 

was the author and when was it • • . ■ . 

ri'-written?” . ; / > • 
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If interest in whether the killer is 
! found. • ; ii 

When. Rev: Ralph Abernathy, 
King’s successor as president of . 
the SCLC, presented a series of 


■ Recent evidence gathered by 
FBI agents in one of the most ' 
■‘massive probes in the nation’s 
history has forced serious inves- 
tigation of these possibilities: 

That somebody close to King 
or within his own organization 
• tipped off his assassin as to the 
civil rights leader’s routine on 
the day of his slaying. 
r . That Ray .was hired directly 
. by certain black nationalists 
who paid him with money made 
available by foreign sources. 

That an international Commu- 
nist- “assassin squad” was in- 
volved in the slaying, 
i Because of Ray’s mysterious 
trip to Mexico and’ Canada 
shortly before the assassination, 
the entire U. S. intelligence op- 
eration, ranging from the Cen- 
. tra! Intelligence Agency to the 
Defense Intelligence Agency," 
has been pressed into the hunt 
for King’s killer. 

; One CIA report indicates that 
Ray, who is linked to the mur- • 
der weapon by fingerprints and 
ballistic data, may have visited 
Cuba during his Mexican trip, 

■ according to information fur- 
t nished .by a Mexican airline of- 
ficial. - ’ y 

The FBI assumption is that, if 
y there was a conspiracy to kill 
> King, those involved made ar- 
l rangements to spirit their hired 
killer out of the U. S. to Cuba 

• via either Mexico or Canada. 

CHANGING TIMES 

Probably the greatest irony of; 
the probe of King’s assassina-ij 
y tion is tha’: FBI Director J;| 
■■'Edgar Hoover, one of the civit ! 
V rights leader’s severest critics 
^ when he was alive, is doing 

* everything in his power to solve 

the case. • * ’ • • 

■y On the other hand, King’s 
closest aides in the Southern 
y Christian Leadership Confer-, 
v ence are showing little or no 


remands to Attorney General, , 
Ramsey Clark • for the “Poorf " 
People’s” campaign ‘ none off.* 
these called for more intensive f. 
effort to solve King's assassina- 
tion. 

According to persons who at- *' 
tended the meeting, nothing was . 
said about King’s death or the , 
FBI investigation, although a 
number of the. poor in* “Resur- 
rection City” had urged Aber- . 
nathy to press for a more vigor- 
ous probe. v - ’ , 

Congressional . supporters of 
Hoover say there are a number 
of compelling reasons for Aber- 
nathy’s silence. Most important 
of these is King’s instruction to . 
key aides' of his Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership. Conference not 
long before his death that no • 
verbal attacks were to be made 
against Hoover or the FBI for 
fear of counter action by the] 
FBI director. .■ j| 

The last time King blasted 
Hoover and the FBI publicly^ 
these lawmakers, pointed out, 
the FBI director called the Ne- 
gro leader the “most notorious ' 
liar” that he had ever known— 
a statement Hoover has never 
retracted. 

.At the time, the King - Hoo- 
. ver. exchange resulted in a 
White House arranged meeting 
at which the veteran FBI direc- 
tor did most of the talking. 

According to an unpublished 
account given to House Appro- 
priations subcommittee mem- 
berSi Hoover frankly told King ' 
that if King ever repeated his 
unfounded cnarges against the 
FBI, .everything he knew about 
King would be made public. 

After that blunt warning,,, 
King refrained from ever re- i* ‘ 
peating his attack against either 
Hoover or the FBI. Rev. Aber- !; 
nathy, who accompanied King J 
to Washington for that meeting , 
with Hoover, adopted the same, 
policy. .• ... ,//j 
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Case 


GREENVILLE, Miss. (AP) 1 
The “vil rights forces seeWng 
an injunction against a curfew 
kw ; Shelby have rest, 
thetf ^case alter testimony 

: Court Judge 

William C. Heady. 

; Armand Denfner, staff couh- 
sel for me Lawyers’ Constitu- 
tipnal Defense Committee, rest- 
ed the case Monday shortly afft- 
.er Shelby.'Mayor C. Scott Mor- 
nson said the. curfew was iim- 
I |os©d shortly after Dr. . Martin 
! King Jr. was assassinat- 

j Morrison ./said it was ordered 
into effect; /‘because they' were 
having riots in Memphis :■ and 
Washington and other" big cities 
and we didn’t want any riots in 
Shelby.” 

The mayor and Police Chief 
G. G. Griffin said a companion 
■ Proclamation 1 ordering police to 

disperse groups of more than 
I five persons was in effect only 
for a three-day period after 
King’s death. But Diane Border! 
IS, a school girl active in pro- 
tests of the Shelby Education 
Committee said she was in a 
group of eight youngsters last 
Saturday when police ordered 
them, to “break into groups of 
ifve or less.” ^ 
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1 MAHANOY CITY. Pa. (UP!) 
i-The FBI said today there ap- 
peared to be nothing; to indicate 
-ftbody found- in a shallow grave 

rear here last May 8 was that 
tf the. alleged, slayer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. ’ 

Agent Hugh C. Norton said at 
Pottsville the FBI “would be 
.Very pleased to find Dr. King’s 
killer alive or dead. But we 
can't .manufacture a body out 
of thin air.” 

Norton aid the FBI. and state 
.police have been investigating 
to determine whether the skele- 
tal remains rnay .match some 
ch ar acid ri sis of James Earl 
Hay, sought in the King slay- 

-Jng. * ~~ . 

“As far as.. I can see, there Is 

no indication they are the same 

r> 

people,” Norton said. “If we 

■ find a dead body in somebody’s 
I back yard we axe .going -to 

check it.” 

! Joe D. Jamieson, head of the 
Philadelphia FBI office, . said 
there was no reason to believe 
the skeleton found in a grave in 
pine woods was that of Ray, 
who authorities said shot and 
, killed King in Memphis, Term., 
i April 4. 

Norton said the FBI was 
awaiting arrival of dental 
charts of Ray from veterans’ 
hospitals and prisons where he’ 
had served time as a “routine” 
administrative procedure, 

■ Dist. . A tty. Righjvpd, JH issell of 
Schuylkill County expressed the 


belief th e. . hod v_ was that of a 
gangland slaying victim. 

Russell said.it was a “million 
to one chance” that the body 
was Ray’s. ■ 

Norton also said . the discov- 
ery of a white. Mustang in 45 
feet of water in a nearby lake 
was of no significance, pointing 
out. a car of similar description 
said to have been purchased by- 
Ray veas found abandoned in 
•the South: : 

“There is no connection be- 
tween this , auto a nd the one 
Rav used,” he said. 
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- vPOTTSVILE, Pa. /(AP) 1 

State police and local officials ! 
reported Thursday night they, 

! ftere investigating the remote 
possibility the body of a man 
j found in a, shallow grave near 
j jiere was that of- the? alleged as- , 

‘ sassin of Dr. Martin Luther 
t King Jr.. 

Ridiard Russell,. Schuylkill, 
County district attorney, said^j 
state police have asked the FBI 
for dental records of 40-year-oldj 
James* Earl Ray for positive; 
identification. ^ ^ / I 

. * Other 1 methods of identifying j 
|he body have proved fruitless,! 
.|e s.a id, because ..of ..the 
advanced state of decomposi- 
tion. . • ' 

The body, containing four bul- \ 
let wounds— with three bullets 1 
•recovered— was found May 7 by 
two state forestry workers near 
Rrandonville, approximately 20 ■ 
miles north of this northeast. : 
Pennsylvaniaps^^i^iity . 1 / j 

A special repart_showed: the L 

^"aecunipo^pu riLjg^ s. ‘caused by 1 

-lime- which was placed on- the , 
, body; Rulseli said. t ;• • .. , 

'..file rddort, indicated that, if j 
lime was used on the body “3i- , 
terment (was) not less than tWo j 
weeks nor more than four. 5 5 

State Police., Detective George . 
Dlirilld; of Redding said the esti- . 
mated time- of burial meant that | 
f the body r could .conceivably bh ; 
that of Ray, since King was < 
slain in Memphis, Tenn., on 
April 4 and Ray has since dis-.j 
appeared, ■' ( j 

, ‘‘The bddy could be anybody’s J 
blit we’r e checkin g ail the pos-j 
riDih^es^ s nMrr^g , said. 
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WASHINGTON — The FBI’s Yet, wh fe a stud ent of crime .prices^ we re cheap . -Once he 
failure to ac.prehend the assass- he was also a -bungler. For he. posed in sun glasses (or a .pic- 

I in of Dr. Martin Luther King left b-bind the murder : rifle tu re ..with his Mexican prosti- 

! has led to reports that J. . Edgar. with his fingerprints on it and,' tuts. In ‘ Los Angeles, b.e adver- 

Hoover is not interested in wrapped around the rifle a bedMised in the hippie a newspaper 

catching the murderer. The re- spread which contained that he. would like to meet .“a 

ports are based partly on the strands of his hair. He also left passionate married - woman.” 

j ■ fact that Hoover and King were behind a blue zipper bag con- He also paid $1 to the Swinger’s 

not on good terms. Hoover hav- J taining a brush with hair Club for the names and ad- 
ing publicly branded King as! matching those on the' bed- dresses of five girls. 

‘/the most notorious liar in the j spread. j All told, Ray spent arr esti- 

W orld.” | All the evidence we have been 'mated $10,000 in seven months. 

We have checked into the [ able to gatfieF^hmts to Jhe Yet. he never .held a job', and 
operations 'of the FBI in this |’probahilitjLJhaLJ5av was hired committed 110 crimes following 
respect and are convinced that ■ to kill Dr. ' Kins;. He broke nut of L is fl ™» • * be El so " rl 

_ . .. ; Penitent in rv that thp T<RT. ha«J 


iiicuiciuHi tvuL uciuic uiaici lcu \- i [o teiiow prisoners that he in- r ~ A? r 

. en in the United States. Its G-. tended to make a bte “score” 1 lllln § stahon , and . other rob ' 
Men have checked every b3r on the outside. He remarked to benes ‘ But after h ! 3 esca P e he 
ever, patronized by .James Earl one inmate that he might tev to i bccam ' 3 a ]oncr > 1,1 aome , re ' 
Ray, every flophouse he ever collect a rumored $1 million f? ects b?cai ?f , anothar .. L * 8 ' 
stopped at, every ••nteia in ! bounty that supposedly , had • he 

Mexico he ever v siietl. It has been offered by a “business- cau §ht te .1 h a new lGenti- 

collected an amazing ar ay of men’s group” for the death of i ty as E Av--vg’° • c • • 
evidence, all linking Ray with Dr. King.. . 'i xLA-^ . 

the murder. Four months later, on An*. ' , K s f" ls lik f y P that Bay 

That he has not been found 30, 1967, he opened a safe de- P ranned th ; nuiroer of Dr_ Kmg 
may be due, first, to the possi- pos it box in the Birmingham , for f vei j a ! , m ° nth ?' f !!l al ! y 
bility that he himself was mur- Trust National Bank and sud- : purchas f the Rerain § toa 1 "H fie in 
dered by those who hired him to denlv began nassin® out crisD Bnmmgham on March 30, then 
kill King; or, second, that he is ?2 0 bills like a big spender. He moved to a boarding house in 
hiding in some remote Mexican paid $199 for dan^in-? in>t*tr- Atlanta. In his room, agents 

village. tion, then ouit after* only a f°w found , a . ma 'P oL Atlanta, with 

■ — — • ; - • Melons- H-‘ s~ °nf sw ti — four locations ci rcled. _ 

sv F : 7 ?i p “^r" ; - T — wer9 

able to U»e in a distant part of 1 he d,dn t know how to op- 


Atlanta. In his room, agents 
found a map of Atlanta with 
four locations ci rcled . 

They, were Dr. King’s res- 
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able to live m a distant part ot . r. ,v,f M • , ' ■ • 

Mexico indefinitely. The Mexico , Y / • c • eadq -^ ^ - r ers a *' ' 

Qty Police are efficient and » f *Y) e cd out. money _ for* a. Southern. Christian Leadership ■ • 

cooperative, bo. police in the rt ~», shewed Conference, ' **» boardmg 

remote areas are not. In some any bar He a)so took b a course : house and the spot where he 

villages few Mexicans can read , in i ock . p i ck j n g f rom a corres- • f, bandoned ; bis Mustang after*. Classification: l97 _< i 

or. write, and radio news of the pon dence school in Michigan. ■ f be ' murder - In, the middle of. submitting office: JACK C 
outside world does not pene- jjj s white Mustang cost $1,995, ^ be ma P wa s also a clear 

nPTreriw ' mRV ™rifi which he p.^4suash. He drove thumbprint from Ray’s right □ Being investigated'.. 

DETECTiyE ^yrpRY CRliMi- ^ from ... Mexico to Montreal, . ld * * — - — 

What the FB 1 has established ! from ^ ^ mind S Sa/hlf KiJ » ^ ‘ )Sl- SP t -S<* 

about Kings assassin was that; leans . An^eiesjo New Or- Atlantn .and fchowed him - S 7 1—1 

h^^tudie^^l^uspens^wriU Occasionally he slipped $20 to elaborate S 
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ing of Ian . Fleming and Ayn|bar girls and prostitutes, ’ in ' carefuF creatiw "o"! newldentf 
Rand. His pseudonym, Eri Star- Mexico he lived with a prosti-. ty, Ray left behind in Mempht 

^ ^ a ■ :,a K 
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v ■■■ If white ^extremists put up the 
i ■ blood rnoney~ir~vvas probably 
■ not the Ku Klux Klan or the 
Minute Men, for they are an im- 
patient lot who would not have 
. waited for several months for 

• Ray to get results. 

Black extremists have also 
- not been ruled out. They might 
have sought to get rid of King 

• in order to remove the prophet 
of nenvio'e"*ce. • 

v . Note: Ray was the product of 
a brok an o m c . e was the 

•' eldest of eight children. His fa- 
. ther deserted Ray’s mother, 

■; and various people adonted the 
children. When the FBI ap- 
; proached the father, they dis- 
covered that the elder Ray had 
. not seen his son for 17 years. “I 
would be the last one he would! 
; come to for help,” the father! 
said. 


i 
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w»*§: at / • a P heck °f showed | Est j mateg 0 f • th e fugitive’s 

Mystery V^n x Ray. .was thsmanxsought, an i height have-ranged from' 5rfeet-8 

r ’ - ' • he. had used; G.alt . as |to 6-feet, his weight from 160 to; 

■ Ray., escaped April 3 > 175 pounds His eyes have been 

jp-M. • . ••• from, the Missouri. State , P, . - described- as either blue or ha-, 

^ , - ■ ■ ; tentiary -where, he was seiying ze i, his hair as either brown or- 

COntlflUeS a 20-year- sentence .for a, ¥l»° SUv sandy 

: . - • " permarket robbery., : • , .... An FBI official- brushed -off.' 

• WASHINGTON (AP)' — FBI ; 1 he FBI has not;, amended -dts ^hg , varying descriptions, savings 

officials/ anpquieiily*' trying To 1 conspiracy 'complpirit to iSPajW 1 ‘‘y 0 ^ <rU n: into thi s every. timer-: 
play down ' contradictory de-, Ray . instead- -of Galt, ^although ^t-g human nature.:. - . . 
scriptionsT of -.dhe' .’appearance | Tennessee pfticials^piade sucft a “Anyway, this guy is a profes- 
and habits, of -. James . Earl Ray, name change m ;; the. Memphis siona! con. He can 'change , his*; 
aliao Fric Slnrvo Galt- the elu- murder charge,. hair line in three minutes with a 

.siv^eScaped convict’ charged . Puzzling aspects of : the .case jrazor, and «e*«s*g3in or lose 20 
with‘:ihe: murder of Dr. Martin continue, . to pop up. The newest poundg when he wants to. j 
Luther. King Jr.^ ' ' . ) involves' Ray's, or ’Gilt's, :srnok-: 

/ The discrepancies have fueled ing habits. 

speculation that perhaps Ray Atlanta residents said ciga- 

and Galt actually ; are -.two per- rette' or . cigar ashes were scat- 

t sons, or that two or more per- tered on -the carpeted floor of a • 

. sons used the name Galt. white 1966 Mustang that FBI j« 

■ i No official statement- has been, agents impounded - there a . week, 
issued to rebut this theory. But ! after King was slain. They also j 
at the massive search for said a cigar butt fell out of. the j 
King’s killer entered its fourth car when agents opened the 
week, FBI sources who had re- door. The FBI has said the car 
fused to discuss/\ any aspect ^ was owned /by jGait//- ; /,///,/; 

of the investigation- insisted^! - In Missouri, it was? reported * 

though not for attribution, that th a t an v FBI bulletin issued .last 
Ray and Gait are. the sam^per-: ye ^ r - ‘ a ^ er Ray’s prison; escape j 

“We know there’s only one Reporters showed, copies of-, 
person involved here,” said one the KBI/released picture; of Galt' 
official, “We’ve got his finger- ^ ^Birmingham witnesses, 
prints and we know who he is.” apd to residents of the Memphis 

This “one person’.’ contention ■ r g 0m [ ng house from which the 
in itself seems to clash with the fatgd s hpt was fired/ Almost all 
FBI’s formal stance 'that' ;Gait ^ id ^ ph g t0 didn ’t res emble 
conspired with “an individual man they saw. 
he alleged to be his brother” to ;,, varying ages have been given 
.violate King’s civil rights;.’ ‘ for the hunted man. 

; The FBI filed the conspiracy Memphis/ .residents said the 
complaint against Galt in Bit - saw leave th e room-t. 
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Memphis, Tenn., April 'rhousewife who saw a man get 
Tennessee officials .quickly JUed ! out t he white/Mustang esti- 
a murder charge against Gait// mated -his • age atJiLt&JQ. 'The 
Two days lat er, t he FBI, sai d. said - Galt gave his ag e as 
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••••■ murder of Dr. Martin Luth S Qtos o{ Ra y ( above left* 

'•■• alias Eric Starvo Galt. Pr's o “ J* sketches made from 
arc shown in comparwon^Uh artist sK( eicnes h9US0 

wun£ss£sl, descriptions of a man seen aeem„ .... % 

^ ■wbich the fatal bullet was fired. 
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,RAY STILL SOUGHT— The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
fmeas^l these two photographs in Washington, identified as. 
, two additional pictures of Janies Earl Ray who is being 
.sought in connection with the slaying of Mr. Martin Luther 
j Ring Jr. The FBI said . the picture of Ray wearing dark 
.glasses was taken in Mexico in November, 1967, while the 
. one of Ray ,n a business suit was made in California during 
, tli^ his l. par t of January or the early part of February, 1968 
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'JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O'Conner. ' 

- -James Earl Ray, a, Missouri prison escapee, sought under the . 
alias Eric Starvo Galt’ in connection with the gunshot slaying of . ; 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI’s ^ 
•‘Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J: Edgar Hoover, 
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to insure 
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description 4 to ' 

speed his location. , '"X'' 

•• Ray has been intensively sought since the murder- of Dr. King. ; 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on’ the balcony of a Memphis, Ten- ; 
nessee, : motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger- 
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted* 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical. V 

", a Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 
' 17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
.His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
• forging. U.S. Postal Money Orders. -'A;. ' 

A white American, bom in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928, 
Ray' is 5' 10" tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short - 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
' his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and 
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. . 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school. * 
of bartending. "- ^A' 

\ Con sider. Ray , armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in- : . 
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI office.,.'. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
FBI issued today two more pho- 
tographs of James Earl Ray, 
who is being sought in connec- 
tion with the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., 

An FBI spokesman said one of 
the latest photos is “considered 
to be the best possible likeness 
Of Ray.” ' j 

i So far the FBI now has issue|l 
|ive photos of Ray. j 

| The one the FBI considers the 
nest was taken in late January 
or early February of this year 
somewhere in California. It 
shows Ray wearing a dark 
checked jacket, striped- tie and 
button-down collar shirt- There 
is a curtain directly in back of 
him and a lamp nearby. 

The FBI would not say where 
it obtained the picture, or where 
precisely it was taken, or by 
whom. 

The other new photo, which 
the FBI said was taken last No- 
vember at an undisclosed loca- 
tion in Mexico, shows Ray wear- 
ing dark glasses ar 1 a light col- 
ored' shirt open ‘at the collar. ' 

The California photo appears 
to have been taken without the 
use of flash, and with side light- 
ing. The Mexico photo appears 
to have been made with the use 
of a flash camera. 

The two new photos confirm 
what FBI descriptions say— that 
| his weight has been known to 
vary wid ek,_Thg M exican pic- 
ture discloses a with a thin 


face an d pointed c hin, much as 
he appeared m i960 photos. 

But the picture taken in Cali- 
fornia shows him 'edging up to 
pudginess, with a clear cleft in 
his chin. 

Other photos issued earlier by 
the FBI included one of him tak- 
en at a Los Angeles bartending 
school. 

The original showed his eyes, 
closed. At first an FBI artist 
drew in some open eyes, but lat- 
er- eyes from another photo- 
graph were imposed photogra- 
phically. The bartending photo 
was taken in early March of this 
year .when he graduated from 
the school in Los Angeles'. 

The remaining: pair of photos 
'.were taken in 1960 in connection 
: with his conviction for armed 
j robbery. He was received at the 
i state penitentiary in Jefferson 
j ‘City, Mo., March 17,: I960 to 
j serve 20. years. • He escaped 
f^pril 23, 1 % 7 . ; 

1 ' -- - --- — 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Pris- 
on records show ' James Earl 
■Ray, charged with murderingj 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , was j 
considered a model prisoner , 
while in the federal penitentiary ; 
‘at Leavenworth, Kan. I 

I 

By the time Ray was released \ 
on April 5, 1958, he had earned'; 
—in addition to time off for good j 
1 behavior— an extra 45 days ear- j 
- ly release for meritorious con- 
duct. 

, . # i 

He served two years and nine S 
months of a three-year, nine- 
I month- sentence imposed by a 

( Kansas City federal court fj)r 
orging postal money orders. , 

Nothing could be found I to 
how how Ray earned the extra 
i 45 days early release— and Bu- 
reau of prisons officials refused 
to make his record public. But 
other sources did. 

In contrast to his Leaven- 
i worth record, Ray currently is 
an escapee from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary and received 
a general discharge rather than 
an honorable discharge from 
the Army in 1948 because of 
ineptness and lack of adaptabili- 
ty, the FBI has reported. While 
in the Army he served three 
months at hard labor for being 
: drunk and resisting arrest, the 
FBI said. i 

: Records also show: 

; —Ray signed a parole waiver 
although he would have been el- 
igible for parole 18 months be- 
fore his release. 

! —Leavenworth psychiatrists 
apparently had little interest in 
Ray. Aside from routine exami- 
nations when he was imprisoned 
; there July 7, 1955, there is no in- 
dication he was given— or need- 
ed-psychiatric help. His atti- 
tude was described as good. 

Although released in April 
1958, Ray was subject to parole 
supervision until Oct. 2, 1958. 

Ray worked for a time in the 
Leavenwo rth — baker y, fire de- 
ij^gtgnegtj and paint shop. 
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JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt, ■ 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner. 


James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI’s 
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to insure 
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to 
speed his location. 

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger- 
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders. 

A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928, 
Ray is 5'10" tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and 
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school 
of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in- 
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 
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souri prison escapee who hasj 
been sought under the alias 
Eric Starvo Galt in connec- 
tion with the gunshot slaying of 
Civil rights leader, Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr., has -been 
added to the FBI’s list of "Ten 
Most Wanted Fugitives.” 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoov- 
er ordered the special addition 
of Ray to the "Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives’' list, which 
already contains ten fugitives, 
to insure the widest possible 
dissemination of Ray’s photo- 
graph and description to help 
effect his earliest possible lo- 
cation. 

Ray has been the subject of a 
massive and intensive search 
since tte brutal gunshot 
slaying of Dr. King, on April 4. 
19G8, as he stood on the bal- 
cony of a Memphis, Tennc's- 
seei motel/. One rifle bullet, 
belie fired from window 
of a nearby rooming house fell- 
ed the victim. 

An exhaustive FBI finger- 
print search, compares latent- 
| fingerprints uncovevV in the 
Dr. King case against finger- 
prints of over 53,000 persons cn 
whom wanted notices have 
>eca posted in the FBI's Iden- 
tifies }d.r> Division . succeeded 
jn determining that Galt and 
Ray are identica l 


A Federal warrant y issued 
Birmi nr ham, Ada o 'im a . on A i - 
ril 1 7 1963, charges Ray, under 
the alias Eric Starvo Galt, 
with conspiring to interfere! 
with a Constitutional Right of 
a United -States citizen. Ray 
is - also sought for unlawful in- 
terstate. flight to avoid confine- 
ment after conviction for arm- 
ed robbery, based on a F ed- 
eral warrant issued .on; July 
2, 1967, at Jefferson V City, 
‘Missouri. . He had been con - 
fined at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary, Jefferson _ Gity, 
Missouri, in March, . 1960, with 
a 20 - year sentence following 
conviction for .- armed robbery 
and operating -a motor vehicle 
without permission' of' the owm 
er. In September,/ 1966, -while 
serving the sentence, he was 
confined for a time -in- the max- 
imum security ward at the 
State Hospital, Fulton; . Mis- 
; sori. He • was reported; miss- 
ing from the Missouri State 
Penitentairay since . . April 23, 
1967., t 

Ray, who has an arrest re- 
cord dating .back to 1949 and 
has been convicted of burglary, 
armed robbery and ; forging 
United States Postal -./Money 
Orders, has also beemconfined 
in the Los Angeles County Jail, 
the Joliet and. Pontiac,. ‘ Illi- 
nois, State Prisons and. the 
United States -rfereteatiary, at 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 
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<4Ihc— solved in the ar 
tween February, 1946 and De- 
cember 1943, received a three- 
month sentence at hard labor 
for being drunk and breaking 
arrest and was given a Gener- 
al Discharge due to ineptness 
and lack o£ adability for mili-, 
tary service. 

Ray is a 40 - year - old white 
male, reportedly born in illi- 
nois, on March 10, 1928. He is 
approximately ■ 5 } 10”tall, and 
weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, 
has blue eyes and brown hair 
which he has worn cut short. 

He has a small scar on the 
center of his forehead . and a 
scar on the pal mof his right 
hand. He has been described 
as having a straight, narrow 
| nose and straight and even 
i teeth and to have a nervous 
« habit of occasionally tugging 
his ear lobe. His left ear pro- 
trudes noticeably.’ V 

\ Acquaintances describe him 
is a “loner” and “drifter”, 

‘ whose language and dictation 
reflect a “rural” quality and in- 
dicate he has had limited edu- 
cation. 

; 

He is reportedly a fan of wes- ' 
tern and country music, drinks * 
vodka and beer, dresses neatly 
and claims past employment as 
■ a merchant seaman, and cook 
on Mississippi River vessels. 
He is known to have worked 
as a baker, laborer and color 
matcher. 

He is known as an avid- danc- 
er who has taken dancing les- 
sons. he also completed a 
course at a school, of A barten- 
ding in the Los Angeles area 
early in 1963. 

Ray should be considered to 
be armed and extremely dan- 
gerous. .Anyone with informa-' 
tion concerning this fugitive is ^ 
• requested to immediately .con 
tact the nearest office of the 
-FBI, the telephone number of 
which may be found on the first 
page of local telephone direc- 
tories. 
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Of King Decried 
.At Milisaps 

TMillsapa College students 
.have pledged themselves to a 
course of positive action “to 

•v a , C !' 1 i< : ve freedom of justice for 
ail ’ in a resolution decrying the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. 

The resolution was adopted by 
the Students Senate official gov- 
erning body of the student com- 
munity at Milisaps. Soon after 
the action . was taken, the MiU- 
voted to support 
: tion * uc en . sena(e in its resolu- 

j <( Text of the resolution follows- 
i T T f? e vwlcnt death of Dr. Martin 

a e '; J^S. Jt V and others 
dedicated to non-violence, pro- 
ipmdl^sMlenges all who be- 
lieve in human brotherhood, 
ihrough our activity and inac- 
tivity. whether conscious or 
■unconscious, we share in -the 
responsibility for D^JKjng's 
death For too long we have 
allowed racism and bigotrv w- 
have denied many of the- "jus ti- 
field goals of Dr. King and Many 
other leaders; we have ignored 
opportunities for friendship and 
understanding with our broth- 
ers. 

“We, the members of the 
Milisaps Student Senate, com- 
mit ourselves -to a new course 
of positive action; to care for 
the freedom of all men; to live 
■without racial prejudice; to act 
toward ending the influence cf 
hatred in our society. We pledge . 
sincerity in not only presenting j 
this statement but in going forth * 

; J 0 achieve the great . tas! 

I freedom and justice for ail. 

• Earlier a memorial service 
for ^ slain civil rights leadei 
. was held on the Milisaps c 
pus under the sponsorshiiLoLi 
MetlioaTsf Student Movement. 
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Search 
For Galt 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - 
The nation’s police agencies in- 
tensified a nationwide search to- 
day for Eric Starve Galt, the 
elusive fugitive sought in the as- 
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

They were aided by thousands 
! of wanted posters, just gaining 
wide distribution two days after 
the FBI publicly identified Galt, 
3(L=ssm^man it bad sought se- 
cretly since a week after the 

April 4 slaying. *"■ , 

; The FBI refused comment on 
queries about whether it be- 
lieves Galt is the man’s real 
{name or was simply a cover 
built painstakingly over a num- 
j ber of months by the beer-drink- 
j ing. lover of hillbilly music. 

Two aliases— John Willard 
and Harvey Lowmyer— were 
listed on the federal conspiracy 1 
warrant issued against Galt in ' 
Birmingham, Ala., Wednesday 
afternoon and the first degree 
murder warrant issued by the 
s tate again st him her e Wednes- - 


nignt. 


1 J‘Jphn Willard” was the name 
usecT~py _ tae man wife - checked,, 
I? into a Main Street rooming 
house 4 three hours before King 
was shot, as he stood on the bal- 
cony of a motet’ nere. There has 
been no reference to the second ; 
alias. ' I 

The federal agency denied a j 
, report that it had taken into cus- J 
tody the man it said Galt de- j 
scribed as his brother and that 
the brother was aiding in the • 
search. The federal warrant, is- i 
sued Wednesday, claimed that ! 
Galt • and the brother entered • 
into_a conspiracy March 29 • toJ 
viorfre^iitg’s civil rights , , , j 

The FBI covered many specit- 
ic details about Galt’s 1 life over 
the past several years in its re- 
lease including the fact that he 
is an avid dancer, has “rural .■ 
speech,.” apparently lacks edu-j 
cation and has a “nervous habit] 
of pulling at an ear lobe with his j 
left hiand.” * i 

But except’ for his age, the j 
FBI’s statement was void of vi- 
tal .statistics, including Gait’s j 
bj £ fb nfe £% or of any details of ' 
hi& movement prior * 
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DALTON, Ga. (AP) — A con- 
victed murderer who 1 was in 
prison with the mysterious 
James Earl Ray, now hunted in 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., said Tuesday he heard 
tRay say he would be willing to 
try to collect $1 million for kill- 
ing the; civil rights leader. 

| Raymond Curtis, 40, the same 
j age as 7 Ray, is serving a life 
se ntence^ a t Whitfield County 
said he and Ray 
were prisoners at the Missouri 
State Penitentiary when John F.l 
Kennedy was assassinated Nov. 
22, 1963, in Dallas, Tex. 

“Another hoy said, ‘Well, 
:there’s a million-dollar bounty 
to get King. ’ King was running 
'hiis mouth pretty good then. Ray 
said; “If there is a million-dollar 
bounty on King, I believe I can 
collect it,* ” Curtis said in an in- 
terview. 

Curtis said he met Ray in 1955 
when both were prisoners in 
Jackson County jail at Kansas 
City,. Mo* He said they shared^ a f 
o*H-foi-SG ven • month s . 


Then, Curtis said, Ray was 
transferred to the Leavenworth 
federal prison' to serve a term 
for forging postal money orders. 
Curtis said that two weeks later 
he also was sent to Leaven- 
worth. 

ADJOINING CELLS 

• Curtis said he and Ray were 
in, the same 281-cell building at 
Leavenworth and at . one point 
were in adjoining cells. 

He said after about six 
months he was transferred to 
the Atlanta prison agdsddi^^ot 
see Ray again until late ’ 1961 or 
early 1962, when Curtis went to 
the Missouri State Penitentiary 
on a 10-year armed robbery sen- 
tence. 

Ray was there, Curtis said, 
serving a 20-year armed rob: 
bery sentence. Prison records 
confirm that Curtis and Ray 1 
were inmates at the same time. ■ 
The two saw each other. /‘al- i 
most daily” Curtis said. ’ 

It was in the priso n yard. Jgu r- : - 
tis said , that he ana Ray ^aw 
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‘ television news reports of Ken- 
n'iSyVTisassination. A few 
days later, he said, a new pris- 
oner came' in and said that a .$l 
million, bounty had been put on 
King by a “K-K businessman’s 
association.” v/ 

i Curtis said Ray did not associ- 
! crowd of 2,000 men in the prison 
I ate freely with other inmates.’ 
“You could; pick him out of a 
! yard. He would be off to himself 
; walking and his mind would be 
somewhere else.” 

PLANNED 

“The only; thing he would 
make a long onversation out of 
make a long conversation out of 
was when, he was planning 
something and you were a part 
oyt^sgu^ts said. “Anything he 
did was thoroughly planned. He 
never went off half-cocked.” 

Curtis . said he heard Ray 
mention a King bounty several 
times. At one point, Curtis said, 
Ray referred to the Kennedy as- 
sassination by saying, “Boy, 
probably somebody made a nice 
little . penny off of that. I sure 
wish it was me.” 

Curtis, who was bom in Dal- 
ton,. said Ray had a soft south- 
ern Illinois accent, not a south- 
ern drawl. 

QUESTIONS 

Curtis, who was convicted in 


i January 1967, of a rob bery ■ mu r- 
1 der, is awaiting a d^crsiofron a 
new trial motion. FBI agents 
questioned Curtis Sunday and 
Monday. 

To his knowledge, Curtis said, 
only one person visited Ray dur- 
ing their prison time together. 

Curtis talked, to reporters,; 
from his individual 4- by 10-foot 
ell at the Whitfield County jail. 
A bare light bulb illuminated 
the cell. He wore a tom white 
T-shirt, and raspberry colored 
pajama trousrs. 

Curtis said Ray made the 
statements about King to Curtis 
personally and not in a group. 

The FBI said the man they 
are hunting has a liking for beer 
and vodka and water. 
beer, I know that, because he 
talked about it,”. Curtis said. 

Curtis said Ray talked a great 
deal in prison about New Zea- 
land, Brazil and Argentina and 
Curtis speculated that he would 

have left the United States for 
one of those countries within 
hours after the slaying if he 
were responsible. 

“If you talk to him 15 minutes 
you’d like him,” Curtis said. 
“He was a likeable sort of per- 
son.. But if this was a plot to as- 
| sassinate King, Ray^*o^d=g?> to 
r his grave with th e secret.” 
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By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

James Earl Ray, alias Eric .Starve Galt,-, who is 
being sought in the killing of Dr. Martin-Luther King 

j,® a ' man described as a loner. Yet he is known as an 
avid dancer. ■ •>...• . t. ■r.~ i r. / 

He has been convicted of armed robbery and auto- 
mobile theft, but less than a year ago he applied for and' 
received a legal license to drive a 'newjSpurchased 
white Mustang. 7 - f — ! ; ' “ 

Ray has lived as far west as 
-C alifornia-, as far south as New 
Orleans — a n d in Memphis 
Tenn., where on April 4, 1968, 

I King was assassinated. 

1 Here, is the .most current in- 
formation available on Ray; , 

Description; Height, 5 feet 10; 
weight, 163 to 174 pounds. 

. Brown hair. Blue eyes. A small 
scar on his forehead and right 
palm. His left ear protrudes fur- 
ther from his head than his 

irighMaj* does. Wniir=fflale 
iabouti40. 
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gelatives; Born in 
March 10, 1928, son of a laborer . 
of the same name. Hospital re- 
cords in .Fulton, Mo., indicate i 
his parents are 'deceased but J 
-prison records list his mother as * 
Mrs. Lucille Ryan of 1913 Hicko- J 
ry St., St. Louis. A brother, Jer- j 
ry, reportedly has an address of | 
Box 22, Wheeling, 111. 

Aliases: Two aliases listed on 
FBI warrant— John Willard and 
Harvey Lowmyer. Other names 
used are James /McBride, 
;James Walton, W. & Herron 
and james O'Connor. 

Education: .High school drop- 1 
grade. Graduate of ; * 
^International .School' of- Bartend-/ ‘ 
ing in . Hollywood, Calif.," on* L 
March 2,- 1968. Took dancing, les- i 
sons in New Orleans in 1834 and J 
.1965, 4 in Birmingham during 
September and October 1967, 
and in Long Beach, Calif., from 
December 1967 to February 
1968. . ' ' ‘ • 

. ♦ i . 

Military record:. Served as an! 
enlisted man irndhie U.S. Army 
from February ,1946 to Decern-/ 
ber 1948 when he was given a 
j genera/ discharge* for ineptness 
and lack of adaptability. While 
in The Army he reefcxven^T^ 
three-month sentence at hard 
labor for being, drunk . and 
“breaking” arrest. 

; Criminal record: * In 1949 
served eight months in .county 
jail in Los- Angeles on a bur- 
glary charge. In 1952 convicted 
in Chicago of armed robbery 
and served two years in Joliet 
and Pontiac, 111., state prisons. 

In 1955 convicted of forging U.S. 
Jpostal money orders in Missouri 
'and confined to Ft. Leaven- 
| worth, Kan., penitentiary until 
- 1958. In I960 sent to the Missouri 
State Penitentiary for a 20-year 
sentence for armed robbery and 
car theft in St.' Louis and, on 
'.April 23,196 7, escaped. 

Occupation: Has worked as a 
baker, laborer .and color match- 
fer.. On a driver’s license appli- 
cation he put “merchant sea- 
man, unemployed.”. Claimed to 
have been a cook on a Mississip- 
pi riverboat and to have worked 
iP 4 ^h i. p»f H 2ds. 
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JAMES ^ARL:MY 


i 




Ment al history: S ent for jpetfl 


tal observation . ih /dnnection, 
with a charge .of attempted es- 
cape from Missouri. State Peni- 
tentiary. Hospital Voff icials found; 
“no mental disease* t pF defecfc:- 
’ within .the : ’law.”/ : / / v / /’./ i 
' ‘ Pasttimes : Bear!- , and , vodka 
drinker/ Fond . of . hillbilly ^ and 
Western music J Avid dancer/ < 
; Characteristics: \ Rural 
speech. Nervous habit of pulling 
at an ear; lobe /with left hand. 
Described as quiet, a loner, “and 
a neat, dresser. 

Last known address: 2 
Highland, a boarding house, in 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — What may be the nation’s 
most intensive manhunt gained fresh pressure Saturday 
when the FBI placed on its “most wanted” list a fugitive 
convict accused of the murder of Martin LutheFKn^ 
James Earl Ray, a 40-year-old w hen Rav s tit 

* k, ein f h , unt ‘ was^gsough! slthl 

ed by police from border to bor- nQ1Tia tL mi faua , 


der and beyound for the April 4 
sniper- slaying ' in Memphis, 
Tenn., of the Negro civil rights 
leader from Atlanta. 


'.On-^issday, whe n Ray sti ll 
was- being sought unaer '^the 
name of Galt, the FBI filled a 
vacancy on the list with another 
name. * When • asked why Galt 
wasn’t the nominee at that time 
a spokesman explained the 


«+ r e * t a * ways ^ as knitted main , purpose of the listings is 
its list of most wanted criminals ‘/to attract publicity for a guy 

to 10 names but Saturday it you’re - looking for — -and in this 
added an 11th Ray, a white case there’s been plenty of pub- 1 

loner known also by the name of licity.” ■! 

Eric Starvo Gait has six other But Hoover obviously decided | 

aliases ■ more public attention was in or- , 

In addition to a state first-de- !<ler . j 

w . arran \ issued in j US ual, the FBI is appealing 
Memphis, Ray as wanted on fed- to thp ^ n ufal ic for help in s potti ng ! 
eral dirges of conspiracy to Gts man and-as usualPpS : 


dpny Dr. King his 
and of flight to escape confine- 
ment. The latter traces to his 
April 1967 escape from Missouri 
prison at Jefferson City where 
he was starting his eighth year 
on a 20-year sentence for armed 
! robbery. 

; * In announcing the unprece- 
cented step of adding an 11th 
name to, the “10 most wanted” 


I uupIMjKaming against any ef-; 
1 fort by'a plain citizefrw^p^a- 
! bend the criminal unaided. 

The official 5 language puts it’ 
this way: \ 

: “Ray should be considered 
armed and extremely danger- 
ous. Anyone with information 
concerning this fugitive is re- 
quested to immediately contact] 


™ J.U ilivoi YVCT 1 HCU , i — 

list, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo- “ e “ ar ^ st offlc e the FBI, 
ver announced it was done “to I toe telephone number of which 


ver announced it was done “to ! ine teiepnone number ot which 
insure' the widest possible dis- l^y be found on. the first page 
semination of Ray’s photograph °^ oca ^ telephone directories.” 
and=d^ss^ption to help effect : ^ ^Purtedly a native of Illinois, 

his earliest possible lodawfir^ W^^^rlbed as about 5 feet, 

~ — 10 inches tall, weighing from 103 j 

,to 174 pounds. . He has blue eyes 
and brown hair usually worn * 
short. Forehead and right palm! 
bear small scars. His nose is 
narrow and straight, teeth even. I 
And he has a noticeably pro- 1 
truding left ear, the lobe of 
which he ^ reportedly^ tugs at j 
when nerv&us. . □ ! 
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Ai 
ranking Memphis police officer 
acknowledges there are “a 
whole lot of discrepencies” in 
official descriptions of the man 
SQught^a^ the snipe r slaver of 

'Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

' Asst. Chi ef Bill Pr ice referre d 
, to statements that James, Earl 
•Ray, 40, an escaped, Missouri 
convict,' and Eric Starvo. Galt, 
first sought for King’s April 4 
assassination in Memphis, are: 
the same person. ! 

“You don’t know what to look j 
lor,” Price said t Sunday as offi-j 
cers here, and eise where contin- 
ued ’ their investigation of the 
slaying. The nationwide man- 


The FBI issued a conspiracy 
warrant Wednesday for Galt, 
then' updated their case Friday 
by saying a fingerprint compar- ■ 
ison showed Galt was really r 
"Ray. , | 

; . The naming of - Ray • in "the 
case caused confusion, primari- 
ly because earlier official state- 
ments indicate' that- Galt anl 
Ray were in different places at 
the same time. • • 

When Galt was charged as a 
conspirator in King’s death by 
rifle bullet, the FBI said the 
man had taken' dancing lessons 
in New Orleans in 1964-65. The 
F BI_said -l ater the earlier de - 
scription sh ould have^aid^St 


r eportedly took danc ing lessos 
rather "thaii stating it flatly." 1 

During that time, Ray was in 
the Missouri State Prison at Jef- 
ferson City, serving a 20-year 
sentence for a 1059 supermarket; 
robbery: 

The age of thernan^aiso-was' 
in conflict, * 

Witnesses who saw a man in a 
Memphis rooming house from; 
where the fatal bullet was fired:; 
estimated his age as in the late- 
2 0s. .The FB I, in issuing its war- 
rant Mr Galt, said fre~nairffiten 

his birthdate July 20, 1021 r Tha f 
\v 01 iicr- 7 rmke him 36’ The FBI 
said Friday Ray is 40. 

> The personalities of the two! 
men are sometimes at odds. A ' 
prison pal described Ray as vir- < 
tually a nondrinker. The FBI • 
describes Galt as a fancier of i 
beer and- vodka. . t 

j There were, other differences: 

‘ Galt: neat appearance. Ray: 
careless appearance. 

Galt: Southern accent. Ray: 
-born in Alton, * 111. No Southern 
i accent. * 

: Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, f 
^he?=#a^e to Me mphis _ afte r j 
King was slain, at fifst rulfedTSut j 
a conspiracy, , but then the FBI J 
issued its warrant for Galt on a 
conspiracy charge. . 

Police here have their own 
investigation of the slaying un- ! 
der way, and officials say detec- ! 
tives are working hard on the 
case. 

One theory within ;the Mem- 
phis department is that .Eric 
Starvo Galt is a myth, painstak- 
ingly created by the conspira- 
tors as a smoke screen. 

“Someho dv has muddied the 
waters’” Price said. ~ ^ 
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MEMPHIS, Tenn.^JABL^ nguncerngnt said Galt 
FBI agents have been given a fiisbirth date as July 20, 1931— 
new' identification for the man which would make him. 36. Fri- 
they seek in the assassination of day the FBI said Ray was 40. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., but The FBI also said Galt was 
the -new identification seems to said to be an avid dancer and 
have muddled even more the took dancing lessons in New Or- 
mysfcery of who fired the single leans in 1964 and 1965, in Bir- 
shot that killed King here’ the mingham during September and 

night of April 4. October 1967 and in Long Beach, 

The FBI had issued a conspir- ! Calif., from December 1967 to 
acy warrant last Wednesday for | February 1968. 

Eric Starvo Galt. Two days lat-< B U t during the time Galt al- 
er the agency said a comparison legedly took dancing lessons in 
of fingerprints found in the King n 6w Orleans, Ray was serving 
iiwgsfigaypn revealed Ahat Galt part 'of a. 20-year term for 
^iiTreSfity was James EarTRay, arme d robbery in the Missouri. 

" ■ — — , 2 I state Penitentiary at * Jefferson 

a^G^sr-old escapee-ironi a city. * \ 

Missouri prison. , At the time Galt was attend-. 

A murder warrant issued here, ^ . bartend j ng school -in Cali- 

in Galt’s name subsequently £ orn j a . a duplicate Alabama t 
was amended to carry the name [driver’s license was mailed to 

° f Ray ' NEW PUZZLE . * r00ming 

The second identity was only S0T!XHRRN 
toe latest in a series of puzzles . southern drawl, 
which have surrounded the few The woman who runs. the. Hop- 


W nival -nave auuuunuw ^ ” - — " — — , 7 

known facts of the investigation, house here said the man to 
Witnesses who said they saw whom she rented a room ]USt 
the alleged' assassin the the flop- three hours^ before JGng was 
house from which the fatal bul- slain had a Southern drawl. T e 
let was fired said he appeared FBI said Galt liked country and 
to . bc^bCjT rsen 26 and 3 2 years of Western music and drank beer 

age. The FBI’s Wednesday an- i and vodka. . 

— * ; In Jefferson City, an inmate 

j of the Missouri prison, who said 
] he ‘‘ran around” with Ray, said 
. Ray— listed . as a native of Illi- 
noig^si^n^t have a^Soi^h e?n 
; accent. “Jim didn’t drink, ex- 


ce pt a little, prison h omebrew .”" 
saicTfhe convict, who asked not 
to be identified. “He never 
talked about himself very much 
and never expressed any liking 
for music, dancing and he was 
too tight to gamble.” 

Galt seemingly, was a free 
spender. Aside from the dancing 
lessons,, which cost him about 

$500 in California alone, he paid 
$2,000 cash for a white Mustang 
that is now impounded in Atlan- 
ta; and attended the bartending 
school. , 

- — I v&Y “TIGHT 7 ^^ 

, “He wa s tight as a tick,” the 

Missouri c onvict sa id of Ra y. : 
‘^oy, if you owed him "money,, 
even a few cents, he’d, bug you ' 
to death.” 

The penitentiary inmate said 
he did not think Ray was the 
kind of man who would kill for 
profit. And the warden, Harold 
Swenson, who remembers Ray, 
added, “It’s odd, but I won’t be- 
lieve he did it (killed King) until 
it is proven. 

“None of the inmates gave us 
; any feedback after the first pic-, 
itures of Ray were published. 

; They usually talk about an in- 
ornate after he’s done something.- 
! They really blab about it. But 
doing something, you 
idon’t hear a word.” ^ j 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


’PAGE 1 


THE CLARION LEDGER 


JACKSON, MISS. 


Date: A/22/A8 

Edition; HOME 


Author: 

Editor; 


T.M. HEDERMAN JR5 
ASSASSINATION OP 


± x ^ i. x w 1 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Character; 

° r 1( . t . 1^7-9586 SP1 

Classification; ^ ^ 

_ . nff . JACKSON 

Submitting Office; 


j | Being Investigated 


J S>7 777*2 S7 

I SEARCHED., . - ^-INDEXED 
■ seriauzed._^ZLTfiled 

APR 2 3 196 


FBI — 


if 5233 Dodd: 59162502 Page 80 












Bay was examined at Stets 
HospitaTNo. 1 at Fulton, Mo., 
from Sept. 8, 1966 to. Oct. 17, 
1966. Dr. Donald B. Peterson, 
hospital superintendent, said 
they had been asked only to de- 
termine whether Ray was men- 
tally capable of standing trial. 

‘He showed no more nervous- 
ness than the average person 
awaiting trial,” Dr. Peterson 
said. “He was rather reserved, 

I but we just didn't find anything 
i unus ual. 

1 ^ " ~NO KILLER • 

“There was nothing in his 
mental makeup or background 
to indicate anything but a reci- 
divistic (habitual) criminal 
whose crimes were all associat- 
ed with money. We didn't find 
anything to indicate he was a 
killer or had tendencies to kill.” 
j The official report from the 
(hospital said Ray had “no hallu- 
cinations or illusions, was or- 
iented as to time, place and per- 
’son.” His “mood effect” was 
| deseslfesda as “somewhat tense 
fmd anxious and at times show- 


psychotic proportions.” 

Ray's IQ was listed as 105, 
considered normal. 

In a separate psychological 
report, Dec. 20, 1966, for the 
Missouri State Board of Proba- 
tion and Parole, Ray was re- 
ported to have a number of 
complaints, 1 such as pain in the 
“solar plexus (pit of the .stom- 
ach), tachycardia .(rapid heart 
action), and intracranial (inside 
the skull) tension.” 

“READ UP” 

“When we commented that 
these were rather large words, 
he said he had been reading up 
in the medical literature,” the 
report said. It added that at cer- 
tain times, Ray thought he had 
•cancer or heart trouble. 

was never married, but 
lived for brief periods' with 
women, the report said. It add- ! 
ed: “This man's basic problem 
revolves around what appears 
to be an increasingly , severe 
obsessive, compulss^4rsn^ 

“He states that at the age of 
10 he awoke one night and 
thought he had lost his eyesight. 
He became quite fearful. These 
various fears confront him from ? 
time to time and in a typical, 
obsessive way. 'He feels he must 
do certain things in order to 
undo what he feels is going to 
occur and might result in harm 
to him.” • ‘ 

The report recommended that 
Ray not be granted parole. • . ; 

Ray tried unsuccessfully to 
escape from the penitentiary on 
Nov. 19, 1961, eight months after; 
he was admitted, and on April 
11, 1966. He succeeded between 
2 and 3 p.m. on April 23, 1967, 
apparently by hiding in a three- 
by-five foot wooden bread box. 
He was working in the peniten- 
tiar y bakery at the^mer 3 ^ 
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" WASHINGTON— AplfTHE FBI HAS. IDENTI- 
PIED ! ERIC STARVO - GALT, WANTED IN THE 
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OLD RAY IS A FUGITIVE FROM THE MISSOURI 


PENITENTIARY. 
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Tha-F-m^ pnvfirp.d many specif- 

ASIITlPlIlt ic details about Gafrs-iuc-over 
V 1 1 B wa IDJ the past several years in its re- 

lease. including the fact that he 

n l is an. avid dancer, has “rural 

\yiPoOlSiO -/speech,” apparently lacks edu- 
VW^IBB B%| . ' ca tion and has a “nervous habit 

l ;0 f pulling at an' ear lobe with his 

UHt 00 f ■ pgj» s statement was void of vi- j 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) ‘ tal statistics, including < Sait’s t 
The nation’s police agencies in- . birthpl ace or of f*ny Qfi4 
Jensified a nationwide search to-;’ his movement P 1 • 

day for Eric Starvo Galt, the ... Th ® statement .disclosed for 

elusive fugitive sought in'the as-- tl 5 ie Pf f Kiria : 

i sassination of Dr. Martin Lutherl Memphis theday b * 

! ping Jr. - - v was shot, although he did not 

They were aided by thousands ™ ve ^°, ^? e 
of. wanted posters, just gaining f rorT J wu ^ o CCQ c" 
wide distribution two days afterj fired until the day of the assas- 

the FBI publicly identified Galt,N * sinatioh. j 

36, as the man it had sought se- ! A night clerk at a motel here t 
cretly since a week after the! said that a man registered there j 
A pril .4_^s 1aving. . ;as “Eric S. Galt” the day before • 

The FBI refused ^lommeni; on] the slaying, but stayed in his j 
queries about whether it be* room all night and received no t 
lieves Galt is the man’s real yj gitnrs^ — ^ ' j 

name or was simply a cover There were these other devel- ' 
built painstakingly over a num- opments. ■ . 

^ ber of months by the beer-drink- The U.S. attorney’s office in , 
.ing lover of hillbilly music. Kansas City quoted an inform--, 

: Two aliases— John Willard ant of “apparent reliability J as , 

i and Harvey Lowmyer— were i saying King was among persons 

| listed on the federal'conspifacy 'marked for death. if 
, warrant issued against Galt in jvar Depugh, leader of the mili- 
: Birmingham, -Ala., -'/Wednesday tant rightwing Minutemen or- 
afternoon and the - first -degree 1 ganization, ever went to j3u* . 
murder warrant.' issued 'by the; ’ The statement- was included in 
state against him * here ! Wednes- ; ! a court motion to dismiss an ap- 
day night. ‘ ‘ ' j peal from Depugh on a convic- ( 

“John Willard” was the name i | tion for a National Firearms 
.used by the man w ho check ed t 1 violation. • • 

inio~~a~~iviain Str eet roord ingl 1 —A Birmingham man who 
ho use^threg hours b efore Kin g 1 sa u he had a brief, business ■ 
was shot as he stood orTthtlfal- dealing with Galt told reporters , 
cony of a motel here. There has that the hunted . man once told | 
been no reference to the second him he had a wife living in the 
alias. . Rocky Ridge section of the Ala- ‘ 

The federal agency denied a bama' City. There waS^w^rrw i 

report that it had taken into cus- ai^~conIi f m ati on . _i 

tody, the man it said Galt de-! 
scribed as his brother and that 
the brother was aiding in the. 
search. The federal warrant, is- 
sued Wednesday, claimed that 
Galt and the brother entered 
in fo/ a /o mspiracy March 29, to 
violate King’s civil ^ngfits^ 
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Cab Driver 1 
Quizzed By FBI 

ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) - An 
Atlanta taxi driver said Tues- 
day night he hauled a man 
matching an FBI sketch on a 
short trip in northeast Atlanta 
the night after Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King, Jr. was slain. 

The driver, who asked that, his 
name not be used, said an FBI i 
agent questioned him about an-, 
other fare 'he had on Friday 
night, April 5,_ before showing i 
him the. sketch . which he' 
immediately identified. . - 

He said" he recognized the 
sketch, which appeared to be a 
composite photograph, as a man 
he had picked up at a coffee 
shop in Atlanta’s "‘hippie” dis-l 
trict and carried two blocks. * j 

The driver said the man ap-l 
peared to be in a hurry. . ! 


1 “He iust, seemed t o be in a 
hurry, ”~the driver ^ldf=auulng . 
that he did not know where the j 
man^went after leaving the cab. I 

i.y 

The taxi driver’s report came 
as FBI agents continued an in- 
tensive search for the assassin 
of the famous civil rights lead- 
er. 

The taxi driver said FBI 
agents had continuously pored 
over V the taxi company’s “trip 
sheets” since agents impounded 
a white Mustang last Thursday 
in Atlanta. The car fit the de- 
scription -of a car which was 
seen leaving the 'scene* after 
'King was tolled April 4 by a 
sniper firing from a rooming 
house in Memphis, Tenn. 


mn-inrr?rm~ 


the taxi driver’s report. 


“He told me to make a right 
hand, turn, and he’d let me know 
when 1 to stop,” the driver said. 
"T went about. two blocks, and) 
he told me he wanted to get out. ! 

“When I stopped, he opened 
the door, and I turned around to j 
make sure I got my fare.. I got a 
good look at him. I put my hand ( 
out, but he threw the money on 1 
the seat and it fell on the floor,” ' 
the driver said. “That made me i 
mad^ That’s the mafe^sesssa I : 
remember him so well.” » 
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) — f 
A federal complaint Wednesday 
changed the mysterious Eric 
Starvo Galt, a white man who 
ha§-J*e“5^unted for a week, 
with cons piracy in fc-Ap r iP 4 


I smper^a-s sassination o fDr. Mar - 


tin Luther King Jr. 
j Five hours later state authori- 
ties in Memphis, Term., issued a 
warrant charging Galt with first 
degree murder. ■ 

I- The FBI complaint charges 
I that Galt and a man who Galt 
^claimed was his brother entered 
iinto a conspiracy about March 
29 in Birmingham. A warrant 
jfor Galt’s arrest was issued in 
'Birmingham. 

There wais no’ indication from 
-the FBI that ; other persons, 
; would' be charged with the con- 
spiracy. . The second ’man that 
Galt said was' his brother was 
not identified, nor charg ed^*; 

A^vvi ; afess in Memphis, Term., 


It was the first disclosure that 1 . 
autSlorixicS^had evidese^^f^a 
conspiracy in King’s slaying. An 1 
early statement by Clark re- 
ferred to “one man on the run,” 
though this wais dropped from a 
later statement. 

FBI director J. Edgar Hoover 
said in the Wednesday release 
that Galt bought a rifle in Rir- 
fr n i^ FSM id not intfeasi^^en I imingham about March 30. Only 
the photo was made, but a| ( a few weeks before, the state 


An" Atlanta taxicab driver said 
an : FBI picture he identified as 
a twolBincif" fare the night after 
the paying' was different from 
the one released Wednesday. 
— r 1M1 , . A ( “That is definitely not the man I 

SfeggtS S'^liaS p'*«* «* “» *"»• *«• 


source said it Was f taken wHhinj spent said, Galt had graduated 
fte past three months. 

In Birmingham, G-alfa. land- 
lord for six weeks last fall, Pe- 
ter Cherpes, told The Associated 
Press that the FBI photo might 
be a picture of Galt. “It’s very 
near, but I’m not sure,” said 
Cherpes. He remembered his 
boarder’s hair being much light? 

er ; : The FBI description said, 

‘ -Galt has brown hair.” 

The AP reported Monday that 
Cherpes . had identified FBI 
drawings as. the. Eric Galt who 
had lived at. the Birmingham 
rooming house from Aug. .26 to 
Oct. 7, 1967. 


from a school of bartending in 
Los Angeles. 

Galt had told acquaintances in 
Birmingham that he worked in 
! shipyards or on ships, and on a 
driver’s license application he 
put “merchant seaman, unem- 
ployed.” 

In. Hollywo od, director Toma? 
Reyes Lau of the International 
School of Bartending, said Galt 
graduated March 2 mid disap- 
peared after refusing a job. Lau 
said Galt was an excellent stu- 
dent. 

“He never said anything 
I about Negroes,” Lau said. 
There were ho Negroes in the 
class. King, a Negro, was in 
Memphis to aid striking gar? 
bage workers, most of them 
Negroes. 

The FBI said Galt also was 
(known as “Harvey Lowmyer • 




- e ® n leaving tJie scene after t e 1 j sla y iin g of the civil rigtote lead- 

er, announced in a statement re- 
leased by the FBI that. Galt was 


shooting. 

“Unless he was wearing a wig 
or had had a face lift or $ome- 
it’s not the man I saw,” 


: being sought as a fugitive on the 
said’ Charles Q. Stevens, a resi- ^rge of. conspiring ^injure. 


dent of the Main Street rooming 
house from which the sniper 
w§s believed to have shot King. 

^The hair jg too full and the 
face is too young,” said Stevens. 
H^=sa|d=h^ only got a side-view 
of the fleeing. man, however. 


An FBI statement said Galt ; 

h^^TOi^hijS date of birth . as 
July 20, 1031, has bfo^Tiair, 
wears his hair in a brush cut, 
reportedly has blue eyes, a 
straight narrow nose, is be- 
tween^ 5rfeet-8 and 5?feet-ll and 

160 and 175- 


oppress; threaten or intimidate 
King in the exericse of a federal weighs between 
right, “namely, the right to ™ ,,n ° 
travel from . state to 




The FBI declined to comment 
on Whether there might be an 
early arrest or if the filing °f 
the charge, and release of infor- 
r n-aiian indicated littl e headwa y 
jyjas bemg made jn 


The FBI said “the fugitive is 
said to have a nervous habit of 
occasionally pulling at an ear 
lobe with his left hand. His left 
ear protrudes farther from his 
head than his right ear.” , ! 

The FBI statement said that 
Gait, on or about March 30, 
•bought a rifle at Birmingham, 
’the bureau did not say specific 
icaMy=feMns was th e rifle th at 
[killed King. w * ~~ ; 
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Buf“the statement t£= sakL = _^a j 
307O#^^f equipped with a tele- 
scopic site was found near' a 
rooming house on §outh Main 
Street in Memphis* immediately 
after the fatal shooting of Dr. 
King occurred.” The rooming 
house overlooks the Lorraine 
Hotel and Motel where King 
was staying. 

FBI agents have determined 
that the rifle was purchased 


• *-£alL- kas claimed 


ay 

been employed as a'rSSFon 
Mississippi River vessels and as 
a merchant seaman. 

—He is said to* be an avid 
dancer and took dancing lessons 
in New Orleans’ in 1964 and 1965, 
in Birmingham during Septem? 
ber and October 1967 and in 
Long Beach, Calif., from De- 
cember 1967 to February 1968. 
=Galt left Los Angeles last 


from a Birmingham gun dealer4=P^?^ 5 and drove his Mustang 

to New Orleans where he 

claimed he contacted either an 
engineering, or a contracting 
firm. He left there Dec. 19 and 
arrived in Los Angeles Dec. 21. 

—While, in the Los Angeles 
area early this year, Galt took a 
course at a bartending^#?eeL 


March 30. The sight also was 
said to have been bought from 
the same dealer, whom" the FBI 
did not identify. 


The FBI said Galt owns a 1966 
white Mustang with Alabama 
license plates which W a p~"fuui^d 
abandoned in Atlanta, Ga., 
April 11. It was bought from a 
private citizen in Birmingham 
last Aug; 30. * 

‘ The car’s odometer showed it 
had been ’ driven more than 
19,000 miles between late Au- 
gust 1967 and early April 1968.-^ 
The FBI said “Galt’s travel in 
the Mustang included trips to 
Los Angeles, 'Calif., New Or-, 
leans, La., Birmingham, Ala., 
and Mexico as well as to Mem- 
phis, Tenn., and Atlanta, Ga. 
Galt was reported. to have been 
in Memphis on April 3 and 4, 
1968 and to have departed from 

there for Atlanta.” 

The FBI said also its investi- 
, gatinn^^ad disclos eri^thegff 
facts: 


and was graduated March 2. 

An FBI description of Galt 
said persons who have met him 
“describe him as a loner and 
state his language and diction 
have a rural quality and suggest 
that he probably does not have 
=a^Tiigh degree of education. He 
is said to drink alcoholic bever- 
ages and hajs a preference for 
vodka and beer. He is a fan of 
Western and country music.” 

.The bureau warned that “Galt 
should be considered armed and 
dangerous,” and any informa- 
tion concerning him should be 
furnished immediately to the 
FBI, 

-^Ehe.F BI gave no further idem 
tification of the man~G£*M!SS 
alleged to be his brother. 
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.As this is written, the man, who 
pulled the trigger on the rifle that 
brought down The Rev. Martin Luth- 
er King is still at large. 

The authorities seem to have a 
hot clue or two and they’re- looking 
all over the United States for the 
assassin, and there have been reports 
a riunrmeeting the description given 
.Memphis police has been seen in 
Mexico, Atlanta and Miami. 

Days have now -passed and the 
assassin has not been apprehended. 

This leads to the question as to 
whether a lone man under the cir- 
cumstances could hide this long by 
himself and. without assistance from 
some source. • 

It seems, on the surface, highly 
unlikely. 


automobile of a well-known make all. 
the way from Memphis to Atlanta 
without someone spotting the car en- 
route. Certainly he would have to 
stop for gas and food, it would seem. 

Likewise, it is rather outlandish 
to assume he could hide in a hotel or 
motel anywhere without someone see- 
ing him, or his-, car. • ' - ‘ 

There was also the report print- 
ed in Memphis that the -ity police 
radio had been interfere!, .‘h right 
after the shooting. A messa, >•<5. 
ported broadcast on the po. . 
quency that a. white car was 
chased north of town. The conclu. 
was that while police were rushing i_ 
the north section of town, the white 
car may have been speeding south, 
east or west.. 


Without confederates, it would '. “ The big c l uestion now is: Where 
seem that. he would have to go out for I s the assassin hiding? And, if he is 
food, for man cannot exist without in hiding - who is helping him? 


nourishment. It also seems rather The answer, when and if. a seer- 

likely he could nave driven a white tained, may be rather reveSlmg— - 
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In Memory Qf 

Dr. M. L. King 

Bv REP. ROBERT G. CLARK 
* 

• 4 "One writer has said, ‘one 
generation succeeds another, as j 
wave follow^ wave/ So it is that j 
though we mourn the passing of j 
one who has proven himself j 
faithful, loving and kind, there 
remains another generation to 
succeed him, to follow the j 
prints he has made upon the 
sands of time. But why should 
death be mourned when it is 
followed by. immortality? 

“When a man has made 3 
choice of the path which this j 
man chose, and when he walks 
that path with full determina- 
tion to follow the arrow ahead, 
it iss...no -wonder the hearts of s 
those behind are sad, when he ! 
comes to his journey’s end. 

“A kind word, V helping hand,, 
and a mind that led toward any 
. who needed help— this was the 
life he lived and he so died- . 

“Not slothful in business, but ( 
with enough time to give full 
recognition to his religious con- 
victions. He had served in 
many ways with civic , and re- 
ligious organizations, yet none 
kept him from his place as head 
of his home. ,, 

“His days were seemingly 
too short, but the hours of each 
day were put to use,' that when- 
ever the time would come when 
he would . be no more, there 
would be no mourn k>g. a * th e 3 

!■»'- ' • .... I 


“It is ou r hope that ihose-who 
are left behind -will catch the 
aroma of the not too fleeting 
winds as they carry his mes- 
- sage of ‘ “work for the night is 
coming — . * ' 

Not burn baby burn* but re- 
gister baby register; 

Not burn baby burn, but vote 
baby vote; • ■ - * 

Not burn baby burn, but edu- 
cate baby educate; . ' ■ 

Not burn baby burn, but pray 
baby pray. • 

“Without turning, back to bid 
u£ farewell^’ may we continue 
to watch the distant ship that 
is carrying him out to the sea 
of Eternity. 

“May each glance in that di- 
rection give us more determina- 
tion to live our lives fruitfully— 
to live them -Well. 

“Dr. King is not with us any" 
longer, but we will continue to 
reap the dividends of those ef- 
forts for many generations be- 
yond our .'memories. ,' They will 
be like a tree planted by the 
waters — T shalljiot.be moved, 

I rShoJIjlot be moved / ” _ 
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Ghfrfga c 

Galt With 

Slaying 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. ffl - 
The mysetrious Eric Starvo 
Galt has been charged with com 
spiracy and murder in the as- 
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. ■ 



ERIC STARVO GALT 
' • > (AP .Wirephoto) 

The FBI said -in- a fugitive 
warrant issued • Wednesday 
night in Birmingham, Ala., that 
Galt, 36, conspired with a man 
‘‘whom he alleged *to be . his 
brother” to violate King’s civil 
rights." ~ ; 

' charge o LJEirst-tfe -- 

gree murde r, was** f iled ag ainst 


te-fn- Me mphis' wh^^^i^r 

39, Nobel Prize . -winning civil, 
rights - leader, was .shot to death 
on a motel balcony April 4 by aj 
sniper who fled from a nearby; 
rooming house. ‘ , ’ i 

First -deg re e murder in, 
Tennessee carries the death; 

[penalty although ,the electric 
[chair has not- been used in the j 
state Mnee 1960. "* 

. The maximum penalty under 
[the federal charge of conspiracy 
lto J violate a person’s "civil rights 
is a $5,000 fine and 10-year pris- 
jon sentence. 

, -no. further mentionl 

In, the FBI. statement 


ialleged brother .arid; rto charge. 

— hiiTTT * ./I 


HOOVER ! 

FBI . Director J. Edgar Hoover I 
announced in .Washington that I 
I the conspiracy to “injure, bp- j 
‘Press, threaten or, intimidate”! 

! King began “on or about March 
! 30” in Birmingham. ‘ 

The FBI statement- said a- 
! .30 06 rifle equipped with a tele: 
scopic sight found near the 
I rooming house shortly, after 
! King was Main, was purchased 
March .30 in Birmingham. 

T he statem ent did not connect 
Galt directly'with the rifle. 

The*.- FBI released a photo-, 
graph' .of". Galt and solicited- pub^ 
j be ‘aid- ih‘ finding 'him/ Whether ( 
' this- appeal meant the trail had;! 
! become cold was - unclear; / but • 
!U:S. . A tty . Gen. - Ramsey AGl^rKi 
( told •••a reporter in Washington} 1 
; that he felt this was not thi-sitm 
Jation; . \./ s • •, • ■/•' • .. , vv. 

The FBI Mailed/ hunting Galt, 
•a , week ago, Agentff "e vei * 


jtacted ; persons; named , Galt iri^ 
several 'states in an attempt JOj 
find him; ; ; . ' • v ,V . /•' 1\ 
. The ’- picture— which , -had* : jtpj 
have ' the eyes ^opened” by ’ art 
aritst— brought uncertain-; \ re-, 
.sponge# from witnesses who; 
, wte^aggpunted with Galt or 
, sawtheJTeeing 8 
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“Unless he was wearing a wigir~ r-r — - — -^ t 


6r naa; naa - a face life . 

'thing, it’s not the man I saw/* 
1 said Charlse Q Stevens, who 
•lives at the Main Street rooming 
chouse from which the fatal shot 
‘.apparently .was fired, 

“The hair is too full and the 
face is too young,” he said. But 
Stevens said he only got a side 
view of the fleeing. figure. 
PHOTOGRAPH 
A Source in Birmingham said 
the photograph was takeri with- 
|in ' the past , three months, ah: 
j though the FBI did not specify 
when it was made. The%ph6to 

[has sharp contrast, makiiigliair 
and features- very dark. - 
The FBI, relying on witnesses} 
apparently, said the fugitive 
.had been described as a white 


, r v I fVUI-UnC^F BI , 

'(release, as were^vital statistics ‘ 1 
.such as Galt’s birthplace, for- j 
mal -schooling, : emplo^rtlent. j 
The statement: - «aid 1 : Galt 
claimed to haye/bfen a cook on I 
■Mississippi river boats,: a .mer- 
chant sea-main and r< is said to be 
an avid dancer.” • j 

j - Galt, the FBI said, is the te ! 
er of a 1966 white Mustang with I 
Alabama * license plated aban- ! 
doned in : Atlanta the day after ] 
King was shot to death. The ve- ; 
hide., was left in the parking loti 
of an apartment project near] 
the Georgia Capitol, ‘ ' 

Two white Mustangs were; 
parked near the rooming house 
shortly. before the shooting,' Wit 

Ivnrfrt 2 i L i t t* K 


■ r « A - r ;^ - vt -7 -.-"-j.nessfesMiave said,' and both dis-J 

? 7 r n ’ J ' 8 i 0 HV ;4® toJ appeared ipinut** later. Some 

. 175 pounds, with:. brown diam in. aj! witnesses told of a man in'* i' 
bi ugh — blue . eyes, straight; black * business suit, ne atfv; 
:a °pf* /■ t - ijdressed,. walking down the “tops 

hays met Galt, ;j to the street, dropping a l rifle 
,e KBL rennrte.fi itaron h*A Mmlj^nd getting into ^Mus^nf with 

cither -Ala bam# or Arkansas 

itags. . ;v: :-v- - Vi |. “ , ./*;• 

• The FBI said^Galtvs?car ..trav- 
ded more than 19,000 mile s be- 


tlie FBI; reported, described him 
|as a- loner with a “*unal” 
speech and- little schooling, fond 
of vodka, beer and hillbilly. mu- 
sic. ' • ' "■** • 


TheTm-s^eM^ls^saitl/ftween Aug. 30, 1967, .when ft 
, Xhe fijgitiye l^saidjto have aj bought it in Birmingham and its 


(nervous- 'habitrof ^ ^ocicasiohialM 
Ipuiling. at an ear Jobh with his 
I left hand. His left? ear preludes 
; further from his bead than his 
Tight ear.”; _ • g “/ . 

“Galt should be considered 
(armed and dangerous,” the FBI 
.•release warned.'- vV 
/Galt ha# used the names of, 
John Willard and Harvey Lowf! . 
■ meyer, the FBI said Th^ assas-; 
sip/ - registered aff the Memphis j ' 
-rooniing house under the fiamef 
of “ow“ni 1 ard • “ ^ 1 


abandonment lasl week in At- 
lanta. There were trips to Lo^- 
Angeles, New Orleans and Mei- ; 
ico, the FBI said. v • * 

“Galt was reported to .-havei 
been in Memphis. April 3 and 4, 1 
1968, and to have departed from , 
.t here , for, Atlanta, ; 
said. . 
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• Ala.-- (iAP-)'-rThe 'Birmingham 'News 

said .today .m aleopyrighited story' that a gun which the 
rM-said was nurchasfiii^pTi Rir,rnWrt.o,™ 


tauA wiJL • „ w WC me wea-utm. useu 111 

i ttie slayirig of Dr. flVtartin iMther King' Jr; . ... •. 

_^he_News .story 8aid.:als©vthat- fhpisearbih for: Eric 

'AJl 6 ^ Wih0 ' barged; with conspiracy in King’s 
deat ^ ; has. . spread outside the. United . States. 1 : i •• ' 

,Y X : ^ otl fg anomidentified source described o i^~da-A o I 
investigator, the'News "said .. y cfr ~ aq . 

iThe statement'.' also' said that a i 
, Mexico , pi- Cuba., . ;.30-06 rifle equipped with a tele- ! 

fJSZZSZPZ trace -'%: scopic Sight -was found- near, the 1 
« -the. News quotes motel- in-Memphis, Tenn., where 1 
-S,* .,: ••• : King .was slain: , ' • 

thit PoH 51 has Said P revi °usly Galt resided ; in a Birmingham! 

hT»Lfrr °n ° r about' March 30, rooming house from Aug.. 26 to' 
fougnran fle inBirm mghr am, , Oct: 7, 1967. The. FBI said he 1 

took dancing lessons here; fromi 
; September through . October J 
iSeveral dancing instructors said! 
•they do, not remember Galt. * f 
i; 'The FBI ,has issued .a com-i 
| plaint charging Galt with' con- 1 
jspiracy and a warrant has been! 

; issued for his arrest after Mem- j 
phis authorities’ filed a murder} 

, „ . ■ . ° ‘ ■ j 
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P J lluS"AK ; GELES (-AI^====^> 
[men say they told the FBI that 
! a man identified as Erie Starvo 
Galt -was a shy, quiet man who| 
.spent. $700 in three months onf 
dancing and bartending lessons. 

/The managers of; a dancing 
s eJmeLang a bar tend ffig^iTnuo l 
t oId_newsmen . Wednesday jthey! 
j^lormer pnpiLtZiH e 


• ? &-■ ... . — r zs , - -- -> •* w 

FBI as- Galt, who is wanted in 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther' 
j King Jr.,. April 4 in Memphis, 
jTenn. ’ '/ \- V ~ ^ . : 

! ; Rod Arvidson, . 46, general 
i manager' of National Dance Stu- 
dios v ;said he notified ’the FBI 
Saturday after recognizing Galt 
j from a composite /Irawing in. a 
* newspaper.. •• r f 
/ “He’s certainly , no.: mixer , ” 
Arvidson said. “He had trouble: 
coordinating one foot with an- 
other.” ./* \ * • 



ERIC GALT 
Running From The Law? 


1 , , - J» o 7, » ? _ » . 4 x ' w ^ % . 

, A photograph of Galt-circuiat- u » * V j *y ’* . 
;,ed by the. FBI- was-iobtained ,? ut a crooked-snyte- mdvMge- 
f Tuesday from the International' manner,” said an instructor, 

S ehosi^-of .; Bartending; . the lKathy Nolan ’ 2 H ", :C‘ : - 
•I school’s' director said. .The di- ! Another instructor, . Andreas 


rector, Tomas Reyes Lau, said : 
a man called: Eric . S; Galt . was 
graduated from / theHSol^ood 
school March 2 after an excel- 
lent record in a $225 four-week, 
course, which he ' attended Sat- 
urday mornings and Sunday aft- 
ernoons. \ v ‘ : 

Galt’s application 1 listed' his 
: address ; as Hollywood . and his 
1 birthdate as July 30, 1931 :; and 
j: stated he was single. The FBI in 
Washington, * D.C., : said the 
'wanted man was 36. 

y^As. ,a .studeirt of bartencling 
. and dancing, not only Lau. and 
( Arvidson but two dance instruc- 
tors agreed Galt was withdrawn 
lan dLaJnaer~ ; * ; . 

r “He just d idn’t show^Sriything ; 


Jorgensen, : 46, also talked- with 
newsmen. , . 1 

Arvidson said -a-, man : who 
signed:' enrollment records as 
Eric S. ; Galt., took' “50 or 60” les- 
sons, in, social clancing over a 2 % 
month 'period 'ending in mid- 
February which .cost him about 
$56.0-. ' ' 




■ .Galt>toId Arvidson he had op- 
erated -a restaurant-bar in' Mexi- 
co, the manager said. But Ar- 
vidson, who is-, taking , Spanish 
lessons', said ■' Galt failed to re- 
spond when he put questions in 
Spanish to him. 

Lau, a Mexican-Am'erican, 
said he felt Galt was intelligent. 
But Arvidson, agreeing with an 
FBI description, -said Galt’s 
grammar “was less than ideal, 
mixing tenses, double negatives 
and so on” with a slight South- 
ern accent. 

At the bartending ■ school, a 
tbrce-reeai building in an older 
business district, Lau said Galt, 
perhaps the best of seven stu- 
dents in his class, turned down 
a job offer after graduating: be- 
cause he wanted to visit his 
brother, presumably in the 
East. ' : : - 

But Lau said Galt promised to 
return and take a job. .* 

In his application to the 
school,. Galt listed three refer- 
ecnes., A person answering to 
one 1 of the names on the applica- 
tion form answered - a .news- 
man’s telephone call' but -refused 
toji.ay .if he knew Galt. The oth- 
erstomtriibt be reached. 

*. ! — — ■ ' — — — ■" m> . mu I . 


WASHINGTON \ '.(iAiP) r | 
'Although ' he’s the ( ,-most ( 
hunted;. -man ‘ in the , United 
States. . the name of . Eric 
Starve Galt does hot appear. 
on‘ the FBI’s list ' of - 4 'Ten 
Most Wanted -Fugitives . ? , 

. ' An; FBI official:, said, . t3ie 
principal • reason fugitives : 
; are -placed on this* list : is to v 
*! attract ? publicity for a- guy : 
you’re looking-for and* in 7 
-this case there’s been plenty i 
of. publicity.” ' ‘ • i 

• Furthermore, the list cur-* 
rently is filled. The latest to. 
be added— as of tqday^-is. 
David Stuart Neff, * ‘ 31 , 
wanted in connection' with', 
two 

ixrKmzrrixZS* 


Massachusetts^ waiiilfi * 


J* ; 
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SAYS NOT THE MAN 


’diaries . Q. Stevens - (r.), whose de-. 
scrip of ; Dr. Martin Luther King’s al- 
leged Assassin played an important 
part in the composite drawing- by Bill 
| Herrington (1:), staff artist of the 
i Memphis ' Commercial ^ Apeal, saij. _ 

• \#dflesduy -night the: picture released it 


toy the FBI of Eric Starvo Galt was. 
‘‘not the man I saw.” Stevens lives in. 
the rooming house from which thei 
fata! bullet was. fired. Galt was charg- 
ed Wednesday toy the FBI with con- 
spiracy in the case.Daily . N-ejyihAP 
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King was killed a 
MlSPtn^ night of April s as he j 
leaned over 1 the second-floor, 
railing of, a Memphis motel. Po-I 
i lice have said the shot was fired: 

I from the common bathroom' of a \ 
low-cost hotel across the street. ! 

The FBI said Galt had used f 
the names of Harvey Lowmyer; 
and John Willard. A man regis- ; 


MEMPHIS’ (AP) ~ The 
FBI pressed one K of "the . most 
massive manhunts in Its history 
Thursday : for -shadowy Erie 
Starvo.Galt, charged-in the sni- 
per slaying of Dr.' Martin tu- 
ther King Jr. 

But little more was known 
publicly about the alleged assas- 
sin of the civil - rights leader 
than when his name first arose 
a, week, ago. It*, was learned, 
however, that a man registered 
as- Eric S. Galt in a Memphis 
motel a day before King was 
kill eu;^' » ,* - - •<' 


tered 


‘John. Willard’* 


Police agencies continued 
their “no comment” handling! of 
queries— including! : ; . questions 
about a newspaper 'report " that 
the search had spread outside 
the, country, to Mexico or Cuba. I 
And they were silent on any de- 
tails at - all about ' a man with 
whom Galt may have conspired 
in the slaying. - . ' .. 

A murder warrant was issued 
here, .Wednesday nighi^fui Ih.© 
36-year-old Galt,' five hours aft-" 
er the FBI charged him with 
conspiracy to violate the civil 
rights of King. The' FBI warrant 
charged him with conspiring, 
wi th^a man “whom he alleged 
to be his brother.” (g ~- = *■—*> • 


checked into the hotel just three ! 
hours before King was. killed. . j 
Ivan B. Webb, night desk; 
clerk at the Rebel Motel here, ; 
said a mari registered there uri- s 
der the name of Eric S. .Galt on ; 
April 3. Webb said a white mus- ; 
tang bearing Alabama license; 

Mexican ; tourist! 
stickers was parked near the | 
room occupied by' Galt. A simi-, 
lar car has been 1 impounded in 
Atlanta, Ga., and the FBI said 
that car belonged' to Galt. A 
white mustang is believed to 
have been the getaway car after 
the slaying. . J 

The FBI declined comment on ; 
the possibility that a; man whfcj 
; had checked into another motel; 
April 3 might have been Galt’s: 
i brother. - - . . 4 j 

In Washington''' Atty. Gen. J 
(Ramsey Clark' described Galffj 
.Wednesday night' as "white, .aj 
neat dresser, of apparently lim- i 
itt^ education and a gnanJgitK a ' 
taste for vodka and beer. , ; 
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By JOE ZELLNER 
Associated Press Writer 
ATLANTA, Ga/ (AP) - An 
Atlanta taxi driver says an FBI 
sketch matches a rude patron 
who rode with him two blocks in 
northeast Atlanta's “hippe” sec- 
tion a night after Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. was slain. 

He said the man he identified 
to, an F BI agent in a sketch 
Tuesday*'* was in a Ifnrry^arftl 


; rushed from his taxi, flinging 
the fare onto the seat. 

' The driver, who asked that his 
name not be * used, said FBI 
agents have been checking taxi 
trip sheets since a white Mus- 
tang, matching the description 
of a car seen leaving the assas- . 
sination scene in Memphis, was 
found abandoned in Manta last . 
.week. ;* ' '/ ••**' i 

The. FBI continued its “no ! 
comment” policy. Atlanta police j 
said they had received no infor- 
mation on the report. j 

In Birmingham Monday, the 
• landlord s of a boarding house 
said he was sure the description 
of Eric Starve Galt fit that of a 
man sought by the FBI. “That’s 
I him, I’m sure,”' said Peter 
■ Cheroes._72. referring to the 

•■ a., — ; *• * > 3 i in 

! drawings. 


The " Atlanta taxi’ driver" sSid 
the name Galt was not men- 
tioned to him? by the FBI agent. 

He said the agent . questioned 
him first about a fare he had 
carried from a nightclub near 
Peachtree and 10th Streets, but 
the driver said he knew the pa- 
tron “and . he was not the same 
man.” ’• 

However, the agent then dis- 
closed the sketch which ap- 
peared to be a type of composite 
photograph, and the driver re- 
cognized jiim as a fare he had 
fnckerhup between 10 p.m. and 
midnight Friday, April 5, about 
four blocks away at Peachtree 
.and 14th Streets, in* front of a 
“hippie” coffee house. He said 
'the man appeared to be in a 
hurry. 

“He told me to make a right- 
| hand turn, and he’d let me know 
j when to stop,” the drive r said. 

• “I went about two ®^f^id 
he told me he wanted to get out. 

| “When I stopped, he opened 
the door, and I turned around to 
make sure I got my fare. I got a 
good look at him. I put my hand 
out, but he threw the money on 
floor,” the driver said. “That 
made me mad. That’s the main 
' reason^ I remember -5 him" so 
well.” ~ 

He said the man left the taxi) 
and starfe da wal<® oy “in J FAvo 


asd=0s£t3d away, “Ijd^n^jk^^W' 
where he went,” the cTrivefsald. 
“I drove off.” . 

The driver described the man ; 
as about 5 feet 11 and 28 to 30 ! 
years old with dark brown hair. 1 

“He was very neatly; 
dressed,” he said, adding that t 
the man wore a Siport coat with j 
a light-colored shirt without a 
tie. “He looked as if he had had 
acne. It looked like little scars 
on his face from pimples.” 

The driver said he had seen j 
several sketches. “News report- 1 
ep==h^u’t. show s— ^n£ ==any j 
sketches of anyone I’ve seen,” j 

he_ said.. “T he FBI 

Howver, he then looked at a 
sketch drawn by an artist ir> 
Mexican 4 police headquarters 
after authorities in that country 
were drawn into the probe and 
said it contained some features 


around the e ves . ” 
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) - 
Federal agents have scoured 
this city showing sketches of a 
man’s face and asking about the 
name Eric Starvo Galt, the 
mysterious object l. of a hunt 
linked to the probe of Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr.’s assassina- 
tion. . 

What the agents have learned 
q tl what the y want with Galt is a 
tightly kept FBI, secret. “No 
comment,” is all the. FBI will 
say. Not even the local police 
have been asked to help in Bir- 
mingham. 

Some key sources have been 
told by the FBI not to discuss 
their knowledge of Galt with any 
one. The FBI has collected the 
records of a rooming house, 
seized a car with an Alabama 
tag sold to Galt, and issued for 
four hours an alert for Galt in 
Florida. 

Who is Eric Starvo Galt? 

The name came up last 
Thursday on . the Florida police 
teletype system from the FBI 
asking authorities to .locate 
Galt. The message said Galt 
.was. driving a 1966 white Mus- 
tang hardtop with Alabama tag 
d-38993. 

¥. At almost the same time the 
Florid a alert went out, FBI 
a gents in ^A tlanta were taking 
inmcusMy a white Mustang 


with Alabama tag 1-38993, sold 
to Galt. ' N 

, The getaway car after King’s 
April 4 slaying in Memphis was 
described by witnesses as a 
white Mustang with red and 
white license tags, like Alabam- 
a’s. 

Eric Starvo Galt’s name ap- 
peared in official* state records 
when *he bought a white Mus- 
tang last Aug. 30 from a car 
salesman, William D. Paisley of 
Birmingham. Paisley would not 
talke about it. 

Sources said the man called 
Galt paid $2,000 cash for 
car. 

When he applied for a driver’s 
license, Galt put down “mer- 
chant seaman, unemployed.” 
The application gave his birth- 
date as July 20, 1931, and his de- 
scription as 5-11, 175 pounds, 
blue eyes and brown hair— the! 
same general description as a 
man seen fleeing a Memphis 
rooming house after the slaying. 

Piecing bits of information to- 
gether— and assessing the huge 
gaps, the phantom-like quality 
of the; man— results in a sketchy 
picture of a neatly dressed man 
whose; apparent absence of any 
kind of official records .seems 
strange. 

There has been spectsktrufm? 
the Birmingham News that 1 a 
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f alse traiLw as laid by the killer 
or killers. • 

• But what of Eric Starve Galt? 

“My memory of him is so 
dim/ 5 said Charles Jack Davis, 
26, a tile company employe who 
has a small second floor room 
in the hoarding' house where 
Galt lived at some time in the 
past year. 

“I y don’t guess there’s any 
such thing as a typical person,” 
Davis went on. The best he 
could recall was that Galt’s gen- 
eral description was brown hair 
and blue eyes, about 5-11. 

OtiiGl* =%o^ders were unable to 
remember much if anything at 
, all about .the man who had occu- 
pied room 14 . on the ground 
floor,* but was gone apparently 
for weeks or months at a time. 

0 w n e r. -m a n a g e r . Peter 
Cherpes has .turned his records 
over to the FBI and refuses pol- 
itely to talk about Galt. He 
would . not . even say how much 
rent Galt paid, whether it was 
paid lately or if Galt still had 
the room. 

Cherpes ^probably knew Galt 
better than any other, person 
who has been found in Birming- 
ham. Cherpes accompanied 
Galt for his driver’s license ex- 
amination last Sept. 6, records 
| last March 1, a du- 

plicate driver’s * license was 


mailed ^on request to 

'Vo Gai? at the boarding house, 

2608 Highland Ave. * . * 

I Otherwise/ Galt seemed to be 
I almost a phantom, 
j* At dry cleaners, service sta- ■ 
'tions, apartment houses and 
t other, places ..in the southside 
area of the boarding house, no ■ 
one contacted by The Associat- 
ed Press knew anything about. 
Galt. 

“The • FBI has already 
checked our records,” said a : 
woman cashier at a cleaners on ! 
26th Street. “I’ve been here two I 
years and we have had no Galt 
as a customer.” 

The man called Galt said he f 
was a seaman, out of work, buti 
the Maritime Union -has noj 
record of his name. He estab- 
lished no credit in Birmingham, 
so far as is knovmpaSa ^nain- 
tained only a safe deposit box at 
a local bank— no checking or 
savings account; ■ 

Neither was there a trace of 
the man called Galt in state 
birth records, Veterans’ Admin- 
istration files or police records. 
No one by that name has’ filed 
out an income tax return for the 
state back to 1963. 

Most of the Birmingham hos- 
pital files' were checked and 
show no Eric Starvo Galt. 

There is one Galt listed in the 
pity • telephone directory: The 
•Rev. Ralph M. Galt, a. white 
minister of the United Church of 
Christ and instructor at- Miles 
College, a predominantly Negro 
private school in Birmingham. 

“Who, and where, is-. Eric 
Starvo Galt?” r -- , 
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'MEMPHIS, Tern. 'CAP). - 
Residents of a Memphis room- 
ing house from which Dr. Mar- 
tin -Luther King, Jr. was shot 
eight days ago. said Friday fed- 
eral agents had shown them 
composite drawings of the .white 
man sought in the assassination. 
>They were mostly noncommit- 
tal, although, one said he recog- 
nized a profile drawing. 

As the FBI pressed its investi- 
gation— turning aside all queries 
Atlanta, Birming- 
ham, Miami -and Washington— 
there were these dev elopments : 

, —In Atlanta, a MedSmstf iruh- 
ister said he hesitated before 
-telling police 1 about an aban- 
doned white Mustang which fed- 
eral agents impounded from a 
parking lot near the Georgia 
State Capitol. Witnesses in 
Memphis told investigators ear- 
lier they saw a man drive away 
from the rooming house in a 
white Mustang. ■ 

- —In Miami, . the FBI issued, 
then withdrew, a request that 
Florida police help locate Eric 
Sfcarvo Galt, whose last known 
i adress was Birmingham, Ala. 

I The teletypewriter . message,, 
w ithdrawn^ with the eirprdffiutn 
I 'that it was erroneous, said Galt 


was driving a white Mustang. _ 

^Kecords in Alabanra^^snSw' 

, that Galt bought a 1966 Mustang , 

' in August 1967. Other documents i; 
show that Galt listed his occupa-j 
tion as “merchant seaman, un- 
employed, when he applied for 
a driver’s license in Birming- 
ham in September 1967. 

Charles Q.. Stevens, who lives jj 
with his wife ' in a two-room; 
apartment next door to the com- 
munal bathroom from which the 
fatal -shot was believed fired, 
said , FBI agents had • shown 
them two composite drawings— !j 
one a partial profile and the eth- 
er a full face view. 

Stevens, who reported seeing 
the gunman -fleeing said he re- 
cognized the side view drawing j 
but not the. full face view. He I 
s 2 tu=^e^s had questioned him 
[many times— “more times than 
the curly hairs I have on my | 
head.” ^ . . | 

Mrs. Bessie Brewer, manager ! 
of the rooming house, also said j 
she had been shown composite! 
drawings. But- she said she 
couldn’t recall whether . FBI 
agents or newsmen juuLjh^n 
her the drawings. • 

From behind a locked screen 
door to her combination office- 
living quarters, she refused to 
answer further- questions. 

King was killed by a single ri- 
fle shot as he stood outside his 
room in a motel about 200 feet 
•from the rooming house bath- 
room window. A rifle was recov- 
ered from the sidewalk next 
door to the rooming house. 

In Atlanta; The Rev. Ike Pow- 
! ell told The ’ Associated Press 
Friday he notified police about 
the abandoned : white Mustang 
Thursday after receiving a call 
'from a member of his Inner 
City Methodist Church. 

“They sent two * detectives 
over there and two more came 
while we were there,” the Rev. 
Mr. Powell said. “They went 
ov er it. ch ecked around, and 
jhgBlSbtar too excised. ‘~ ;i 


t&d-^e^said FBI ra&entsT ar~, 
rived later and were ‘ all over 
the place.*- The car bore 1968, 
Alabama license tags and two' 
stickers which said “Turista,”* 
he said. Earlier reports indicat- 1 
ed the investigation had spread 
to Mexico. 

The Rev. Mr. Powell said the 
car was towed away betwen 
5:15 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. At 5:22 
p.m., the Teletype message was 
sent in Florida. It was with- 
drawn about, four hours later. 

| to a source in the 


Dade County Public Safety De- 
partment in Miami, the FBI I 
bulletin began: “Reference Jo- ; 
cate and notify no warrant Eric , 
Starvo Galt.’ It then described, 
Galt and the Mustang and com 
eluded:- “If* located notify Agent 
"Charles Bell FBI Miami.” 

The- Miami source said this 
meant the FBI “want him spot- 
ted,; not picked up.” ^ 

State, records In Montgomery, 
capital of Alabama, showed 
Galt rquested a duplicate driv- 
er’s license . and that it was 
mailed to him last month at 2698 
Highland Ave., Birmingham. 

This address is a large, two- 
story white rooming house. Pe- 
ter Cherp es. who hafs mana ged 
th q ^q o mi ng house fo r^th s at* 
eight months, declined to dis-1 
cuss the matter. “I won’t com- 
ment on whether he was here— 
if he was here,” Cherpes said. 
He added that he had turned 
over his books to the FBI. 

Other Birmingham rooming 
house* residents reported being; 
questioned by the FBI, but said 
they had not seen Galt for about 
three months. 

William D. Paisley of Bir-j 
mingham, identified by records 
as the man who sold Galt a* 
tstangjn August 196 7. also de- 
cbnedTioiliscuss the ca se. " y 
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; Memphis; Tenn. 

Eric Starvo Galt was charged 
jwith first degree murder late 
Wednesday in- the assassination 
of Dr Martin Luther King Jr. 
here' April .4. . . 

.The state warrant was. issued 
5 five hours after the FBI in 
Washingtonannmmcedthat Galt 
had been charged in a federal 
warrant with conspiracy ini 
.King’s death. 

; In the first official mention of 
,a conspiracy in connection with 
jthe April 4 assassination of Dr. 
'jKisgifesMemphis, the FBI said 
the alleged plot- involved also a 
man Galt,, described as ' his 
brother. . • ; . » 

'And the FBI issued a photo- 
graph which it' identified as. 
i being one * of Galt, also known 
[OS' Harvey* Lowmyer and John 
jWilliard.” ’ 

I The FBI-said a warrant was 
'issued in Birmingham, Ala;,to- 
,day on-the basis of an FBI com- 
plaint which charged that Galt 
“and an individual whom he al- 
leged to. be ; his brother, entered^ 
•: into, a conspiracy” which, began 
! around March . 29- 'at Birming- 
ham and: ended about Aprils ; to : 
“injure, 'oppress, threaten, ’or 
intimidate* Martin * Luther King 

Jl\”, _ v'; • ' ■ 

Galt ’ was charged with . coii- 
’ spiring to violate King’s civil 

‘ ‘ i.:- ^ ' 



ERIC STARVO GALT 


| An FBI statement ., said Galt 
has given his date lot /birth as 
July. 20, 1931, has* brown hair, 
wears his ’hail- in* a brush cut, 1 
reportedly ’ has ; blue : ;eyes, a 
straight narrow;* hose, .is .be- 
tween 5 T feet T 8 and -5;feet-ll arid 
weighs * betweenr 160 ;, and? 175 
pounds. - f '• ; V. - • ' : 

; .The, FBI -said “the- fugitive ,is 
said to have ; a: nervn iis^haML^ f 
occasionally pulling -at . an ear 


lobe with his left hand. His left 
eaf-pruii'Gdes farther from his 
head than his right ear.” 

The FBI statement said that 
Galt, on or about March’ 30, 
bought a rifle at Birmingham. 
The bureau did not say specifi- 
cally ’that this was the rifle that 
killed King. 

RIFLE FOUND 

But the statement said, “a 
30.06 rifle equipped with a tele- 
scopic site was found near a 
rooming house on South Main 
Street in Memphis immediately 
after the fatal shooting of ; Dr. 
King occurred.” -The rooming 
house overlooks the Lorraine 
Hotel - and * Motel; where King 
was staying.-; , - , 

FBI agents have determined 
that the rifle was' purchased 
from a Birmingham, gun dealer 
March 30.. The sight also was 
s aid to - hav e been bought , from 
t^same 'dealer, whom the FBI 
did mot identify. 

.The FBI said Galt' owns a I960 
white Mustang with Alabama 
license plates which was found 
abandoned .in ..Atlanta, , Ga., 
April .11, It was bought from' a 
private citizen in Birmingham 
last Aug. 30. • 

The car’s odometer showed it 
had been , driven more than 
19,000 , miles between late Au- 
gust 1967 and early April 1968. 

‘ The FBI said “Galt’s travel in 
the Mustang included trips to 
Los Angeles, Calif., New Or- 
leans, La.*, Birmingham, Ala., 
and Mexico as well as to Mem- 
phis, Terin., and Atlanta, Ga. 
Galt was reported to have been* 
in Memphis on "April 3 and 4, 
1988 and to have departed' from 
there for Atlanta.” 

OTHER FACTS 
The FBI said also its irivestl- 
gattoir^iad disclo sed^ the se 
facts: . ; .. ... * . ' * 


— jGalt (has clain^d-JgL^vej 
been employed as “a cook' o n 1 
Mississippi river vessels and as 
a merchant seaman. 

—He is said to be an avid 
dancer and took dancing lessons 
in New Orleans in 1964 and 1965, 
in Birmingham during Septem- 
ber and October 1967 and in 
Long Beach, Calif., from De- 
cember 1967 to February 1968. 

—Galt left Los Angeles last 
Dec. 15 and drove his Mustang 
to New Orleans where he 
claimed he contacted either an 
engineering or a contracting 
firm. He left there Dec. 19 and 
arrived in Los Angeles. Dec. 21. 

—While in the Los Angeles 
area, early this year, Galt took a 
course at a bartending school 
and was graduated March 2. 

An FBI description of Galt 
said persons who have met him 
“describe him as a loner and 
state his language and diction 
have a rural quality and suggest 
that he^ probably dogs-nujUjaye 
a high degree of education. He 
is -said to drink alcoholic bever- 
ages and has a preference for 
vodka and beer. He is a fan of 
Western and country music.” 
j The’ bureau warned that “Galt 
should be * considered armed and 
dangerous,*! and any informa- 
tion concerning him should be 
furnished immediately to the 
FBI. 

The FBI gave, no further iden- 
tification of the man Galt has 
alleged to be his brother, would 
not say where it obtained the 
photograph, and would not dis- 
close in what con nection! g ait 
used the lowmyer al ias.„~ — 
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! - ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) - An 
'Atlanta taxi driver said Tues- 
day night he hauled, a man 
matching an FBI sketch on a 
short trip in northeast Atlanta' 
the night after Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. was slain. 

. The driver, who asked that his 
name not be used, said an FBI 
agent questioned him about an- 
other fare he had on Friday 
n i ghty— Apr u'' 5, before showing 
him the sketch- which he 
immediately identified. 

He said lie recognized , the 
sketch, which appeared to be a 
composite photograph, as a man 
he had picked up at a coffee 
shop in Atlanta’s “hippie” dis- 
trict and carried two blocks. 

IN HURRY 

i The driver said the man ap- 
peared to be in a hurry. 

“He told me to make a right 
hand turn, and he’d let me know 
when to stop,” the driver said. 
“I went about two blocks, and 
he told me he wanted to get out. 

“When I stopped, he opened 
the door, and I turned around to 
make sure I got my fare. I gota 
gq^HcKik at him. I put my hand 
^out, butThe 3 threw the money *dfr{ 


the seat and it fell on the floor,” 
the driver said. “That made me 
mad. That’s the main .reason I 
remember him so well.” 

“He just seemed to be in a[ 
hurry,” the driver said, adding! 
that. he did not know where the : 
man went after leaving the cab. ( 
. The taxi driver’s report carnet 
as FBI agents continued an - in- 
tensive search for the assassin j 
of the famous civil rights lead-' 
er. 

CHECKED RECORDS . 

The taxi driver 
agents had continuously pored 
over the taxi company’s ! “trip 
sheets” since agents impounded 
a white Mustang last Thursday 
in Atlanta. The car fit the de- 
scription of a car which was 
seen leaving the scene after 
King was killed April 4 by a sni- 
per firing from a rooming house 
.in Memphis, Tenn. 

The FBI declined, comment on 
the taxi driver’s report. 

The driver said the name of 
Eric Starvo Galt, object of a 
wide hunt since the Mustang 
was traced to a Birmingham 
board house, where he once 
lived, was not mentioned by the 

"agent who questione d-hinv * 
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iv . FROM AP REPORTS 
i ' Two persons- who have • been 
Questioned . by the FBI : said 
■Wednesday -night that, the pic- 
ture of Erie Starvo Galt releas- 
ed by the agency does not re- 
semble the’ man they saw. 

-l .In Memphis, . a ; . witness said 
. the photo does not resemble the 
man he saw leaving The scene 
shortly after, the slaying . y. • 

• And in Atlanta,, a taxi driver 
•said., am FBI picture he identifi- 
ed as a man he hauled two 

,;blocks the. night after King was 
j ass ass iii a Leu was difterent from 
the .picture released by the FBI 
.-Wednesday. 

\ “Unless he was wearing a wig 
or had ‘.a . face lift or .some- 
thing, it’s not the man I. saw, . 

■ said Charles Q. Stevens, who 
lives in the ’ second floor room- 
ing house from' which the latai 
ibiSlet ; is . thought to have .been 

* fi r ed. • - . • - * - , - 

.“The hair : is too full and the 

face is too young,” Stevens said 
after viewing the picture. * ■ 

Stevens, who said he. got only 
a side view of the- killer, naa 
contributed to the description 
used in composite drawings oi 
the alleged assassin. 

. » Bessie Brewer, operator ot 
l the rooming house, said she was 
.unahIe-loJ#)ll if the picture was 
,of the man who registered - un- 


der ’ the name of ■ John. Willard 
the afternoon, of April. .4, three 
hours before. King was killed, 
and left immediately after the 
shooting. v- v-v; •• : - i - 

VI- don't know,’. /she ; said. “I 
couldn’t Tell- you. -to save my 
soul,”- - ' 


The FBI did riot indicate when 
the picture of - Galt' it ' released 
was taken, or under what cir- 
cuif&tances The photograph was 
obtained. - ' '' T -y / 

“The one The FBf showed me 
was much younger/ The- face 
was much .thinner. .The .cheeks 
weren’t as; fleshy,” said the 
driver, who hasTaskedythat he 
not.be 'identified. , y.y ' 

• Looking- at -’.ah. \Associat 
f res s wirepho to ,'co.py ’ of. the pic- 
ture released;’ byRThe' -FBI in 
Washing tori, ’ he said, “That is 
definitely not the imam 1 ..picked 
up and not the. one. -they; showed 
me. Tne only. Time -I’ve ever 
seen that was .on television to- 
night.” • • ■ • 

Describing. The FBI,, print 
i *shown to him h e. s a id . * * It h ad a 
1 necktie, not "a bow tie.; The tie 
1 was on crooked . ... It had been 
pulled' over to the side: The hair 
was the sae color but it was 
. flatter' on top. .This: mam looks 
] older. The other was about 28 to 
rjo; no. older than 35.” — — * 
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"THE CLARION LEDGER 


JACKSON, MISS. 


BIRMINGHAM; Ala.* (AP) — 
Federal agents have scoured 
this city showing sketches of a 
man’s face also asking about the 
name Eric Starve Galt, the 
mysterious' object of a- hunt 
linked to the probe of Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. ^'.assassina- 
tion. 

Vrba^h^ agents have learned 
or what they want with Galt is a 
tightly kept FBI secret. 4 ‘No 
comment,” is all the FBI will 
say. Not even the local police 
have been asked to help in Bir- 
mingham. 

Some key sources have been j 
told by the FBI not to discuss' 
I their knowledge of Galt with 
anyone. The FBI has collected 
the records of a rooming house 
seized a car with an Alabama 
tag sold to Galt, and issued for 
four hours an alert for Galt in 


me name came up last 
Thursday on the Florida police 
teletype system from the FBI 
asking authorities to locate 
Galt. The message said Galt 
was driving a 1966 white Mus- 
tang hardtop with Alabama tag 
1-36993. t 

SEIZED GAR 

At almost the same time the 
Florida alert went out, FBI 
agents in Atlanta were taking 
into custody a white . Mustang j 
with Alabama tag 1-38993, soldi 
to Galt. f 

The. getaway car after King’s; 
! April 4 • slaying in • (Memphis .was 
jd e g grikgdg by witnes ses .as a 
syhite _ Mus tang • with red andl 
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - 
,The FBI is withholding nation- 
wide distribution of a composite 
| drawing of Dr. Martin Luther 
'King Jr.’s assassin, police 
sources said Sunday. 

, “They haven’t given us any- 
thing but a physical descrip- 
tion, said one police official. 
“They aren’t handing out pic- 
tures of the man. They either 
'don’t have a good one, or 
they’re going it alone.” 

1 The official asked that his 
;nam e not., be used, citing the 
FBrsbanon comment about 
the investigation. 

When Jacksonville, Fla., po- 
lice questioned a Louisville, 
Ky., man Saturday night about 
the King slaying *— the man 
since has been cleared of any 
connection — Police Lt. M.P. 
Richardson said, “It’s a long 
shot, but he looks too much like 
the sketch of the man who is 
wanted in the King slaying.” 

NOTED LIKENESS 
Jacksonville police said Sun- 
day the man was arrested after 
t a resident noted a likeness to a 
' composite picture which ap- 
peared in Florida newspapers. 
This sketch was prepared by a 
newspaper artist from, the de- 
scription given of the slaying. It 
was not released — nor en- 
dossGd^^y the FBI, 

Residents of the Memphis 


rooming house from which King 
was shot April 4 reported last* 
week that investigators had 
shown them composite draw-l 
ings. But they said the sketches ! 
were the same — or . at * least! 
very similar — as those pre- { 
pared by newspaper, 1 artists. s 
FBI officials ’ rejected report* • 
ers’ requests for a composite ; 
drawing of the man ‘they are : 
seeking in what perhaps is thie 
most massive manhunt of 'mod- 
ern times. They refuse "to • say 
whether they have ’prepared 
such a sketch. 

Agents have a good physical 
description of the King assassin: 
30 to 32 years old, 5 feet/ 10' 
inches tall, weighing 165 pounds, 
with a receding hairli nel and ^a ! 
long, thin nose. 

CAR DESCRIPTION 
They also have a good de- 
scription of the white 1966 Mus- 
tang. which witnesses said sped 
away from the Memphis room- 
ing house minutes after’ King* 
was shot as 'he stood on a motel 
balcony 205 feet from the rear 
of the rooming house. 

A white Mustang was im- 
pounded Thursday night from| 
an Atlanta parking lot where it j 
had been parked since the! 
morning after King’s slaying. ^ 'i 
The impounded car-^ber^Jiv 5 
cense tag s issued in B irming- 


ha m, Ala.;, / to Eric Sfes^SaJt, 
37 ,^whb v ide 1 itified himself as an 
unemployed merchant seaman 
when he applied for ah Alabama 
driving license last year. 

At almost the same moment 

sm 

last week that they were im- 
pounding the car in Atlanta, the 
i FBI sent over the Florida Tele- 
typewriter circuit a request to 
locate Galt. The message was 
withdrawn four hours later with 
the explanation it was erro-; 
i IEJua^-Tpi e FBI refuse&4s=?sys> 
why it was seeking Galt. 
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Fitting The Assassin/ 
Gruelinq Police Job 


By BILL JOHNSON 
Associated Press Writer 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - 
The task of finding the person 
who killed Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. apparently has settled 
down to the grueling police rou- 
tine of sifting every clue and 
checking every lead. 

There was no talk of an early 
arrest, as there had been short- 
ly after King was assassinated 
last Thursday night. Robert G. , 
Drewry and John C. Moore, the 
two U.S. commissioners here, * 
said they had not been ap- j 
proached to issue a . fugitive 
warning by either, the FBI or 
the U S. attorney. 

Ag federal officials pressed ’ 
their manhunt, there were re-; 
ports of arrests in various parts 
of the country and of a wide- 
spread=search in Mexico. 

The Mexican rumor- started 
after Rolando Veloz, the-, Mexi- 
can counsel here, told authori- 
ties there was' a resemblance 
between a composite sketch car- 
ried in a local newspaper and a 
young man who applied for a 
tourist card the day before King 
was shot. 

The young man turned out to 
be a 19-year-old student at 
Memphis . State < • University, 
Memphis police said. They said 
what was thought to be a . false 
address and phone nung^ es s ^y - 
those of his father^ in Park 
Ridge, 111 . They dismissed the 
possibility that he was connect- 
ed with the case. . 

In Washington ■ ‘ the Justice 
Department denied that the 
investigation had extended into 
Mexico. The Memphis. Commer- 
cial Appeal said however it had 
learned that the FBI had con- 
tacted the central police office 
in Mexi&LC itv. &.**&** 

It was learned that the jun 


found abandoned in a doorway, 
next to the building from which 
police say the shot was fired 
was not among tho&e stolen, 
from a sporting goods store two 
days before the slaying. 

B.C. Dowdle, proprietor, of the 
store, said a police detective tel- 
ephoned him the serial number 
of the Remington pump action 
-rifle that was found and asked 
him to check it agains t the jiuifl - 
bers of the . stolen guns. 
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‘ MEMPHIS, Term. (AP) ' 
;FBI agents from .. Virginia toi 
Florida " were making an-’ inten- 
sive .‘hunt today for the mystery 
man whose abandoned white 
'Mustang fits descriptions • of a / 
.car seen leaving ’the scene of- 
: the Martin Luther King. Jr. as- 
sassination. * . . 7 - 

The object of the; widening 
search was Eric .Starve Galt, 37, 
known only as an unemployed 
seaman from Birmingham,; Ala. 
A car registered in that name 
was seized by the FBI in Atlan- 
ta last Friday, eight days after 
to death in Mem- 
phis. * * ; 

. .The FBI refused to acknowl- 
edge, the hunt or to say Why 
Galt was wanted. “No com- 
ment, ” was*, the routine; reply. 
But Associated Press Checks 
; disclosed- that FBI agents had 
contacted persons named ■ G alt 
•in several , states in^iudflig^ir- 
ginia, Alabama and Florida ? : *. } 

An FBI alert for Galt ' was 1 
^ent over the Florida police 
- communications . network last 
Friday,' but withdrawn four 
hours later. 

FBI agents have continued to 
inquire about Galt at numerous 
places including dry cleaners, 
and services stations in Birm- J 
ingham, where a man named 
Eric Starvo Galt rented a room 
. at a Southside boarding house 
‘ within the past eight months.'.. 

; Meanwhile, ‘ in Jacksonville, 
Fla., a man picked up for. ques- 
tioning about the assassination 

wa^Sieafrd, police said'.- -*v 

Ag ents have ex hi bited com* 


p osife-draw ings of a man's face , 
but no photographs, According j 
to persons contacted in Bir-i 
, mingham. 

At the same time, police 
sources in Memphis disclosed 
Sunday , that the FBI .was with- 
holding nationwide distribution 
of a composite drawing of 
King’s killer, who fired the 
death shot from a dingy second- 
floor; bathroom in. a rundown 
rooming house. King, leader of 
nonviolent civil rights forces, 
was struck in the neck as -he 
stood on a second floor motel 
balcony facing- the rear of. the 
rooming house. 

“They haven’t given us any- 
thing but a physical description. 
They aren’t, handing out pic- 
tures of the man,” said a police ! 
officials who asked that his f 
! name be withheld. j 

j ^ L Tnry^>ither don’t have a; 
good one, or they’re going it j 
alone.” ‘ "-al 

i There has been no indication 
! from any. source contacted by 
•'FBI agents that the FBI has a 
photograph. 

The assassin’s description giv- 
en by the FBI: 30 to 32 years of 
age, 5-10, weighing 165, with a 
receding hairline and a long, 1 
thin nose. ' 

Newsmen’s requests for prints ; 
of the FBI’s, drawing were - 
turned down. 

Neither has there been a hint 
that authorities possess a photo- 
graph of the missing Eric Star- 
vo Galt, whose name fails to ap- 
pear on any official records ex- 
cept those showing, ownership of. 
th^s^s^ustang’ found in At- 
lanta. v " f 7" • . • 


I 
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was sol‘d ; te=^s^=last 

ug/30 in- Birmingham, records 
sho : w. Sources said he paid 
$2,000 cash. His application for 
a driver’s license last Sept. 6 
gave his birthdate as July 1931 
and his description as 5-11, 175 
pounds, blue eyes and brown 
hair. 

Little else has been uncov- 
ered. Thous he listed himself as 
an unemployed seaman, the 
Maritime Union had no record 
of an Eric Starve Galt. Nor was 
there a recipient by that name 
in the files of the state unem- 
ployment compensation office in 
Birmingham. 

Boomers at the Highland Ave- 
nue boarding house where Galt 
had a room during the past sev- 
eral months were unable to re- 
call much, if anything about the 
man, except that he was neat in 
appearance. 

who /rivc-s^in^ a 
’^weatherbeaten house on the out r 


y 


sfeists=^emphis talked brie fly l[nriHp ri itself on its relatmn&pfh 
with a reporter, but asked thai ■ “ " , nn nnn V ' 


his name not be used because “I 
don’t want trouble.” 

He said he was planning to go 
into the city today in search of 
part-time work. But he didn’t 
have much hope of finding it. 

With a thousand men looking, 
part-time jobs are few and far 
between. 

Inside the house, his middle- 
aged wife stood over an ironing 
board, stroking an electric iron 
board, stroking an electric iron 
over a child’s dress. She • has 
been taking in ironing— at $5 a 
basket— to help support the fam- 

ily- 

“It’s been pretty hard but,,, „ , ~ 

we’re making it so far,” she n shift at a P a P er P lant - “But I 
said, looking past shirts and" v,;™ - 


just over 200,000 Negroes. 
Schools were quietly desegre- 
gated in 1961. Negroes have 
been on the police force since 
1948. Three of 13 city council- 
men are Negroes. 

But today, as they have al- 
most daily for weeks, garbage 
strikers plan to parade single 
file along the sidewalks in the 
business district. Carrying signs 
reading “I Am a Man,” “Jus- 
tice Now,” and “Martin Luther 
King Did Not Die in Vain.” 

“I might have seen him in the 
daytime,” said ( a boarder, Hill 
Hardy, who works the night 


dresses hanging from the door 
and window sills, watching her 
finre- vHiluYen play barefoot in '[ . strikers. 
the brownish-red mud • of the ■ 
yard. 

White businesses have been • 
hit hard, too, by the pressure of . 
a Negro boycott and white ap-| 
prehension. . 

Figures on the business com- 
munity’s financial log s aren ’t 
available, but estimafet =s= ^fig'e 
into the millions. On the day be- 
fore Easter, clerks outnum- 
bered shoppers in one large 
store. 

. “This thing has knocked the 
hell out of business,” said a 
gloomy executive of a depart- 
ment store. 

All this has come in a city 
wke £B= s? fh $ white popuiaKOn 31 - 
i some 500,000— has g eneral ly! 


don’t' remember him. 

It was not too joyous an East- 
er (S ian-j^^iiies of fee . gar bage 


t • 
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By GAYLORD SHAW 
Associated Press Writer 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - 
tThe FBI issued, then withdrew, 
a pickup order for Eric Starve 
)Galt, a Birmingham, Ala., white 
iman as the widescale investiga- 
tion of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., entered 
its second week. 

Federal agents refused to say 
Wh y they w ere seeking Galt, 
i ^TRe’TOletin distributed on the 
statewide police teletype net- 
work in Florida said Galt was 
driving a white Mustang. Wit- 
nesses in Memphis told investi- 
gators earlier they saw a man 
! in a white Mustang drive away 
‘from the rooming house from 
' which King was shot last Thurs- 
day night. 

- Ait about the same time the 
pickup order was sent in Flori- 
da, federal agents in Atlanta 
impounded a white Mustang 
that had been parked since last 
Friday at a piMic housing pro- 
ject near the Georgia state Gap- 

The message, withdrawn with 


the explanation that it was re- 
leased by mistake, described 
Gait as a white male, 36 years 
old, about 5-foot- 11 and 175 
pounds with blue eyes and 
brown hair. 

This roughly matched the de- 
scription circulated by federal 
authorities the night of King’s 
slaying;- . 

Special Agent John' Hanlon of 
the Miami FBI office, who with- 
drew the, pickup order about 
four hours after it was . issued, 
said, “I cannot comment,” 
when asked for further details. 

• The FBI in Memphis and At- 
lanta also refused to discuss the 
developments, in Washington, 
an aide said Atty. Gen. Ramsey' 
Clark would have^sef^en^ent. 

Clark said last weekend that 


agents were on the trail of “one 
man on the run. . .” He said the 

man had used the name John 
Willard but “whether it proves 
to be the right name remains to 
be seen.” c — 

The Florida teletype message 
said. Galt was last seen driving" 
a white 1966 Mustang hardtop, 
Alabama license 1-38993. Bir- 
mingham police said this tag 
had been issued to Eric S. Galt, 
2608 • Highland Ave., Birming- 
ham. - . i 

In Atlanta, the residents who 
first told police about the aiban- j 
doned white Mustang said the 
car bore the same Alabama li- 
cense as given out by the FB I 
and bore two stickers ** ’^SiSh 
said “Tourjsta.” Earlier reports 


‘AGE 1- 


'JACKSON DAILY NEWS 


"JACKSON, MISS. 


Date: 4/12/68 

Edition: FINAL 


Author: 

Editor: JAMES M. WARD 
Tltle . ASSASSINATION OF 
MA RTIN LUTHER KING 


Character: 


IW 5233 Dodd: 59162502 Page 108 


Classification : 157-9586 SF1 

Submitting OfficetJ^-6 KSON 
[ ~ | Being Investigated 


SEARCHED,.— A- — INDEXED.-^? — 
SERIALIZED. JfcrFILED /err 

APR 15 1968 rs 

FBI — JACKSOA 1 J- 



i ndicated .. the investigation had) 
spread to Mexico. ^ : 

“The FBI was all over the 
place,” before the car was im- 
pounded, an Atlanta^ witness 
said. He said the vehicle was 
towed away between 5:15 p.m. : 
and 5:30 p.m. Thursday— about J 
the time the Florida teletype' 
message was sent. j 

Witnesses in Memphis who re- ! 
ported seeing a white Mustang 1 
pull away from the rooming! 
house said the car had a redj 
and white license plate. Ala-i 
ibarna tags are red and white. ■ j 

The Birmingham address giv- 
en for Galt is a large white two- 
story house in what onfce was an 
elite residential area. . A red 
neon sign flashes the word 
“rooms,” but a knock on the 
door was unanswered. 

A Birmingham newspaper, 
the Post-Herald, said residents 
of^-%raQ*ffling house confirmed 
} they had been questioned by the 
l FBI. It added the residents re- 
ported they had not seen Galt 
for about three months and 
could not recall what type oar 
he owned. * 

\ King was Med as he stood 
outside his motel room about 
200 feet from the bathroom win- ; 
dow in the rooming house from 1 
Which authorities say the-fafrail T 
shot was fired. Witnesses said 
the assassin walked out of the 
[rooming house, dropped a bun- 
jdle including a .30.06 rifle in 
’ front of a business firm next 
door and then left in a white 
Mustang. 

King had come to Memiphis to 
aid the city’s 1,300 striking gar- 
bage collectors, 98 per cent of . 
whom are Negroes. 

Negotiations in the strike con- 
tinued under the mediation of 


Under Secretary of Labor 
James Reynolds. Chief issues in 
the strike were demands for a 
union contract, payrcfil deduc- 


tion of union dues and pay in- 

■ W^i.nrv j ) k 


ireases. 
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♦ MEMPHIS; (AP) - Residents 

of a Memphis rounding . house 
from which Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was shot ..eight days 
ago said Friday that federal 
agents had shown them com- 
posite ' drawings of the white 
man sought in the .assassination. 
They were mostly noncommit-' 
tal, although one said he recog- 
nized a profile drawing/ 1 
As the FBI pressed its investi- 
gation— turning aside all queries 
in Memphis, Atlanta, Birming- 
ham, Miami and Washington— 
there were these, developments:- 
—In Atlanta, a.Methodist min- 
ister said he hesitated before 
telling police; about .an' aban- 
doR^Vrh&? Mustang which fed- 
eral agents impounded from a 
parking lot near the Georgia 
State Capitol. Witnesses in 
Memphis told investigators ear- 
lier they saw a man drive away 
from’ the rooming house -in a 
white Mustang. 

—In Miami, the FBI issued, 
then withdrew, a .request that 
Florida police . help locate Erkr 
Starvo ' Galt, whose last known 
address was Birmingham, Ala. 
The, teletypewriter ■ * message, 
withdrawn . with the. explanation 
that it was erroneous/said Galt 
was driving a white Mustang. ) 
—Records, .in Alabama * show 
that Galt bought a 1966 Mustang 
in August 1967. Other documents 
show that Galt listed, his . occupa- 
tion as “merchant seaman, un- 
employed,” when he* applied for 
a driver’s license in Birming- 
'ham in September 1967: 

r-In Washington, .a Justice 
Department spokesman said he 
didn't consider eight days as a 
long time for such an investiga- 
tion. He said 12 days passed be- 
fore=as5S§te were mad^Jn. the 
;May 1963 slaying of civil rights 


leader Medger Evers, and more 
than five, months in the 1964 
slayings of three civil rights^ 
workers in Mississippi. i 

Charles Q. Stevens, who lives 
with his wife in a two-room x 
apartment next door to the com- ! 
munal bathroom from which the , 
fatal shot was believed fired, } 
said FBI agents had shown | 
them two composite drawings — j 
one a partial profile and the oth- j 
er a full face view. , ^ . 

Stevens, who reportedT seeing 
the gunman fleeing, said he re- 
cognized the side view drawing 
but not the full face view. He, 
p.m., the Teletype message was ! 
sent 'in Florida. It was with- 
drawn about four hours later. 

According to a source in the 
Dade County Public Safety De- 
partment in Miami, the FBI 
bulletin began: 4 ‘Reference lo- 
cate and notify no -warrant Eric 
Starvo Galt.” It then described 
Galt and the Mustang and con- 
cluded: “If located notify Agent 
Charles Bell FBI Miami.”. 

The Miami source said this 
meant the FBI “wa nUiim sp ot- 
ted, not, picked up.” : ' 
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Memphis; .Tenm. (ap) - 

( FBI agents ■ have uncovered 
(“very substantial” physical evi- 
dence as they work, “around the 
clock pursuing every lead” in 
the search for Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr.'s assassin, says 
A tty. Gen. Ramsey Clark. 

“The FBI is devoting every 
possible resource to this investi- 
gation,” Clark said. .While! 
it remains impossible to, predict! 
when .the ’killer will be arrested,) 
I, remain hopeful that it will.be: 
soon.”’ 1 ’ * ' • j 

^JFdujstic© Depart^eatz^p^lces ! 
man said the- statement is sued i 
in., Washington ’ Friday night,! 
Clark's first public pronounce- 
ment on -the case in five days, 
was in response to newsmen’s 
queries! 

But Clark, like FBI officials, j 
refused to answer newsmen’s 
(questions. “All I can say is no 
; coniment,” said Robert Jensen, 
'special agent in 7 ' charge of the 
j Memphis FBI -office: 

King was shot and killed by a 
sniper April 4 as he stood out- j 
side his motel room here. ' j| 

In Washington/ Rep. Charles 
W. Whalen Jr., R-Ohio, ' said a 
welter of “premature and con- , 
tradictory • ■ statements” was ! 
clouding the investigation and' 
masked the FBI to “set the record 
[straight.” 

“The handling of the investi- 
gation and the efforts to appre- 
|hes4 =1 £ba === guilty per son or pe r- 
sons hardly has been reassuring 


to a<ad troublo^-n^won^ 

Whalen said in a news release. 

The search for the assassin i 
has spread hundreds of miles ! 
from Memphis, sources report, ! 
and involves thousands of inves- : 
tigators. : 

The scope of the investigation ’ 
was evident Friday in both! 
Memphis and Birmingham. | 
Newsmen seeking, to question! 
persons who might have infer- 1 
mation about the case were told ■ 
repeatedly: “The FBI has al- 
ready been here.” 

At the Memphis rooming 
h ouse froffl which the fatal shot 
was urea, Charles Q. Stevens 
said FBI agents had shown him 
two composite drawings of the 
suspected slayer— one a partial 
profile and the other a full face 
view. ^ , 

Stevens said he could identify ‘ 
the partial view, but not the full ’ 
face view. He said he saw the 1 
gunman flee after hearing a 
shot fired from a communal 
bathroom next door to his room. 
The bathroom window affords a 
clear view of the motel balcony 
where King was standing when ! 
shot. : 

And at a rooming house • in 
Birmingham, residents said FBI 
agents had questioned them j 
about Eric Starvo Galt, a white ! 
man named in an FBI bulletin ( 
iss ued, them withdraw al. inFIn r- j 
ida Th ursda y nig ht. 


.The jnej saee sent ^over the 

state police teletypewriter net- 
work in Florida asked help in lo- 
cating Galt. It said- Galt was 
driving a white Mustang. 

Witnesses in Memphis told in- 
vestigators earlier they saw a 
man in a white Mustang drive 
away from the rooming house. 
Records in Alabama show that 
a .-man na med Gal t bo ught a 
1966 Mustang in August ml. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


'PAGE 1 

'JACKSON DAILY NEWS 
JACKSON, MISS- 


Date: 4/13/68 

Edition: FINAL 
Author: 

Editor: JAMES M . WARD 
Title: ASSASSINATION OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 

Character: 

or 

Class! fi cation : 157-9586 SF1 

Submitting Of ficeJA C KS ON 

|~ | Being Investigated 


I B 7 § 


SEARCHED™ JX?— INDEXED 
serializedstaZfiled t 

APR 16 1968 

FBI - JAGKfJOty 

rv 

" \JW 1 


HW 5233 Dodd: 59162502 Page 111 



FD-350 7-16-63) 






(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



By GAYLORD SHAW 
Associated* Press Writer ■ * - 

rn* rr\TTT.i. * rw. - 3 *♦«. - - — v / 


h^sarggd hundred p. -of as& s 
ffortiMem^his, sources report, 
arid involves thousands of inves- 
tigators. : 

, The scope of the investigation 
was evident Friday, in both 
M e m p h i s , and - Birmingham. 
Newsmen seeking to question 
> persons .who might have infor- 
Kmation about the case were told 
repeatedly: ‘The FBI has"al- 
1 ready been here;” 


71 


vei$^s^ . , 

• dence as they work- ‘around thef 1 . At; the Memphis rooming 

1 clock ■ pursuing every, lead”';in j 'house from •‘which the fatal shot 
the search for ' Dr; Martin /Luj 
ther King Jr.'s assassin, says. 
iAtty; Gen. Ramsey Clark. ;; >.»;? y 
y *‘TheH FBI is, devoting every 4 
possible resource* to; this . invest !- 1 
tgatiqn^’ Clark - said!; “. / .While, 
it remains impossible to predict 
when/the killer will be arrested,- 
?I remain hopeful that it will be. 

j A~Justice- Department, spokes- 
man said .the statement issued 
j in Washington \ Friday. ; night, 

[Clark's; first public pronounce - , 
ment on the case in five days, 
was in response to newsmen's 
queries.:* ’ ' ‘ / ! 

But .Clark/ < ..like! FBI officials, ■ 
j refused ; to /.answer-/ newsmen's 
1 questions. '“AIL I can say is no 
jcomrpent." said Roberr^rl^i, 

(special /agent in/charge,- of the, 

1 Memphis FBI office ‘ 8 ! f fJ 

King .was shot arid- killed by, a 
sniper . Anril “4 . as he stood out- 
side his motel room here. 

' In Washington, Rep^ Charles . 

, W. % Whalen Jr., R-Ohio, ; said a 1 

1 r ci 1 . i 


was fired i Charles - Q. Stevens 
1 said FBI agents had shown him 
two composite drawings of the 
suspected slayer-— one a partial 
: profile and the other. a, full face 
• view. v & ■ 

Stevens said he could identify 
the partial view, but riot the full 

fa ce .. view ;i H e Sdid he saw th <* 

guffiiari^^e • after •; hearing a 
shot fired from a comiriunaj 
riathroom next door to his room. 
The bathroom window affords a 
i clear view of the motel balcony 
,'^hfe King was standing when] 
snot. . . t 


’And at a rooming house in 
Birmingham, residents; said FBI 
agents had questioned therri 
about Eric Starve Galt; a white 
jmari^ named in ari FBI bulletin 1 
issued, then withdrawn; in Flor- 
inda Thursday night. • 

‘ The message sent over the 
state 'police 1 teletypewriter net- 
work in Florida asked help in lo- 
cating Gait.. It said Galt was 

welter of “premature and” corn: V : ' 

tradictory - statements” was ; t(?!d in l 


i tradictory statements" was, 
clouding the , investigation and 
{ asked the ;FBi to “set the record 
i straight.", y ; '*■'“/■ 1*. . 

}.• “The handling of the investi- j 
; gation and the efforts to appre- 
hend the -guilty person or per- 
sons hardly has beeri reassuring, 
to a tense and tr oubled nation,'' 
Whalen^fl,id j n a n ews releas e/ * 
The search for the /assassim 


► - < uv/iu AIA- 

vestigators earlier they saw a- 
r man in a white Mustang drive 
i away from* the rooming. house.* 
Records in Alabama show that 
a'^rmqr^&med Galt *~bri ugL£* a 
1 1966 Mustan g in Au g ust 1967/ 
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Artist's Views .... . 

At, left is Mexican Police Headquarters artist' Sergio JauberPs 

:nr^T T f gystod- teztmx of man suspected of kSg 
.Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in Memphis, Tenn. last week 

S2 W At right swMed'.by FBI author! ; 

mes. At. right is conception. of the. man made by Memohis 

frn m ^^d ppe w la r tist Bil1 Herrington based ondescriJtSn 

m thc buildin S 1x1 MeisphisJegm 
wnere me shot wa s, fi red. _(AP_Wirephotoii 
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By GAYLORD SHAW t 
Associated Pi^ss Write r 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) ' ~ 
The FBI issued, then withdrew, 
a request that Florida police 
help locate Eric Starvo Gelt, a 
white man, as the investigation 
of the assassination of Dr. Mar* 
tin Luther King Jr. entered its 
second week, 

-’Federal agents refused to say 
why they ^were; seeking Galt, 
whose^Iast^known address was 
Birmingham, Ala. 

. A source in the Dade County 
Public Safety Department in 
Miami' said the FBI bulletin be. 
gan: 4 ‘Reference locate and no- 
tify .no warrant issued . Eric 
Starvo Galt,” then described 
Galt and the Mustang. The mes-i 
sage concluded: “If located no- 
tify Agent Charles Bell FBI Mi- 
ami.” ■ ; - ^ 

. “This” meant, they wanted him 
' spotted, not picked up,” the Mi- 
i ami source said. It was reported 
originally that a pickup order 
‘had been issued. 

i The bulletin distributed on the 
j statewide police teletype net-. 
! work in Florida said Galt was 
j driving a white Mustang. Wit- 
nesses in Memphis told investi- 
gators earlier they saw a man 
in a whit e Mustang drive away 
from the rooming house from 
i which King was shot last Thurs- 
day night, ^ 


f about the sam e,/ time th e s lhh ■ „ “I ' £ annot (B es£^&«j8t; ? | 
locate order was sent in Flori- .when asked for further details. ' 
da, federal agents in Atlanta s- The Florida teletype .message 
impounded a , white Mustang said Galt was last seen driving 
that had been parked since last a white 1966 Mustang hardtop,! 
Friday at a public housing proj- Alabama license 1-38993. Bir-j 
ect near the Georgia state Capi- mingham police 'said this ,tag 
tol. * • " had been issued to Eric S. Galt,] 

The message, withdrawn with 2608 .Highland Avel, Birming- 
the explanation that it was re- ham. - ' : , 

leased by mistake, described ; In ; Atlanta, the -residents who 
Galt as a white male, 36 years first told police about the aban- 
old, about 5-foot-ll and ‘ 175 cloned white Mustang 4 said . the 
pounds with - blue 'eyes and ?ar bore the same Alabama lh 
brown hair. • . ‘ :ense as given out by* the FBI, 

This roughly matched the de- inci ^ore tw0 s^kers which, 
ascription circulated by federal 5aid “Turista'’ Earlier reports 
authorities the night of King’s :nd l ^' ate f d -tg e investigation had, 

Sl Sp3kl Agent John Hanlong of P ‘ !The ^ BI was all dver ihe 
the Miami FBI office, who with- ’ lace ” befor e t he car was im- 


pickup oEsL^sah^ut 
four hours after it was issued, 


l mounded, an Atlanta witness) 
[ said. He said the vehicle was 
■-towed away between 5:15 p^m. 
[and 5:30 p.m'; - .Thursday— about 
.the time : ; the /F’orida/ teletype- 
jmessage’ was 'sent. ' •••, ; V . . ■ 
j; Witnesses in Memphis who re- 
ported seeing a.: white Mustang; 
pull away /from the rooming; 
house said ‘ the , car had a redj 
and white license plate. ; Ala-j 
bama tags are red anH white 
f The Birmingham address giv-i 
en for Galt is a?large* white f two J 
story house In what once was an 
'elite residential area.’ A redj 
peon sign . ' flashes' \ the - -word 
.“rooms,” -but a* knock* oh *the 
idoor was unanswered. 

I A < Birmingham . .newspaper, 
Sh e Post-Herald, said "residents 
of the rooming house confirmed 
they had. been qdestipned by the- 
FBI. It added the 1 residents- -re- 
ported they hail, "hot [seen; Galt 
for about , three months r and 
co uld— noL =gec.all what type cari 

he owned. <V > VST -si j 
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; BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) — 
A boarding bouse owner dis- 
closed Monday he told FBI, 
agents . investigating the murder 
of / Dr. ; Martin ! Luther King Jr. 
that 'drawings* of. a .man they: 
were hunting closely resembled 
a roomer na med Erie' Galt. 

“That’s the man. There sem- 
blance is* close enough, I’m 
sure,”.;said Peter Cherpes,. 72,; 
owner of the. South Side board- 
ing house where he said- an Eric 
Galt lived, for six weeks last 
fall/ then -dropped from -sight. 

Development ; Monday bro- 
ught a' deepening mystery to 
the background of the man- 
called 'Eric Galt. He had said he 
was "employed at a Mississippi 
shipyard, : but . there^ .was a. no I 
record ?of.* his name on the em- 
ploye: list. • : ‘ 

V; NO. RECORD 

In Louisiana, where Galt had 
said; he 'held a driver’s license, 
there ?was no v such record : on 
•state ’ files. It was much the 
! same story with other; efforts to 
trace ’Galt. - * / ( V'r r -f 
k ; Cherpes said: he identified FBI 
drawings very similar ; : to: r :dhe ; 
; ^^cgrdTb y f a newspaper artist 
[frpnr descri ptidns 1 of ajman. seen- 


fleeing the assassination scene: 
April 4 in Memphis, Tenn, . ; . 

- The FBI declined comment. . 

But, within 1 a week ' after 
King’s slaying,' the FBI was 
hunting a man identified as Eric 
Starvo Galt, whose last known 
address was the - Birmingham 
boarding house. The hunt had 
spread; into ; several states. - , | 

. An FBI “locate - and notify” 
alert for Galt was put > out last; 
Thursday over 1 the Florida/pcx 
lice network,’ -but was with- 
drawn 1 four hours later, as erro- 
neous. At the same time, FBI 
agents impounded in • Atlanta- a 
white Ford Mustang, with an A1-: 
abama tag issued to Eric 'Starvo 
Gait. ; - - y •/ .A? 

. The/ abandoned . Mustang 
matched 1 the ^ description: of T.a 
suspected getaway car in Mem- 
phis. v , A 

ASKED SILENCE 
, Cherpes :said; he first was told: 
not to talk about Galt. He said' 
he asked the FBI two days ago; 
if he could discuss ; the matter 
; and ;was told,; ^e suggest; you 
; don’t, but . we - can’t* keep you 
from iti” v-.'VA 

r /.Cherpes saidiuirL an •igtervifiw 
the man, knownTuSIEric .Starvo 


Galt had a room at the Highland'; 
Avenue boarding house from 
;Aug.' 26 to Oct. 7, * 1%7. “He re- 
gistered here that he came from 
’Pascagoula, Miss.,”. Cherpes 


The boarder was “nice and' 
-friendly, quiet, ”v said Cherpes. j 
He ^described . Galt as about 6 
.'feet tall, . 165-175’ pounds, with ! 
blue eyes and light "brown, hair, ! 
a :neat dresser and' a -man who ! 

kept mostly to hims elf. r is » 

. Galt said he was employed by 
a shipbuilding - firm,- .Cherpes 
stated, and thought it was ‘-In-' 
galls iron works.” Ingalls- ship- 
building ’is at Pascagoula. A 
check by The; Associated Press, 
trailing' the FBI, ^produced .no : 
record ;pf /Jan - employe named 
-Eric Galt. : /j/ 'A/: 1 > ; " - . . 

About? a week after renting/a 
room, Galt; asked' his landlord to 
helpn in ^getting ‘ an . Alabama; 
driyer ’s. license? “-H^ 
a car; He\ asked- me if’ I ; could 
drive him down ; to • , take the 
test;” Cherpes said. , ? 

Cherpes said- he- did so. That 
was ;Sept,- : 6, 4967,;. 

Eric? Galt'?. had;:: purchased /a: 
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; wJajto. Efeat ang fro m, a Bkmin g- \ 
hani car salesman. The driver’s j 
.'license application described ! 
Galt as 5 feet 11, 175 pounds, 
blue eyes and brown hair. His 
birtbdate was July 20, 193L The 
application also claimed Galt 
had held a . 1962 Louisiana ■ li- 
cense, but no record of this was 
found. . • * 

CHICAGO PACKAGE 
■ ' Within another week, Cherpes 
said, a package for Galt arrived 
from Chicago. It was a card- 
} board box about 2 feet long and ; 
1. foot wide. But Galt said, “they , 
sent me the wrong merchan- : 
dise; I’m 'sending it back.”' 

Cherpes said his boarder left, 
in early August saying he had a ! 
job “in the ships” at Mobile, 
Ala. ’ 

About five months later, in 
February or March, a letter for 
Galt from Chicago arrived, 
Cnerpes^said, but was returned 1 
because there was no forward- 
ing address. 

; The Birmingham' post office 
could give no forwarding ad- 
dress for Eric Starvo Galt. 

But a ..duplicate driver’s li- 
! cense in that name was mailed 
| to the 'hoarding house address. 

| last March 1— ne arly? ■--ggffi h 
I months after 'Galt had gone. 

| State- records .in .Montgomery l 
j showed the license, was mailed 1 
i upon request made in person or 
by telephone and was ‘ not re- 
turned through the mail/ 

, Little trace of* Galt has been 
/ found otherwise, except for a 
1 safety deposit box he rented at 
r Birmingham * ■ Trust .National 
'.Bank. He went to the' bank to 
• open the box in August and 
(again to turn in the keys in He- 
rcember— more than a month 
! aftc^h#4^t Cherpes’ 

Vj— : — : 
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: BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP)— The 'owner of a boarding, 
hious^ he had identified a drawing of a man 

sought in the slaying of Dr. (Martin Luther King Jf : r as 
a roomer known 'by the name of Eric Galt. . .. 

‘"It's him, I’m sure,” said Peter Cherpes, 72, who 
runs a boarding house on Birmingham’s' South Side. ! 
Cherpes consented to talk ’after the FBI resp oiiueu^^ -hisl 

reques"^to (be released- from.J^ - - > 

a secrecy pledge. , / 

w €herpes said . FBI- , agents 
showed- him drawings about -last 
j. Wednesday, or two days before 
! a car registered in the name of 
[Eric, Starvo' Galt was. found 
^abandoned * in Atlanta. ..The car, 
la- white Mustang with an : Ala- 

ibama license ( tag, matched * the 
[description of can seen leaving 
the assassination scene in Memr, j 
phis, : Tenn., where King / was ! 
shot April *4. ;’- v ' • — ; 
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f Gherpes was sHowi Talfewsg a^ 
ipef^fusTi? drawing .of the as- 
sassin ’Monday and he said it 

was - such * like the drawings ex- 
hibited by federal 'agents. 
Cherpes said the sketches 
.“looked exactly like Galt.” 

i The man known as Eric Star- 
: vo Galt has become the object 
of a widening search by FBI ' 
[agents, who have been contact- 1 
jing persons with the same name 1 
lor similar names’ from Virginia I 
to -Florida and sifting * through- j 
; dozens of stores and businesses i 
in Birmingham for clues to the 
■ missing man. 

The FBI issued an alert,, , 
ca jledjai' '“lo cate and notify” dis- 
patfeh," In Florida for Galt last 
Friday at about the time the 
white Mustang was being im- 
pounded in Atlanta. The alert 
was withdrawn four hours later 
with the explanation that it had 
been erroneous. m s - =» 

Since then, the FBI has de- 
clined to say anything about 
l Galt: There was no warrant for 
j Galt, the FBI said last Friday. 

Galt rented a room from him,. 
Gherpes. said, last fall, at about 
the time the hunted man ob- 
tained an Alabama driver’s li- 
cense. 

He also purchased with cash a i 
white Mustang from a Birming- 
ham car salesman. He listed his 
as mer chant sea - 
man, unemployed. ~ 


J 
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j MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - 
The FBI maintained a steadfast 
silence Thursday in the face of 
queries, rumors and reports 
about the gun and the bullet 
.which killed Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr : . nerfe a week ago. 

It refused comment on wheth- 
er: . k - 

Ballistics test matched the 
bullet with a rifle found near the 
'scene. 


difficulty^ determining if it - was 
fired from the rifle Canipe saw 
discarded. 

An unidentified Memphis bal- 


Ti ouse— with in view of the motel 
b^lcofiy : 20S feet awayr " 

The killer was believed to., 
have walked out of the rooming 1 
house, dropped the gun in front \ 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


An umaenimeu meiuuius uai-i 7 . ^ ~ j ' • 

.. . . . . r i j of Campe’s store next door and p An . it p 

listics technician was quoted fIed in a white Mustane . . , a 


iistics tecnnician was quoieo fled in a white Mustang. | 

here as saying the bullet was gut the Memphis Commercial! 
badly damaged when it struck Appeal reported Thursday that ) 
bones in Dr. King’s neck. Anoth- a second .white Mustang with j 


—Firearms dealers in Bir- 
mingham, Ala., had been ques- 
tioned about sales of Remington 
rifles. 

i Both reports have been >pub- 
the FBI 

'did not orig inate with 'its agents. , 

1 f after King s assas;d- 

n-ation one week ago, police 
found a 30-08 rifle with a tele- 
scopic sight one block away. 

DROPPED PACKAGE 

Guy Canipe, owner of, an 
amusement company, told 
newsmen he saw a man drop a 
package in front of his store and 
drive away in a white automo- 
bile. He said he did not see the 
man’s face. “I looked down 
and saw the barrel of a gun 
sticking out of a package, ” he 
said. ' 

The New York Post reported 

Thursday that the fatal bullet 
was *so ba dly defornsfid on J uri- 
ipfcFEPthe FBI was 'having 


er published report said the bul- 
let may have been soft-nosed. 

Meanwhile, negotiators con- 
tinued efforts to settle the nine- 


Arkansas license plates and also 
parked near the rooming house 
may have been the getaway 
car. 

The newspaper, speculated the 


week-old garbage strike, which , man got into the second Mus- j 
brought King to Memphis. Al- tang and fled. The river bridge j 
though neither side issued state- Arkansas is about, 

ments. th e Memphis^. Pr„eg cj: fci- ■ ^ w0 miles from the rooming, 
mitar'safd it learned that much! h° use King s motel. 

T There harbeeThTip^^ 'Police refused to comment on 
o f The ^ discussion revolved their investigation into the pcs- 
around, wages. ; sibility r that -a police chase in 

-how the issues of union recogni- northeast Memphis eight mil 
tion and dues checkoff would be tom the murder scene and 30 
settled' '' : . < ' .minutes after the shooting— 

OPTIMISM FADES ' a dec oy to allow 

Frank Holloman; ' Memphis v the_killerjo_esca,pe, — 1 '• ^ . 

police director, said the mom-: 

! ing after King’s death that he 
was. “optimistic” about the 
investigation, refused to com-'j 
| ment Thursday: \ 

“When I can make any com-f 
ment without prejudicing thej 
investigation, I will r do so,” hej 
said. ... i 

King was struck by one bullet . 
while standing on the balcony oft 
his motel. Police said the fatal* 
i hullei_was fired fr om A.bat h-i 
room window in a rooming j 
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j MEMPHIS', Tenn, (AP) 
j The presence of a second white 
• Mustang- near the doorway 
which police say the slayer of 
Dr. "Martin Luther King Jr., 
used to escape gave rise today 
to published reports that it may 
have been the getaway car. \ . 

The Memphis Commercial 
Appeal said the car with Arka-n- 
sa %tag%agd a similar . vehicle,, 
parked a short distance north, 
both left the scene witin 15 min- 
utes after. King was fatally shot 
a week ago today. . ' 

Both • vehicles were within 100 
feet of the doorway to the sec- 
ond-floor rooming house where 
police said the assassin waited' 
and shot King as he stood on the 
balcony of a motel across a rear 
street.^ * ^ 

The killer was believed to 
have walked out of the Main 
Street entrance to the rooming 
house, turned south arid dropped 
the murder weapon in front of a 
business firm next door/ . ‘ 

Guy Canipe,. owner '• of the 
firm, said ■ he saw the young 
white man drop the package 
which contained the gun, but did 
not- see his face. ’ 

The Comm ercial Ap naaLgpy . 
ulated Tha t the man then walked 


a few~ steps farther along,; : got: 
infi l&ie ’airty ’white- Mustang 
with Arkansas tags and sped 
uaway. . 

The second Mustange, parked 
north of the rooming house en- 
. trance, also left the scene near 
the time of the shooting. \ >• ; 

Police said they would investi- 
gate reports that a; supposed po- 
lice chase in northeast Memphis 1 -' 
z —weight miles frpm the : scene^O^ 
minutes' after > the shooting pay 1 
have been a .'decoy to - allow- 1 the i 
Mller to escape^ T " ,{ 

»•' A recording of the police radio 
dispatcher’s ; transmissions 
i showed seven calls" in 12 min- 
utes from a lieutenant’s car in 
n^rtheka t. section of th e city’ 
detailing the case.'-: ^"'Y • ® 

The . lieutenant ;', said Tuesday 
he did not make,' the calls. This ; 
led to' speculation- that someone 
;dther than police may-have sent 
.the calls on the police frequency, 
to draw officers away from the 
escape route. - * • Y' ; •' 

The Mississippi staterline is 
about 10 miles directly south of 
,the shooting scene, and the 
bridge , leading to ‘ 'Arkansas ’is 
about two v miles southwest, of 
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MIAMI, Fla. '(ASP) - The FBI ' 
distributed a teletype pickup or- 
der to Florida police Thursday 
’ for Eric Starve Galt, then with- ! 
| drew the message, four hours 
| later because it had been re- 

The message gave a descrip- 
G alt inafch jmr__the d e* 
scription they circulated for the 1 
killer of. Martin Luther King and! 
-said he was driving a white 
Mustang similar to that be- 
lieved driven by King’s assas- 


When asked by The Associat- 
ed Press if they' were releasing 
the identity of the suspect in the 
King murder, FBI Special 
A ge^t Joh p Hanlon said. “I c an- 
not comment.” ■ * 1 


i wl x cJiiofra issued a ' bulletin__d nV 
the police teletypes about 9:35 ; 
p.m. withdrawing , the message. , 
The original message signed j 
by Special Agent Charles Bell, < 
described Galt as a white man, i 
bom July 20,. 1031, about 511’% i 
175 pounds, with blue- eyes and: 
brown hair; ' • ■ r “ ■ . 

The message .was originally ! 
put on statewide police teletypes 1 
at 5:22 p.m: Thursday. ■ j 

The message said Galt was| 
driving a white Mustang with; 
1908 Alabama license tags, 1* ! 
38993. The tag would have been 
issued in Jefferson County 
(Birmingham), as indicated by 
the “1” in front of the number. 


for Galt, the messa g e said. 
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Dear Editor: jot) 1 John 3:15, “No murd erer - 

. We have been fed such a ^iiet ha ^ eternal life;” or Revela- 
of the assasination of Dr. Mar-! t!on 21:8. or 22:15. It is time 
tin Luther King, since Thursdav that teachers made murder, its 

night, that we are just abon't™ 1 ' 3 '^’ and sin- 

f “t j t ^ , fulness, a matter or class-room 

7 rfeited. I am - only complain* instruction/ and assembly 
mg about the imbalance and nrnffraiTim i ntf • 

excess. In the ej*es of God, the P ° g ?•’. „ , C* ' 

greatsr_Jxagedy is, not that ^ nd d IS tllile ! la ed tor ? 0 
Martin Luther King was" no di^ nev !f papers aad ™S az , ines 
ferent, and no worse than the 1 " 13 ^ some ? ood hard .teaching 

murder of Medgar Evars, or'i abo f ut ™ urd , er - 3 P art , of tbei " 
Victor Dahmer; and no,.wor S o ! ? d ’ tona ‘ P °'!P y ’ iS time that - 
than the murder of any other! D J °;g° oders ^ weeping croc-; 

Negro, or anv white oerson. ccM l taars ab f jt " . ne dea h 
n 7u i / 'penalty for murder, men pard- 

i e ugly fact is- mtu.vLCil_4.nd o.gmg^iBurderer ascseao-asjhe 

“ lit u ^^ ies ^ ^ ac ^,. in , * ae pretended that he was sorry 
world. The only way that the- *- • . \ ■■■< 

assassination of Martin Luther formed. God said, 

King,, or the assassination of “Whoso sheadeth man’s blood, 

President John F. Kennedy can by man shall his blood be 

have any special significance is, shed: for in the image of God 

that it symbolizes, in a particu- made he maujlk. Genesis 9:6 

lar way, every other murder } Wheji any man commits mur- 

committed m our broad land. • der, he should be hunted down 

Every other murder. is just as! like a mad-dog, tried, convW- 

bad as they are... or were. Imjed, and exterminated like the 

stead of making so much of the; devil that he is. 

murder of any one man, 1 Dr. C. M. Stulis 

Kennedy, King, or a ny-o/her, it .Chmt'm Minister. ' 

is becoming high time for the Miss. . . • * 

whole American society to wage 

■a moral war ag^sr^^.whole 

concept of, murder. It is time 

that every preacher" preached 
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By JAY BOWLES 
Associated Press Writer 

MEMPHIS, Term. (AP) — As / waves of racial 
violence continued to break on a number of the nation’s 
cities, Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark said the net for the 
killer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had. been spread 
“several hundred miles from Memphis.” * 

, v . The nationwide death toll from, the street violence 
stood at 14. ■ ■ .* * . ’ : , . 

Police expressed optimism in their search for the 
sniper who shot King Thursday and the reward for his 
ap preh ension grew to $150,000. Civil rights leaders 
preaictea "that up to* 40,000 persons would take part 
j.Monday in. a march originally scheduled by King, 
f Police Director Frank Hollo- 
!man. gave no indication at. a 
I news conference whether the 
murderer would be seized “in 
the next hour, six hours, or 12 
.hours’’ but said they had a large 
amount of physical evidence. ‘ 

.. Clark, in a whirlwind,, eight- 
hour trip to the city, appeared 
, pleased with the progress of the 
| investigation. “We’ve • got sub- 
! stantial leads,” he said. “We’re 
i'very hopeful.” • . * 

.The crisis precipitated by the 
;• death of. the Nobel Prize win- 
ping civil, rights leader led Pres- 
ident Johnson to cancel his trip 
to Hwaii, /planned as a prelimi- 
nary to possible peace talks 
with the North Vietnamese. • 

The ’ President declared Sun- 
dav^ =4s^^ national mou rning 1 


for' King, ordered American 
flags to ‘half staff at U.S, mili- 
tary installations over the world 
and* scheduled ’an* address be- 
fore a. joint session* of Congress 
Monday night on new proposals 
to ease the plight of the Negro. 

The burgeoning 1968 presiden- 
tial campaign came to a virtual 
halt with all major ^candidates 
canceling weekend appear- 
ances. Monday’s, opening day 
baseball game's in Washington 
and Cincinnati' were postponed. 
A third opener at Houston re- 
mained scheduled. . ‘ • 

. Americans throughout the na- 
tion stopped work, left classes j 
and attended impromptu i memo- 
riaj 1 services ‘ Friday = tYlfe y 


sought ways of showing their 
shuck : a t iul“'|rief at tae PeSffi? 

Meanwhile in Memphis, 830 
local, state and federal law en- 
forcement officials pressed the 
feverish search for the slayer. 

King had returned to this Mis- 
sissippi River city to renew a 
demonstration in support of 
striking sanitationmen, most of 
them Negroes. After his death 
his body was put on public view 
during a brief memorial service 
then flown home to Atlanta] 
where a funeral service was, 
scheduled Tuesday in his fa- s 
ther’s church. • ! 

As racial tensions here ap- 
peared to be easing today, civil 1 
rights leaders continued plans 
for the march Monday. 

The Rev.' James Lawson, a 
strike leader, said the demon- 
straiion Was now planned as a 
memorial to King with 5,000 to 
40,000 marchers expected from 
11 states. 

“Monday’s march will go on 
in . silence- in memory of . our 
great leader,” declared the 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy, King’s 
closest associate and his succes- 
sor * as head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence. • ■ ^ - 

Violence, in Memphis began to 
subside as 3,800 National 
Guardsmen, augmented by 800 
city policemen working 12-hour 
shits, patrolled the troubled Ne- 
gro. sections. Another. 1,000 
Guardsmen from eastern 
Tennessee are to be airlifted in 
Sunday. ’ * , 

The toll from violence follow- 
ing the assassination stood Fri- 
day night at 229 £es, 30 persons 
injured and 136 arrested. A full 
cvuTew^repnained in qffegMfag- 
inonejiours of darkness. 


MavorJJe nrv Loe b agreed~ td~ 
resume negotiations “nr "the 53- 
day-old garbage strike after a 
meeting with 300 white and Ne- 
gro ministers. 

However, Loeb refused to 
meet the ministers’ demands 
for a relaxed stand. The mayor 
has strongly opposed union de- 
mands for recognition as bar- 
gaining agent and payroll de- 
duction of union dues. The work--, 
ers also seek pay raises to $2-$3 j 
an.^ hour. . They now are paid ! 
$1.60-?2:10. 

Some 350 garbage workers! 
and their supporters staged an-| 
other of the street marches 
occurrences since the walkout 
involving 1,300 garbage work- 
ers, most of them Negro, began ] 
Feb. 12. There were no inci-j 
dents. 

The Shelby County grand jury 
returned indictments Friday 
against 16 persons on various 
charges growing out ( of the gar- 
bage dispute. One of the indict- 
ments was the first brought un- 
Hgr thpgtafp’s ‘ newantimt 
Jaws' 
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| By BELL JOHNSON 
Associated Press Writer 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — A 
neat, clean . man with a long, 
I; sharp nose — the type of man 
who seems out of place in a 
flophouse— was the object of a 
widening search today as the 
assassin of Dr.’ Martin Luther 
King Jr. . 


: ' ' > ' " ' / \ / 

" 3 


j w "Kmg,“‘^he chief expdnenr^f" 
nonviolence in the civil rights 
struggle, was slain by a single 
j bullet . Thursday .. night as * he 
f leaned oVer the second-floor bal- 
cony of - a motel, talking with 
aides on the. ground. 

He had come back to Mem- 
phis to lead a mass march in 
•support of striking garbage 
"workers, and he was killed just 
one week - after another march 
•he led flared into brief window, 
breaking and looting in’ the 
downtown area. ‘ ~ . 

As his body was borne back to. 
Atlanta Friday by his widow in 
'a chartered plane, union leaders 
and civil rights workers 
thfougnour* the counthr^emr^i-- 


march. 


m\ing for 


1 









! ’ (AP Wirephpto) 

L Both U.S, Atty. Gen. Ramsay 
| Clark and Frank’ Holloman, city 
( police-director,- said they were 
optimistic of a break sooh. But 
no arrests were announced and 
police declined to r eveal ‘details 
Ldfixh^^^estgation. 


Spokesmen . said they anticL 
pated that as many as 40.000 
persons from 11 states would 
take part, following guidelines 
laid down by a federal judge. 

King had termed the strike by 
the Memphis garbage men, 98 
; per cent of them Negroes, as 
•the second phase in the fight by 
Negroes for equal rights. He 
said his Montgomery bus boy- 
. C 0 itt_inl 105 5 started the first 
phase, the fight for desegrega- 
tion, and that the' garbage col- 
lectors were how engaged in the 
battle for economic equality. 

The .bullet, that killed King 
came from . a communal bath- 
room in a flophouse behind the 
motel. Police were looking for 
the man who had checked into 
the place, paying for his $5.50 a 
week room with a crisp $20 bill. 
x.Bessie Brewer, manager of 
tlie rooming house, told police 
the man gave his name asf John 
Willard. “He was a clean, neat 
man/* about six feet tall, she 
1 (e — s 
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I &?l 1 m Kg^ rstep a ri~j ' 
the room between that taken by f 
Willard and the bathroom, de- f 
scribed the man as “clean shav-f 
en” and that he had a “long, ij 
sharp nose. He had normal eyes ' \ 
and a square. chin, thick hair at j 
the front and receded on each 
side.” ‘ 

f Others said they saw the man 
walk away after the shot was 
( fired. 

[' Clark, who made an eight- 
hour visit Friday, said evidence 
(“indicates a single individual” 
’was involved in the assassins 
j tio n,,-- is no evidence of a 
| widespread plot.” 

‘ ...The investigation already has 
widened to several states; he 
said, and “will spread as far as 
the evidence takes us. It has al- 
ready spread several hundred 
miles from .the boundaries of 
! Tennessee now.” 

Clark also said that evidence 
in the case was considerably 
more than police “usually get in 
cases like this,” but he refused 
to elaborate. 

“A number of studies of prints 
that may establish the identity” 
!of the Sniper are being made by 
police and FBI ; agents with the 
mi d, of the, FBI labor atory in 
j Washington, he said.’ . , ~ 


Tfej^-r^hj^ct of - T i 
manhunt gave his name as John 
Willard when he checked into 
the flophouse at . 422V2 South 
Main. He spoke with a southern 
drawl described by the landlady j 
as just “like any Other Mem- 
phian.” , ... 

B.L. Reeves, 74, a retired ho- 
tel clerk who said he watched 
the man as he talked with land- 
lady Bessie. Brewer, described 
the prospective boarder as 5- 
feet-11, -clean-shaven, with a 
long, sharp nose, a square chin 
hick dark hai s = oqg^d 
straight back and receding on 
the sides. .. . . 

Mrs. Brewer' said she showed 
him Room 8 a $10-a-week room 
with kitchenette but quoted him 
as saying he .wanted sleeping 
quarters only. She took him. to 
Room 5, told him it would cost! 
$8.50 a week, and he took it. - \ 
He paid fo r the room with a 
crisp $20 bill, Mrs Brewer said. | 
It was from a second floor 
bathroom window that he fired 
the shot which struck King as 
he leaned over the balcony rail-. 
tfErrcras his motefruuiu. 
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MEMPHIS, Term. (UPI) — ] 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark said; 
Friday authorities are “very 1 
close” to arresting the sniper 
slayer of civil rights leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

“All the evidence we have is' 
(that) this is the work of a sin- 
gle person,” said Clark, who 
flew here on orders from Pres-; 
ident Johnson to help with the 
investigation and to express to I 
King’s widow the “very deep! 
regret” of the chief executive! 
ar^TritHn'e 1 cabinet “at the loss! 
of this great American.” : 

“Real progress isbviing made. 
Substantial evidence has been 
discovered.” said Clark. “I'm 
fully confident this crime will 
be solved.” 

The 39-year-old King was kill- 
ed Thursday by a single shot 
from a .30-06 Remington pump 
rifle While he strolled alone on 
the balcony of his room at the 
Lorraine Hotel, in a Negro sec- 
tion of Memphis. 

Man In Custody 

A short, balding white m a n 
was taken into custody Friday 
while emerging from the build- 
ing in which the sniper hid — 
a rundown apartment building 
directly across the street from 
the hotel. Although the man did 
hot fit the description of the 
sniper, \he was rushed to the 
Federal Building and officials 
did not disclose his -rnp necii on 
with the “case. - 


I - 
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The landlady of the apartment 
House, Mrs. Bessie B ; s ews.e T -44 f 
said the man who is believed to 
have killed King registered un- ; 
der the name of “John Williard” 
and that “he had a silly smile.” 

‘Til’ never forget that smile,” 
said Mrs. t Brewer. “He paid his 
$8.50 week’s rent in cash, with 
; a $20 bill and two -quarters.” 


•week on behalf of the sanitation 


bs^btriet. He declaredSun- iworkers ted in vio]ence> 
day a national day of mourning^ ,. ajsing question whether he 

could control the Negro masses 


IWWthe plea, there was 
violence in major citieFoifTBoth 
sides- of the Mason DLxon line. 

New York’s 28,000 man police 
force was ordered on emergen- 
cy duty after a night of serious 
looting, arson and sniping, and 
there was daylight looting and h 


in the present racia l, climate^ 
This issue shaped up as es- 
pecially important in view of 
his planned “Poor Peoples’ ” 
march on Washington later this 
month, so King .returned to 
to prove his point that 


violence Friday in the nation’s demonstrations, regardless of 
capital. Itheir size, could be peaceful. 


Detroit, with a heavy Negro 
j population, also was hit, as were 
I such widespread spots as Ba- 
i ton Rouge, La., Boston, Mass., 

! Raleigh, Charlotte, New Bern, 
Winston-Salem and Wilmington, 
N. C. and Tallahassee, Fla. 

Mrs. John F. Kennedy, wife 
of the late President who was 
also killed by a sniper, joined 
the chorus of those pleading for; 
calm. “I pray that' with the' 
price he (King) paid — his life 
— will make room in peoples’ 

1 he arts for J ove, not hat e.” s h o . 
[said. 


The sanitation workers are 
striking for higher wages and 
the~^right_Jx> union reu;:e->iia-a-i 
tion. 


A 


u 



A 


i a 


a 
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Ports Shut Down 

LongsRoremen closea' uowrrall 
Atlantic, Gulf and Great Lakes 
ports until 8 a.m. Saturday in 
honor of King, and the National 
Maritime Union also urged its 
55,000 seamen to stay off the 
job until 5 p.m. Saturday. 

King was in Memphis to lead 
r . , a protest march Mr striking 
Repercussions from King s .sanitation, workers, most' of 
death shook the -nation. [whom are Negro, when he was 

President Johnson pleaded : slain. 

again for racial peace vowing AMeauonstration he led last 
that America shall not be ruled ~ - - - 
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j • By JULES LOH 
^ AP Newsfeatures Writer 

On a steamy afternoon in Sel- 
ma, Ala., the apostole of nonvio- 
lence confronted a uniformed 
adversary who wore a badge 
that, said “NEVER,” Sheriff 
Jim Clark. 

-to— toe they stood. The 
sheriff’s face reddened, his neck 
muscles bulged. The Negro, 
eyes downturned, scarcely 
moved. Neither spoke. At length 
Sheriff Clark turned on his heel 
l and those watching exhaled in 
•relief.'' / 

f; v‘T knew,” Martin Luther King 
Jr, said later. “THAT IF I 
looked. Clark in the .'eye he would 
have hit. me. He was so worked 
up.” A- 

Dr. King’s death Thursday, by. 
violence, has been called ironic 
'but the truth is that violence 
continually stalked his life at a 
distance rarely more remote 
than the flick of an eve. 

. The greater irony was that he 
was murdered on a quiet balco- 
jny and not a teeming street. 
[The street, public and often 
bloody, was Martin Luther 
King’ s ch osen ‘ . battleground 
brotherhood his rallying cry, 3 k 


rect confrontation his technique.' 

BOLD TACTICS 
But his tactics, bold and un- 
settling when he first used them 
at -segregated lunch counters 
and bus stations 13 years ago, j 
only partly explain Dp;" King’s 
success as the prime mover of' 
one of the most far reaching so- 1 
cial upheavals i n the: nation’s 
history. • ’ ' V ■ 

Those who witnessed his cru- 
sades from up close tend ..to 
agree that Martin Lythct^KITig’s 
most effective weapon was his 
own personal magnetism. 

A crowd might be gathered, a 
plan charted, a dozen lieuten- 
ants on hand giving directions 
—rarely did the action start un- 
til Dr. King arrived and said go. 

- “The Movement,” as the civil 
rights struggle came to be 
called, was in reality Dr. King’s 
movement. ,. . - ; . ■ 

What was the nature of his ap- 
peal? What uncanny ^quality of 
his roused an army of Negroes 
to confront police dogs, fire 
hoses, fists, billy clubs, tear 
gas, boot heels, to echo his pro- 
phetic challenge “We Shall Ov-j 
ercome” and follow him. not to a ; 
promi sed land of ha ppiness-, but ! 
to jail.-K- • L;.* Kl 


.JL-O 
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* His repeated plea was, '"If 
blood is to flow let it be ours,’’ 
and the people in the pews said 
! “amen.” 

But when violence broke out 
he made the same plea in tav- 
1 erns and pool rooms, a cane-bot- 
tom chair for a pulpit, and 
processions of Negroes in those 
places also said amen and 
dropped their knives and brass 
knuckles into his paper sack. 

When Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. spoke in a Negro church, 
sweat glistened on his brow and 
his oratory often slipped into a 
roughcut Southern vernacular. 
Thus he - successfully concealed 
hi s intelle ctual acumen while 
semJTng Tris message to the 
depths of the Negro soul. 

But he was, in truth, an intel- 
lectual and his understanding of 
human nature was profound. 

He was able to skip the ninth 
and 12th grades of high school 
and entered Morehouse College 
in Atlanta at 15. He earned a 
; bachelors degree there, then a 
j bachelor of divinity degree at 
Cr.ozer Theological Seminary in 
Chester, Pa., then a Pli.D. from 
( Boston University at the age of 
: 26 . •• 

Rarely, too, did the usually 
austere Dr. King unveil his wit. 
But it was there. 

During the Selma-to-Montgo- 
| mery march in 1964, for exam- 
| ple> Dr. King w-as at the head of 
the long column parading down 
the highway when someone at 
his rear cried, “Let’s sing 
‘There is no Balm In Gilead’.” 

“Let’s do,” called back Dr. 
jPKfrig, fhand let’s also .pray , that 


- t h er e ’ s — so - bomb i a_ Monj.g o- 
mery!” 

Once Dr. King was asked 
about the origins of his philoso- 
phy of nonviolence. He recalled 
■ that he once clouted his brother 
; with a telephone, but that on the 
other hand he frequently did not 
retaliate when the class bully 
beat him up. . 

“But I don’t know whether 
| that was militant nonviolence or 
whether I was just - plain 
scared,” he said. . .. ( . '■ 

RINGING ORATORY • 

Add to his knowledge of hu- 
man nature his ringing oratori- 
cal skill, all the more convinc- 
ing because of his own profound 
belief in his message and his 
cause, and one beings to get a 
measure of Dr. King’s magnet- 
, ism. ... 

His chief aide and close 
friend, The Rev. Ralph Aber- 
nathy, once summed it up: ; ' 

“His. ability to /articulate,, 
communicate,- to place in words 
the longings, the dreams,, the 
hopes and aspirations of . an op- 
pressed people— that,” he said, 
“is Martin Luther King’s gift.” 

Not everyone, of course, was 
swayed by his oratory or con-, 
vinced of his honesty or approv- 
ing of his tactics. • ■' 

FBI Chief J. Edgar. Hoover 
called him the most notorious 
liar in the country and former 
'President Truman called him a 
troublemaker. And one white tv 
viewer in Mississippi became so 
enraged several years ago when 
he. saw Dr. King’s image on the 
screen he grabbed his shotgun 
and blasted the set into kin- 
dling. : ^ 

The violent reaction was"' ex- 
treme but not untypical. 

“We do not seek to precipitate 
violence,” Dr. King once said. 
“However, we are aware that 
the existence of injustice in so- 
ciety is the -existence of vio- 
lence, latent violence. . 

“We feel we must constantly 
expose this evil, even .^ILbringj 
violence upon us.” . 
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The vice chairman of the .—King w as not non - v i ole nt . ” h e i ma jor itv _ pf , the \vh ite p in 
“white racist” National States said. “All the time he was say-j'Mississippi.” 

Rights Party predicted here last ing non-violence he was planning ; Asked about reports that 
night that Martin Luther King's a communist revolution. King’s iKing’s death might increase 
:death will bring more Negro de- war was bloody and violent. . .hek en Robert Kennedy’s chances j 
jmonstrations and violence than wanted a bloody revolution, I of becoming the next president, 
anything since the Civil War, 'but “i n this hatred for us theyjlstoner replied: 

added that h;s group welcomed have brought about the second;! “i wouldn’t think so at all. . Jj 
|the violence. Civil War, and that’s what wejjthink the niggers were going to 

j death, I predict, wil!^ are nowin,” Stoner said. Ijlay low-all summer to help Bob-* 

[trigger off rnoie niggei violence has been a good nigger nbv Kennedy, but now they won L 

than we have had in the last . nQW since 6 or 7 o’clock i be able to control them: They 

year or in the last 100 years,” J. tonis , ht ” Stoner said of King’s llw-^H^ble to controkthw^- 
R Si-nnp)’ <snirl “Thp hi ark . .'1 - *» 



B. Stoner said. Ihe black:, - 

... , decim. S 

power ruggers will now say that TT , « X , OOT > T 

• i u e -i i i He said the -NSRP welcomed 

non-violence has failed and that , , . . . , . . 

• 7 . , the riots which are expected to 

violence is the only answer. *• ■; ‘ ...... * , , 

Ci . . 'follow' and that they were glad 

Stoner, who was in Meridian-. r ,, 

for. an organizational meeting of ^ encoiua te ,* if & ^ e 

the NSRP. told a small group! Negroes to >‘ u ’ 0cest - 

that his party is a “white racist.; Stoner said, that his group is 

anti-Jew” organization, j planning marches and rallies of 

“We. are white racists and we tts own— beginning in May in 

are proud to be white racists,” support of their political 

he said. “The black supremists aims. 

are proud to be black su-. “For many years the FBI has 
premists. -guarded King’s house and 

“The National States. Rights | guarded him everywhere he 

Party advocates an end to allj went, and yet he is dead,” 
friendship between the ’black! Stoner said. “I’d rather die in 
and white races. . .an end to all! combfiL than -laying in a coacen- 
relationship between the races,**! tration camp.” i* 

he said. I Up cnid tho NSRP rallies "and! 


ger lawlessness. 


He. said the NSRP rallies and! 


' .Stoner charged that King was: marches will start in Mississippi! 
not non-violent, but that King. j n _Mav and “before the summ er! 
“like all niggers,” , hated — the is' over I think we can arouse the 
wMeT*xrple: . 1 
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t ^EmFSIS, Term. (AP) — He 
jsaid his name was John Willard , 
jand he 'spoke with a southern 
(drawl. He wanted a room and 
| Mrs. Bessie Brewer, landlady of 
'the dingy flophouse at 422V2 
! South Main, showed him two. 

| The time was 3:15 p.m., 166 
immu t'es bet'ore an as^ssiiis^uhb ’ 

let .felled^ Dr. -Martifi \ 

King Jr., on - a motel balcony 
across Mulberry , Street • from the ’ ! 
back of the rooming house. 

This us; the .way; the people of 
the rooming , house recall the 
suspect,* as reported; by the- 
Memphis Commercial-Appeal : 

Mrs. Brewer .— .* . - * : 

| ; “He was a clean, neat man. Ii 
showed him room 8, a $l6-a-; 
week kitchenette, -.but he said, : 1 
only 'want a sleeping room.’' .. 

. him room 5 and. he; 

said, ‘This will be fine.’ 

“We went 'back to the office 
. . and I wrote out a receipt. He 
paid with a 1 $20 bill. He reached 
into his ; right : pants pocket; 
pulled it out and unfolded it with 
both hands ... He spoke like 
any other Memphian.” 

B. L. Reeves, 74, retired hotel 
clerk— . • V 

“I saw him when she checked 
him in.. He had his back to me, 
but I judge he was about 5- 
feet-11. He had dark hair and a 
pretty neat hair cut.” ' 

: Charlie Q’ Stephens, occupant 
of room 6— • , * • ; / ' \ 

“He was clean shaven and 
ha * avldng? sharp n ose. 1 ,; He ba d 
normal jeyes_and^a_sauare„chin. 


thic k, -hair ft at the front . and 
receded on each, side. • 

“He was wearing a black (sol- 
id , color) dress suit, a white 

shirt and a* very dark, or black 
narrow tie. He conibed his -hair 
straight back.” . - 




wmm 






^ THE, KILLER? 

He May Look Like This 


•• When he checked ; in^thk^^i 
did not have* ' with ; him the 
pump-action Remington" ‘“rifle 
and telescopic sight that; killed 
Dr.- King. • ; ' ' 

’ ’ r •• ’ * . A, ,* * " 

None recalled seeing him aft- 
er that until about ' 5 p.m.' Ste- 
phens said about, that /time the 
man went down ' the hall -to the 
Bathr.opm^ from Room' .15.* The 
; distance is about' 13 steps:-’ ' 

. The j second-floor . .bathroom 
window holds- a - commanding 
view 1 of., the- . Lorraine. ;motel 
where King lodged, ,• 205 feet and 
3 inches away.. Much, better than 
from Room 5. : ? 

' .At 6 : 01- p.m. y the sho> cracked. 
/ ■ “I . was’ ( in there, (the kitchen) 
working on a radio,” Stephens 
said. “When that explosion went 
off, it sounded like a German 88 
I went to the door and walked 
out into the hall. I could see the 
man at the offset in the hall.. He 
had in ’his hand something 
wrapped in a newspaper.”'’ 

The man fled down 20 steps to 
the ground., . 

, “I got a glimpse of him going; 
away after he, dropped the rifle I 
in front of my plac & r ”-. sa id », G. I 
_W.jCan|i^,„own 

“He did n!l,ReemJ Q. 
be running.” “ 

A white Mustang with out-of- 
state license was parked to th® 
north, in front of Jim’s Grill* 
Lloyd Jones, owner of the grill, 
said it pulled away at 6:15 plm.j 

“I didn’t see who dro ^ ii”: 

• ■ - : - - .? • • i 

, saidT — • i 
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Khsg’s DeafUr^* 

Deplored In 
State Meetings 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
. Negroes and whites gathered 
quietly in Mississippi Sunday to 
;pay tribute to the memory of 
:pr., Martin Luther King as the 
nation paused for a day of na- 
tional mourning. ' 

| In Biloxi and Hattiesburg, 
biracial and interdenomination- 
al audiences gathered to hear 
eulogies and, in Hattiesburg, a 
declaration of a “new dedica- 
tion to the principles of honor, 
respect and justice for all.” ! 
J In Biloxi, an integrated crowd; 
,of about 3,500 people gathered } 
Biloxi municipal stadium to 1 
near the Rev/ John M Areaood. j 
ja liMiister who is pres- 
ident of the Gulf Coast Council 
on Human Relations, eulogize 
King as a man who “will al- 
ways be remembered as a man 
among mep” He “did what 
needed to be done,” Aregood 
said. 

u The quiet crowd, gathered 
■ beneath ,a leaden sky, dispersed 
^lthout incident after hearing 
s.Gulfpdrt Mayor R. B. Meadows 
md Dr Gilbert R. Mason, pres- 
adent of the Biloxi Branch of the 
; .National Association for theAd- 
jVancement of Col or edrpe op 1 c* 

In Hattiesburg, 600 Negroes 
iand whites crowded into a Com- 
jmumty Center designed to hold 
(300 to hear City Commissioner 
T. Harrington, acting as 
jmayor, present a resolution de- 
ploring the “unlawful and trade 

thT 8 the : life of Dr - Martin 
Luther King^Pr.” 

The resolution said, “We de- 
clare a new- dedication to the 
principles of : honor, respect and 
justi ce for al l. These concepts 
,are f^^omfdation of humap 
^gnity and P rogress. ”— 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


3V GE k 


THE CLARION LEDGER 


JACKSON,, MISS. 


Date: L|- / 9 / 68 
Edition: HOME 

Author: 

Editor: T.M. HEDERMAN JR. 
Tltle: ' ASSASSINATION OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 

Character: 

i 

i 

C las si fication : 157-9586SF1 

Submitting Office;GACKS0N 
| | Being Investigated 


SEARCHED..—/) lanFKffl A) 

SEmUm...ME.FILEO^M^' 

APR - 9^968 G) 

I FBI — JACKSOWrly 


HW 5233 Dodd: 59162502 Page 132 


FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


' ^MEMPHIS, ':Tenn: ; ^ AP). - 


lire.© ’> li ning andi .all immedia tely, oon^ 

1 verged' 'on the scene.' 

r&M mfim& ! ? ‘ *y : - 4 The fatal shot was fired from » 
] 8 8 " 8 : 8 ~ v 1; the window of a common bath- 

K *'if •• •’*:• “room in the flop-hous'e, - Hollo-. 

| ||.er : - ; ' ’iC «. . man said. ‘King’s -room was 205 

\ feet away, through trees and 
: ;MEMPHI^ — A apross a street but in “clear” 

; single' white .man, following an view of the window. . . 

= apparently 4 well - planned . proce- Holloman said the assassin 

dure; .was .the assassin Thurs- was a white male, between 26 
4ay>of Dr.! Martin Luther, King and .32 years of age, standing 
Jr Police Director Frank Hoi-; six feet. tall and weighing ,165-175 
loman said today. ; ' .‘. pounds! Police radios said , he 

Holloman?; said ' the' investiga- had dark to sandy hair, medium, 
tion . showed the • ,/assassin build,; a ruddy complexion and 
checked into a main street -flop-? was wearing a black suit and 
house * at- ' midafternoon: shot, .white shirt; < 

TCl Tajjrj Jro'mJ a second . floor win- Holloman refused to disclose 
d6w of the building three hours;, the name the man had sighed on 
later and then disappeared in- the; V register of the hotel, but 
the resulting confusion;. ‘ . . j f ; said “certain evidence has been 
1 . The’ murder weapon apparent- fouiid.” ✓ 

ly was a -new .3Q-.Q6 RAmingtaA The weap on. Ho lloman ^s aid. 
•pump rifle with* telescopic was sent to the. FIH laboratory 
: sights, Holloman said. The as- .. ,- 7h it \ 

Isassin also earned a new, set ot £' f , g Ior " — ‘ uCS ' 

| binoculars and new suitcase. , j okLi k,r : rw,«v cu j* \r-iv 
! A .30- 06 Remington pump ri- I f helby County Sheriff William! 

! fie .was one of. 15 weapons stolen as ked if officers had. 

.a nisht; earlier from a*Memphis|^4™t from the weapons, 

■ sporting goods Store,- but Hollo- r ¥5ii3:Weho„pe_^s^_ 

; man refused” to say immediately. 

Itliat the stolen gun > was the 


ideath weapon. J 

i • ‘‘As far as we know, and from] 
the evidence at this: time, there 
was only one man ;in the physi- 
cal; area-of the slaying,” Hollo-; 

man said. ; t ;&.j 

He said one of the 30 ; to. 40 offi- 
nr. , Vin fv ip the 'Vicinity-^ 
t he motel saw the buiTci r Strike 
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. WASHINGTON (AP) - Atty. ] 
IvGen. Ramsey Clark said Sunday 
federal investigators are on the 
| trail of “one man on the run” in 
i the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., and they are 
] hoping for an early arrest. 

I “We have a name we’re work- 
W on.” Cla rk said. “Whether it 
iprbveis To ge the right name re- 
'mains to be seen.” 

' Clark- said there is no evi- 
dence, so far, that more than 
one individual was involved in 
■ the fatal shooting. last Thursday 
j in Memphis of Dr. King. 

King, in Memphis . to lead 
demonstrations on -behalf of de- 
mands by the city’s striking 
sanitation workers, was ’killed 
by a single bullet which struck 
him in the neck and jaw as he 
stood on the balcony of his mo- 
tel room. 

A rifle was found abandoned 
nearby, and Clark hinted Sun- 
[ dayjt may have been identified 
[as tne nmrder weapon. 


Asked' if ballistic tests had /es- 
tablished such a connection, he , 
responded, “Ballistic tests have] 

been made and .such evidence j 
as they give will be used in | 
court.” | 

Clark discussed progress of [ 
the investigation on the radio- 
television interview program 
“Meet the Press”, orr NBC. 

Since Friday', when Clark held t 
a news conference in Memphis, ; 
additional evidence has been 
gathered, and “the trail has 
lengthened” that leads to King’s 1 
killer, the attorney ge^a=h=saM . 1 

“We know quite a bit morel 
than we did two days ago,” he - 
added. ~ ' . . I 

But he declined to specify the . 
places where the trail leads. 

“We hope to have an early] 
conclusion to the investigation,: 
followed by indictment, trial, 
and conviction,” Ihe said.. j 

Clark indicated that, as is cus-j 
tomary in murder cases, the 
eventual trial would probably be 
left to the courts of Tennessee. 

{ The federal government could 
j assume jurisdiction, Clark said, 

I if there were evidence that jus-, 
dice would not be done by state 
courts. But he added, “I have 
no doubt that the authorities of 
'Tennessee would prosecute this 
witlT ail th e ^ vigor at , their com - 
Lm and . ~ 
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[TALKS. OF ASSASSIN SEARCH - A grim-faced • Attorney 
■ General Ramsey Clark covers the< microphone during- an ap- 
pearance on television from Washington. ; He said that 
^federal investigators are on the trail of - “one man* on the 
ruF^is^^assassinatioiv^^^/lartin Luther King, Jr., and 
[hope for an early' arrest. — AP Wirephoto. , - <*.. I 
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